
 

Dear CUF, 
When Jesus gave his famous “Sermon on the Mount” he wasn’t in 
church – he was on a mountain! With that encouragement a few 
weeks ago, we spent time in the pews to consider Jesus’ teaching. 
In small groups, we spent time talking about places and experiences 
in our lives where we have noticed blessings from “the God of the 
poor.”  
 

First, we read through the scripture. For this purpose, the CUF 
lectionary group had provided various translations of Matthew 5:1-
12, including The First Nations Version: An Indigenous Translation 
of the New Testament (2021). Then, looking into one another’s eyes 
and hearing each other’s stories, we asked each other what we hear 
in these words. What is foolishness and what is wisdom?  
 

Each group of 4-8 people was given ten minutes to come up with a 
re-phrase of just one of the signature verses from the text. Zoomers 
too got into the exercise, with a small group on Zoom examining the 
same verses. At last, all groups offered their wording in a group 
rendition from the pulpit. 
 

For posterity now, please find below a CUF Translation of the 
Beatitudes, circa 2023. 
 

Blessed are those… 
… who need to be broken open in order to be filled with something 
new, who lack what they need in this life but will be blessed in 
Heaven, or who feel lacking, for God looks out for and cares for even 
those that are poor, in wealth and spirit. 
… who are troubled, for they will be given courage and comfort from 
God and their neighbors. 
… who are still and peaceful, for they shall receive and offer harmony 
to the world. 
… who show charity and compassion to others, for it will be 
reciprocated. 
… whose open love is filled with goodness, for they see God: love in 
action. 
… who advocate for what we know is right and who won’t give up, 
for they will be fulfilled. 
… who do the right thing no matter the consequences, for they are 
walking with Christ forever. 
… who have suffered, those who have stood up to that suffering, and 
those who will continue to walk the good road. 
… who are women reviled by men – told they are worthless, only to 
scrub floors, and other bullshit – for they will laugh last. 
 

Of all the blessings we know, we know for sure, dear CUF, that we 
are blessed to be working among you! We look forward to what 
comes next. 
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Around the CUF Community… 
 

Cards of Condolence  
On the death of her father 

Ramsey Victor Joughin 
To Sarah Joughin 

(Ruby Beane’s mom) 
18 Spencer St. 

Orono, ME 04473 
 

 
 

Address Changes: 
 

Martin Grant 
372 Old County Rd Apt.3 

Hampden, ME 04444 
 

Anita Jolliffe 
28 Fair Street, Unit 1 

Newburyport, MA 01950 
 

Ginny Gallant 
345 Main St. #107 

Old Town, ME 04468 
 

 
 

 

CUF’s former Director of 
Religious Education,  

Sarah Marx, is running for 
Town Council as a write-in 

candidate! 
Good luck Sarah! 

 
 
 

 

❤ Please welcome new CUF members! 
Rev. Grace Bartlett 

Christine Reinig 
Rachel Nichols 
Megan Carter 

Paul Kim 
Frieda Timms 
Mac Herrling 
Jack Moose 

Laura Cowan 
                              

Have you attended one of CUF’s 
Pub Theology gatherings yet?  

They are great fun! 
Next meeting: Thursday, February 16, 7 pm  

at the Family Dog! 
 

 

With new people joining CUF,  
it is time to re-post the link to the fun and 

educational YouTube movie about CUF’s 1853 
Howard & Davis Tower Clock. This movie was 
created by Herb Crosby and John Hackney a 

few years ago. 
https://youtu.be/k2ko4uNEMEI 

 
Congratulations to 
Dr. Sandy Caron - 

this year’s recipient of 
the Maine Women’s 
Hall of Fame Award.  
There will be a small 

ceremony on 
Saturday March 18 in 

Augusta. Some 
CUFers might carpool 
together to attend❤ 

 
Just a reminder  

 

The ‘Little Food Pantry’ is in 
high demand as the weather 
gets colder and heating bills 
go up. 
Please bring non-perishable 

items like pasta, granola 
bars,  

crackers, cereal. 
 



