
Dear Church, 
 
In this community we are so grateful for people 
who bravely said YES when asked if they would 
share their wilderness experience with the 
congregation. We heard stories of loss, 
depression, infertility, frustration, impatience, and 

learning. We also heard that one cannot rush the wilderness, nor can 
one hurry someone else through it. It takes as long as it takes.  
 
When we hear these stories, we are not asked to fix or explain away 
these experiences. The best thing we can do is walk with and 
accompany each other through the wilderness of their lives. However 
difficult, it is one of the most important things we can do for each 
other in community. This practice – sitting with hard stuff – takes time 
to learn, a willingness to grow spiritually, and it means embracing the 
holy mystery of what God is doing and can do in and around us. We 
(your pastors) are so grateful you practiced this lesson for one 
another in this Lenten season.   
 
Easter comes! So do multiple opportunities to flex these 
accompaniment practices. Instead of a formal service or meal during 
Holy Week, CUF will offer an opportunity to walk a labyrinth for those 
who would like to spend some time in quiet reflection. A sacred 
labyrinth will be available in the Gathering Place on Thursday, 
April 14th and Friday, April 15th from 3 pm until 6 pm.  People of 
all ages and abilities can use this experience for self-guided 
meditation. 
 
When you enter the main doors of the church, take a stone and 
booklet. You will carry the stone with you as you take time walking 
the labyrinth. Then make your way into the sanctuary to lay down 
your stone and light a candle. This mid-week opportunity is an 
important step between the enthusiastic Palm Sunday parade and 
the joyous Easter morning. It helps us practice sitting with the hard 
stuff. 
 
Exuberant thanks to Nancy Leavitt for her artistry, mathematical 

calculations, and construction skills in creating this opportunity for 

CUF to enjoy its own labyrinth.  

 
Peace, 
 
Mariah & Malcolm 
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Around the CUF Community 
by Steffi E. 
 
 

Congratulations to the Orono Middle School and High 
School Show Choirs directed by Cami Carter and 
Daniel Perkins for their outstanding performances at 
the State Show Choir Festival.  Ruby Beane and 
Madeleine Hayden both received vocal 
performance awards for the middle school show 
choirs.  Congratulations to 
participating YAWPER's -- Rose Sunderland 
McKay, Ruby Beane, Emily Cousineau, Madeleine 
Hayden, and Ava Parker. You may check out the 
high school performance here.  
 

 

 
Let’s Get To Know Each Other Better! 

We have a bulletin board in  
the Gathering Place with the heading  

"Something you may not know about me...".   
There is a stack of index cards and pens nearby 
and we hope you will write something about you 
that we may not know and then post it with your 

name on the bulletin board. 
It’s so much fun to read what people  

have already posted! 
Surprise us!! 

 

 

 

Condolences  
 

On the death of her husband,  
Gordon Bigelow, to 

Beverly Bigelow 
9 Alumni Drive, Apt. 213P 

Orono, ME 04473 
 

On the death of his mother,  
Betty Cyr, to 

Leo (and Raechelle) Edmiston-Cyr 
387 Puddledock Rd 

Charleston, ME 04422 
 

On the death of her mother, 
Ginny Hutchins, to 

Becky Hutchins 
128 Country Club Dr. 
Auburn, ME 04210 

 

On the death of his wife, 
Ann Grant, to 
Martin Grant 

91 Dirigo Drive, Orono, ME 04473 
 

 
 

Thank you to Stephen Cousineau and the 
YAWPers for cooking a fabulous Ukrainian meal 

as a fundraiser for two charities that help with 
Ukraine relief efforts. More than $2,000 were 

donated by happy eaters! 
 

 

 

 
 

Thank you Matt Powers! 
For creating a beautiful natural cross from the 

CUF outdoor Christmas tree! 
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CUF is Open for In-Person Worship! 

 

The Choir is there in person! 
Afterwards, we have live coffee hour in the Gathering Place! 
People can still participate in the worship service via Zoom. 

Nursery is open and staffed. 
YAWP and Elementary Sunday School meet each Sunday at 10 am 

Covid Update: 
The Trustees voted to no longer require people to sign the register when they enter CUF. 

Masks are still required inside CUF. Thank you. 
See you in Church! 

