
Dear CUFers, 
Now that we’ve enjoyed a couple of winters in Maine, 
we feel like we are getting to know folks in this 
wonderful community. We know whose childhood 
stories include walking to school for miles uphill both 
ways in the snow! And who never saw snow as a child. 
As your ministers, we love to hear your stories.  

We hear too some of your passions. We see CUF individuals showing up 
and working endlessly on: food access in our region; affordable housing 
and governance locally in Orono; worldwide work for the environment, 
water, and wind; climate and creatures; health care for all, especially 
women’s and LGBTQ well-being; quality public education; recognition of 
indigenous sovereignty; police accountability and incarceration issues; 
immigration and ICE issues; issues of religious oppression; and work for 
peace in place of guns and nuclear weapons. All of these issues are deeply 
rooted in enacting faith living out your core values. Even the pandemic did 
not stop you! 
Meanwhile, during the pandemic, overall drivers of poverty got worse. Inter-
locking factors of neglect and exploitation now prove insurmountable for 
almost half of our siblings nationwide. This time in history calls us to center 
the unsustainable poverty conditions that have been acceptable for too 
long. To work on jobs, wages, unions, support for families with children, tax 
code fairness, drug treatment, homelessness, and voting rights nationally. 
Values at the core of such a long list are well expressed by the priorities of 
the Poor Peoples Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. 
Organizing in Maine and in 40 other states, the PPC invites more and more 
people to join up with a mobilizing action in Washington DC on June 
18. This mobilization presents an opportunity to CUF and other faith 
communities to take collective action together, by sending a delegation and 
reporting back. 
Historically, racial justice and economic justice are intertwined. Greater 
numbers of white people in this country are affected by structural poverty 
than are people of color. Yet people of color are providing leadership in a 
way that includes all races. As Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said:  
 

“Power for poor people will really mean having the ability, the togetherness, 
the assertiveness, and the aggressiveness to make the power structure of 
this nation say, ‘Yes,’ when they may be desirous of saying, ‘No.’ And it is 
my hope that we will get together, and be together, and really stand up to 
gain power for poor people. Black people, Mexican Americans, American 
Indians, Puerto Ricans, Appalachian Whites all working together to solve 
the problem of poverty.” 
 

To change the conversation, read the Third Reconstruction Resolution 
found at: https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org. 
When you find yourself thinking past the snow to summer, consider coming 
to DC for the June 18th convening. When we come back, no doubt we’ll 
have some more good stories to share! 
Peace,  
Malcolm and Mariah 
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Around the CUF Community 
…by Steffi E. 
 

Look at these cute 
Annual Meeting “Cookie Crunch” Fans! 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CUF member Virginia “Ginny” Hutchins 
died peacefully at age 94 on January 25th  

at her home in Camden, ME 
To read the full obituary click here. 

 

Condolences to 
Becky Hutchins 

128 Country Club Drive 
Auburn, ME 04210 

 

A memorial service on Zoom and in-person will 
be held later in the spring. Stay tuned! 

 
 
 

The “Little CUF Food Pantry” is in need  
of “non-freezing” food items! 

Please drop items off at CUF during office 
hours. Or call the office to arrange for a pickup. 

Thank you! 

 

 

Please welcome new CUF Members 
 

Meredith Ares 
Wally Campbell  
Darcy Campbell 

Barbara Craighead 
Dominique DiSpirito 

Ruth Lyons 
Theodore "Teddy" Lyons 

Carter Lyons 
Ann "Andii" Lyons 

Andrew Weeks 
 

 

 

Nancy Leavitt, CUF member and artist, created 
a beautiful “Snowlace” installation in the CUF 

Sanctuary for the bleak mid-winter weeks. 
 

 
 

 

 
You have to look closely to appreciate the intricacy 

of the snowlace display!  
Come visit during CUF office hours or for Sunday 

Worship and see for yourself! 
If you want to know more about Nancy’s art 

check out her website http://www.nancyleavitt.com 
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Recap of Christmas Eve Eve          (by Pastor Malcolm) 
 

Thank you to all the people who did a wonderful job with the Christmas Eve EVE program at the 
church on December 23rd. It was great fun, and attended by more than a few people. CUF wanted 
to do something fun and sacred at the church, in a year we couldn’t have a pageant. The Open 
House “stations” did that. The Dec. 23 event helped people of all ages tell God's story as repeated 
through Christian time, and connect personally to some beauty and cheer the tradition offers 
especially to children. 
As a group, you did it!   Abby Jernigan and Barbara Turner put together a delightful indoor craft, John 
Hackney with Matt Powers set up the beautiful outdoor display of the shadow nativity - and guiding 
star, John Hackney and Sandy Feher herded the camels, Matt Powers set up a lovely Christmas 
tree, Florence Cousineau made and served superb refreshments, Sonja organized YAWP for some 
jubilant story-telling, and Stephen Cousineau made sure a group of volunteers was excited and 
equipped for the effort. Plus Stephen provided publicity for Steffi to get the word out - who meanwhile 
had organized a month’s worth of cookies dropped off to the church. Well done!  
Mariah and I loved being present especially in the sanctuary to connect with people near the creche 
as they came through. 
 