 

 3 

 

Religious Education at CUF 
Sunday School Update! 

THANK YOU to all those who have volunteered to teach Sunday School! 
Beginning in March, the Sunday School is experimenting with a different model – Rotation Sunday 
School. Each Sunday the children will learn a story through the lens of various stations: Art, Cooking, 
Science, Games, Missions, Spiritual Practices, and Storytelling/Drama. It’s a great way to learn 
stories and lessons in depth and with many different voices. If you are a hesitant volunteer – this is 
a fantastic way to dip your toes into teaching. Please let Pastor Mariah know if you’d like more 
information!                        Our first theme is: Jesus Calls Helpers.  

CUF is looking for its next Director of Religious Education!  
This is a fantastic part time opportunity to guide and nurture the children and intergenerational 

ministries at CUF. For more information, contact Mariah Hayden or the church office. 
 

 

YAWP NEWS! 
YAWPers will be selling beautiful Valentines cards this Sunday! 

Please buy some to give away to a special someone. 
 
 

YAWP continues to be a space for exploring faith and values through conversations around big 
questions and bible texts. We're looking ahead toward sharing some of this with you through a spring 
production of the bible musical "Oh Jonah."   
 

 
Adult Education Update 

Dr. Judy Walker is organizing CUF’s #11:45 Presentations this Spring. 
Some interesting speakers for February and March are already confirmed. Please stay after worship 
on February 19, when Dr. Sondra Siegel, Volunteer Coordinator at Husson College, talks about 
Welcoming Immigrant Neighbors (WIN) Bangor. Please save the dates below in your calendar! 
 

 



 

 4 

 
 

 

Friday Bible Class Continues - New people welcome! 
Reading the Bible with the Poor Peoples Campaign 

Series II and III with Pastor Malcolm  
Online: Fridays @ noon:  Zoom link 

 

Last September, half a dozen CUF people began reading Genesis and Exodus, guided by the book We Cry 
Justice. Every other Friday in February and March we gather for discussion at noon. 
 

Classes with Pastor Malcolm are summarized at: 
https://malcolmhimschoot.podia.com/series-reading-the-bible-in-context-with-the-poor-peoples-campaign. 

Clips include brief CUF participant videos. 
Rev. William Barber says in the foreword to We Cry Justice: “I was taught that the Bible was the one book 
especially kept from the enslaved person and deliberately misinterpreted by the slave master.  
And so we were encouraged and pushed to read it.” 

Dates: Feb 17, March 3, March 17 and March 31 
Talk to Pastor Malcolm, get the book “We Cry Justice” here, and attend! 

Want more information? Digital platform (optional) available here. 
 
 

What Our Ministers Are Up To... 
Maine School of Ministry: Acting Dean 

Pastor Malcolm started 2023 with a new role in theological education for the Maine Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. The Maine School of Ministry (also known as MESOM) is a vibrant community of learning, 
one of the UCC’s regional theological ed programs that focus on smaller congregations and remote 
communities. As Acting Dean of the Maine School of Ministry, Malcolm supports bi-vocational and retired 
students on non-traditional paths of coursework and fieldwork, building up both lay and ordained leadership 
for the present and future life of the church. This half-time position extends his commitment to progressive 
faith and thoughtful Christian presence throughout the rural Northeast. 

More info at https://www.maineucc.org/mesom/ 
 

CUF Treasurer’s Update 
 

 

 

 
 

 

CUF 2023 Budget Update 

Final Pledge Amount:  $224,250!!! 

This is the best ever! 

90% of our goal of $250,000! 