 
 

Our Ministers 
 

Malcolm and Mariah share one full-time pastor’s schedule Tuesday through Sunday. Malcolm makes 
pastoral visits in homes and hospitals, and offers families rituals of memory and celebration. Mariah 
welcomes new members and friends to CUF, and attends ecumenical groups of faith leaders. 
Together they prepare worship, preach and teach within the congregation and publicly. Monday is 
their joint day off. Both co-pastors are found at CUF together in the building on Wednesdays.  
 

This spring, the ministers’ open office hours are Weds 11:00-2:00 - just drop in! Or reach Malcolm 
on Tuesday or Mariah on Thursday by appointment.  
 

People meet up with the ministers to talk about life passages, personal questions, major events, 
health and family matters, or about library books, recipes, and flowers. Or passionate ideas about 
church stuff.  
 

For the past couple of years Mariah has been focusing on CUF’s community life with the Deacons, 
and Malcolm on infra-structure with the Trustees. This summer they trade off. Mariah will begin with 
Trustees on administrative work, and Malcolm with Deacons on programming for all ages. 
 

“We are thrilled to be in ministry with a community of people on authentic spiritual journeys, in a 
congregation full of leaders and developing leaders. Our challenge in 2022 is to help people connect 
to each other, to nurture WHAT’S NEXT with the help of the Holy Spirit." 
 
 

 

Join The Choir! 
As those of you who were in church for the last two weeks have seen, the choir is back!! 

If you have been singing in the shower or in your car and want one more place to sing, the CUF choir 
is it! Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6 to 7 pm and warm-up and quick review on Sunday mornings 
at 9:15 am. If you aren’t certain about a commitment, come try it out. No penalties! 

For more information, talk with choir director Fran Vogt before or after church- 
or to any one of the choir members. 
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News from our Young Adults with Pizzazz (YAWP) 

YAWP has been enjoying learning about world religions and engaging in community service 
projects through our theme for the year of "Think Global Act Local!" 

We had a blast recently helping with CUF's Ukraine Fundraiser Dinner,  
which raised over $2,000 for direct-aid to Ukraine (pictured). 

 

Please save the date for YAWP’s next big project: 
a  "Think Global Act Local Concert in the Park" 

which will be held during the afternoon of June 22nd (rain date June 23rd). 
Stay tuned for more details on this exciting community event! 

 

 

 
TS Center and Americans Who Tell the Truth 

 

Many of you are aware of Americans Who Tell the Truth.  Posters of the portraits are on our walls in 
the stairwell, actual portraits have been on display in our sanctuary, and portrait artist Robert 
Shetterly has delivered the sermon at CUF.  A documentary about Robert Shetterly and Americans 
Who Tell the Truth is now being shown at select locations, recently at BTS in Portland.  Although 
this link will not get you to the film, it will allow you to see a very informative “talk back” with Maulian 
Dana and Reggie Harris and Rob Shetterly.  Here is the link to the talk back: 
 

https://thebtscenter.org/truth-tellers-online-film-screening-and-live-qa/ 
And here is the link to the trailer for Truth Tellers.  Hopefully it will be near us soon. 

https://www.kanelewis.com/ 
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Find Out What Intentional Allyship Means! 
Do you have friends or loved ones who are part of any marginalized or mistreated group in society? 
Do you want to learn how to be a better ally for those communities, but aren’t really sure how to be 
the most effective? 
Please plan to join us on Zoom or in person for our April 24th service, when we’ll have a 
special guest speaker, Suman Kapur, M.S. - CEO of Well Balanced Solutions. Suman will be 
presenting a talk entitled “Embodying Intentional Allyship”.  
I had the pleasure of attending an online coffee and conversation workshop last year presented by 
Suman on the topic of Intentional Allyship. As soon as the workshop wrapped up, I connected with 
Suman, Malcolm, and Mariah about having her speak with our congregation. It was incredibly 
enlightening, and I KNEW our CUF community would love to learn from her.  
The workshop gave me a lot to think about on how to be the best ally for any community I advocate 
for, whether it’s around LGBTQ+, Black Lives Matter, or our Wabanaki neighbors. Is it enough to 
change your social media profile to show your solidarity? What is the difference between 
Performative Allyship vs Intentional Allyship? 
Drawing from her own background as a child of immigrant parents growing up as an American kid, 
Suman is a Professional Development Consultant and Coach focusing on Conflict Management and 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging (DEIB). She has a Masters degree in Conflict Analysis 
and Resolution and was a Mediator before starting her own business working with organizations who 
are genuinely dedicated to DEIB. 
During this service, you will have the opportunity to engage in a “mini training” on Allyship and 
discuss scenarios where diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging could be better addressed. I 
promise that anyone who wants to learn how to be a better ally will love how Suman helps you step 
back and think, and then reframe how you might do better going forward. I can’t wait to share her 
wisdom with you! 
Tricia 
 

 

News from the CUF Social Justice Team 
Focus for April: Environmental Justice 

Local benevolence: Orono Community Garden 
 

Focus for May: Homelessness and Poverty 
Local benevolences: Hope House and Shaw House 

 

Sandy Caron is organizing a Baby Wipes Drive for the Bangor Good Samaritan Agency  
on Mother’s Day, May 8. 

 

Annual Church Picnic on Saturday, June 4, benefits the Poor People's Campaign. 
June 18, group trip to the Poor Peoples Campaign's Moral March on Washington. 

Funding for bus tickets to go to DC available through the church office. 
There will also be a watch party for this wonderful event. 

 

Focus for June: LGBTQ+ Justice 
Local benevolence: Orono Pride 



 

 6 

Social Justice Team continued: 
We have plans to support Orono Pride during the month of June by hosting a member of the Pride 

Zoo and perhaps organizing some sort of youth parade on June 19.  
We will definitely need some dedicated volunteers, maybe even someone to take the lead? 

 

Bangor Pride has their annual parade and festival on June 25th in downtown Bangor. Is anyone 
interested in spear-heading a "CUF presence" for this event? Organizing parade participants? 

Manning a small booth? Working on a brochure about CUF and its commitment to the LGBTQ+ 
community? Ideas for promotional products?  It would be so nice to have a group get together to 

work on this❤ 
 

 
 

Please Mark Your Calendars: 
Things To Look Forward To In The Next Weeks and Months! 

 
May 15 - Rachel Dobbs preaching in worship 

May 22 - Mystery Friends Reveal Party after church 
June 4 – Moe’s BBQ church picnic 

June 5 - Flower Communion in worship 
June 10 and 11, Euphony concerts 

June 12 - Graduation Celebration in worship 
June 18 - Arts-a-palooza 

June 18 - Virtual Watch Party, Poor Peoples Campaign DC 
June 19 - Orono Pride 
June 25 - Bangor Pride 

 
 
 

         
 Good Friday Concert in Dover-Foxcroft 
                               April 15 at 7 pm 
 

Amarantos - an esteemed musical group featuring Lauren Hastings Genova 
and Meagan McIntyre (violins), Anna Maria Amoroso Noyes (viola), 
and Hannah Jackson (cello) - will be performing a Good Friday concert in 
Dover-Foxcroft: Haydn’s “The Seven Last Words of Christ on the Cross.”  

CUF is warmly invited to attend, by Rev. Dr. Steve Hastings, at the Dover-Foxcroft Congregational 
Church UCC, 824 West Main St, in Dover-Foxcroft. Admission by donation. The concert is also 
viewable by livestream at the DFCC Facebook Page. See church website: https://www.dfcongo.org.  
 

Steve knows that some CUF members regularly follow the performances of Lauren Hastings Genova 
at the Bangor Symphony Orchestra, who is not only his daughter, but also the granddaughter of 
former CUF minister, Phil Hastings and Judy Kuhns-Hastings. 
 
 



 

 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the generosity of Emily and Dewey Hasbrouck  
Moe's Original BBQ will again cater our annual picnic! 