The Final net Budget gap is now only $1,099  --  
practically a break-even budget!! 
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CUF Book Group  
 

Do you enjoy reading new books and discussing them with others? 
The CUF Book Group may be just the right group for you! CUF Book Group has about a dozen participants 
who meet via Zoom on the first Monday of each month (Oct-June) to discuss the month’s book. Our 
discussions are sometimes serious, sometimes lighthearted, and always lively and entertaining. The fun is in 
sharing and listening to diverse viewpoints and opinions.  
We always welcome new participants for just one or two months or for the entire reading season. Come and 
go as you please and as your time allows.  How about joining in on the fun? 
It's simple to join: Just call or email David Griffin (866-3689/drgriffin8@me.com) or Steffi (866-
3655/cufoffice@icloud.com) to receive regular Book Group updates and Zoom meeting details.  
 

Here are the books remaining on our list for this reading season: 
 

 
 
 

Support Our Church! 
By buying a Hannaford Card 

We continue to offer $100 Hannaford Gift cards for purchase at the church office.  

CUF gets $5.00 for each card we sell.  
You can buy your groceries or pay for prescriptions with the card at Hannaford. 

The Hannaford grocery gift cards work just like cash. Your purchase total will be deducted from the card 
balance. The remaining card balance will print on your sales receipt. You can use any funds remaining on 
your card the next time you shop. This is a win-win program offered by Hannaford in support of non-profits. 
 
 
 

Bible Study for “newcomers  
and long timers” on Zoom 

3:30 pm Tuesdays 
Please contact Barbara Turner bjt12151951@gmail.com 

to participate for the first time. 
 
 

 
 

Thank you Thomas Griffith! 
                       Our fearless tech guru, Thomas Griffith, is moving on from his paid gig behind the 
                       computer on Sundays! We are so thankful for his leadership and expertise as we 
                       returned to full in person worship while retaining the best parts of zoom church.  

THANK YOU Thomas for all you’ve done for CUF; 
we look forward to seeing you in the pews! 

 

If you, or someone you know, is interested in learning the streamlined system that makes Sunday 
mornings possible, please get in touch with Ed Brazee or the church office for more information. 

This is a paid hourly position with a rotating schedule. Training provided. 
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Pam Burnham invites all CUF women young and old to the  
UCC New England Women’s Celebration! 

The United Church of Christ (UCC) has hosted these events since 1984 and women of any faith 
tradition have always been included. So know, YOU and any aunts, cousins, friends, moms, 
daughters and grandmas are all invited to attend, and have a blast! --ROAD TRIP!! 

Registration is open now. Register soon to get your spot and guarantee  
an awesome weekend.  See you there, Pam Burnham 

  

 
 

Musings from Pam Burnham... 
Family & Consumer Science educator, Pam Burnham, shares her thoughts below to inform and remind people 
that this is a justice issue for many, and it needs our attention and advocacy. 
Reflections from an Abortion Doula and Clinic Worker - Mabel Wadsworth Center offered on the  
50th Anniversary of The Roe v. Wade decision on Jan. 22, 2023. 
I am reporting on what was shared from Hannah Matthews an Abortion Doula practicing in the Portland area 
and how we can all be advocates for the decision to be that person's and them only. They spoke of a "birthing 
continuum" which I had never heard of before.  But for each person, birthing can have many outcomes. 
Abortion should be considered just as normal as a stillbirth or miscarriage.  In many cases, abortion has not 
been, and now it is being used to weaponize others who wish to make decisions for and to others when it is 
not their right or job. The Mabel Wadsworth Center is an independent clinic which means it does not get state 
or Federal funding to operate. It then depends on individuals like us. There is a lot more collaboration among 
the independent clinics like them across the state, who try to share resources or recommendations for clients 
when needed.  They did not mean for us not to support the larger groups like Planned Parenthood, but just 
to understand the difference as they all are fighting for women's reproductive rights too.  If you have a 
particular skill set and wish to volunteer they would be happy for you to check into it.  

 
Think Summer! It is not too early to register for Summer Camp at Pilgrim Lodge! 

 

 