Saturday, June 4, 2022 
Noon - 1 PM on the CUF Front Lawn (or pick-up) 

 

All proceeds from the BBQ picnic will go 
to a CUF Benevolence (TBA) 

 

The BBQ Menu 
Pulled Pork, Smoked Turkey, or Tofu, Cornbread, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, and 

Cucumber/Watermelon Salad 
 

Please specify at pre-order for each person: 
1. The type of meat you want — Pulled Pork, Smoked Turkey, some of each, or Tofu 

 

2. Which two sides you would like — baked beans, cole slaw, cucumber/watermelon salad. 
 

3. How many will attend. Are you purchasing individual dinners or a family ticket? 
 

4. Will you eat at the picnic or will you pick up meals? 
 

Individual dinners $10, Family tickets $30 
Cash or checks (payable to CUF) on the day of the picnic. 

 

Please PRE-ORDER by Tuesday, May 31, 2022 
by contacting Ed Brazee 

• 207/576-8401 (text or phone) 
• edbrazee@gmail.com 

 

We are hoping for beautiful weather (of course) - 
but if it’s inclement weather  all orders will be pick-up. 

   

 

Temporary Housing in the Old Town-Orono area needed! 
 

CUF member Tricia True has a 27-year-old acquaintance who is looking for a place to stay in Old 
Town/Orono while he works in the area for 4 months.  “Dore” just graduated from KVCC studying to 
be an electrician. He has an apartment in Waterville and has taken a temporary job working for a 
company in Old Town.  He hopes someone has a place for him to stay 4 nights a week for 4 months 
-- so he doesn’t have to travel back and forth from Waterville every day.  Dore has a limited amount 
of money to pay for this housing. His job starts on Monday, April 11th. 

Interested and need more information?  
Contact Tricia True email tricia62154@gmail.com or call 207-446-9213.  

Tricia will be in church on Sunday the 10th if you would like to talk at Coffee Hour. 
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Palm Sunday, April 10 
10:00 am Intergenerational Worship Service, 

Sanctuary and on Zoom 
2:00 pm Pysanky Workshop, Vestry 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 14 
and Good Friday, April 15 
3:00-6:00 pm, Gathering Place 

“Walking in the Wilderness” 
Labyrinth Prayer Stations 

 
Easter Sunday, April 17 

6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service, 
Penobscot Valley Country Club  

366 Main Street (outdoors) 
 

10:00 am Easter Worship,  
Sanctuary and on Zoom 

Stay for refreshments afterwards! 
 

 



 

 9 

Please start all your  
Amazon shopping sessions at 

http://smile.amazon.com 
and select the Church of Universal 
Fellowship as your charity choice. 

Thank you! 
 

 
 

Support Our Church- 
Buy a Hannaford Card! 

We continue to offer $100 Hannaford Gift 
cards for purchase at the church office. 
CUF gets $5.00 for each card we sell.  
 
 

Parish Paddlers 
Would you like to kayak every other Sunday 

afternoon when the weather allows? 

Interested people may contact 
Pam Burnham at: 

pam.m.burnham@gmail.com 
 

 

Did you know… 
This April is special! 

We will witness the celebrations of Ramadan, 
Vaisakhi, Mahavir, Jayanti, Passover, Easter, 

the Gathering of Nations and  
Theravada New Year. 

This means that Muslims, Hindus, Jains, 
Jews, Christians, Buddhists, and many 

Indigenous Nations will be observing holy 
traditions around the same time.  

This kind of overlap has not occurred in over 
three decades! 

CUF Knitting Group 
Meets every second Tuesday 

5 to 6 pm on Zoom 
We knit and chat and always  

have a good time!  
Come join us - even if you don’t knit! 
e-mail Steffi cufoffice@icloud.com  

for Zoom link 
 
 

Bible Study 
Tuesdays 3:30 - 5:00 pm on Zoom. 

 

email Barbara Turner  
bjt12151951@gmail.com 
to join for the first time. 

 
 

 

Monday Book Group 
May 2 at 7:00 pm on Zoom 

Book Discussion 
City of Girls 

by Elizabeth Gilbert 
 

email David Griffin  
drgriffin8@me.com  

to join for the first time. 
 
 
 

 

UMaine Center on Aging presents 
Older Adult Health and Wellness Fair 

April 12, 1 – 4 pm  
Buchanan Alumni House 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to return your hymnals to 
church--now that we are back in the  

Sanctuary for worship.  
Look for the “Hymn Request Box” in the 

Gathering Place. Drop at note to the Ministers 
to request cherished hymns  

in upcoming worship! 
 