Some CUF Christmas Snapshots 

   
 

 

CUF Annual Meeting  
Thank you to all who helped make the Annual Meeting on January 30th a great success! 

Special thanks to Connie Carter and Ed Brazee—who pulled off another successful “pandemic 
Cookie Crunch” - instead of our pre-pandemic Soup Buffet. You can see the happy faces of 
content “cookie crunchers” on the “Around CUF” page above.  

A real highlight of the Annual Meeting was the beautiful CUF Memory Slide Show 
—created by Sonja Birthisel and the YAWPers. 

Deacons Chair, Tricia Griffith, gave out the first-ever CUF Helperton Awards to: 
 

Stephen Cousineau, Sarah Marx 
Mary Lee McIntosh 

John Hackney, Judy Whitey 
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CUF Officers 2022 
  

Board of Trustees Board of Deacons 
Irene von Hoffmann, President, 2023 Tricia Griffith, Chair, 2022 

TBD, President-Elect TBD, Chair-Elect 
Brenda Stevenson, 2023 Emily Hasbrouck, 2022 

Rachel Dobbs, 2022 Jim Artesani, 2023 
Kathy Barry, 2022, Co-Treasurer Matt Powers, 2023 

Kevin Ritchie, 2023 Stephen Cousineau, 2023 
Brett Ellis, 2023 Emily Taylor, 2023 

John McCormack, 2023 Sandy Caron, 2023 
*David Griffin, 2024 Judy Perkins-Walker, 2022 
Sonja Birthisel, 2022 Connie Carter, 2024 

Rachel Dobbs, 2022, Clerk Ed Brazee, 2024 
Alyssa Wentehart, 2022, Co-Treasurer *Rachel Fowler 2023 

  
Staff Congregation Relations Property Committee 

Irene von Hoffmann, Chair, 2023 John McCormack, Chair 
John McCormack, 2023 Randy Adkins 

Sue Sullivan, 2023 Jeff Stevenson 
Connie Carter, 2023 Nancy Hall 
*Nancy Leavitt, 2024 Rob True 

Rev Malcolm Himschoot/ 
Rev Mariah Hayden, ex officio 

Kevin Ritchie 

Moderator Sue Swaim Ushers: Tricia Griffith, Ed Brazee 
Nominations Committee 

Ed Brazee, Deacons Tricia Griffith, Deacons 
Rachel Dobbs, Trustees Irene von Hoffmann, Trustees 

Shelley Gilman, Member-at-large Mariah Hayden, ex officio 
 

 
 

 
 

The Choir will meet again soon! 
Stay tuned! 

If you have always thought about possibly joining the choir,  you will soon have the chance to try it 
out.  Send an email to conniecarter21@gmail.com to become a of this wonderful group. 
 
 
 
 

              Mystery Friends Coming Soon! 
 

Mystery Friends is our church’s multi-generational writing exchange 
program. This is a fun unique opportunity to get to know a CUF attendee 
through correspondence and concealed identities. Stay tuned for upcoming 
details of Mystery Friends returning late winter through spring.  
         Timeline and process specifics to follow. 

Thanks, Shelley Gilman 
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Please start all your  
Amazon shopping sessions at 

http://smile.amazon.com 
and select the Church of Universal 
Fellowship as your charity choice. 

Thank you! 
 

 

 
 

Support Our Church- 
Buy a Hannaford Card! 

We continue to offer $100 Hannaford Gift 
cards for purchase at the church office. 
CUF gets $5.00 for each card we sell.  
You can buy your groceries or pay for 
prescriptions with the card at Hannaford. 
The Hannaford grocery gift cards work just 
like cash. Your purchase total will be 
deducted from the card balance. The 
remaining card balance will print on your 
sales receipt. You can use any funds 
remaining on your card the next time you 
shop. This is a win-win program offered by 
Hannaford in support of non-profits. 
 
 
 

 

            Ministers’  
          Office Hours 
           Wednesdays  

           from 12 to 1 pm 
 

 
 
 

 

   Monday Book Group  
  March 7 at 7:00 pm on Zoom 

Book discussion: 
Saving Jemima Blue 
By Julie Zickenfoose 

Please contact 
David Griffin drgriffin8@me.com 
to be added to the book group  

email list. 
 
 

 

CUF Knitting Group 
On Zoom 

Every other Tuesday 
from 5:00 to 6:00 pm  

 

We knit and chat and always have a 
good time! Come join us –  

even if you don’t knit! 
e-mail Steffi at cufoffice@icloud.com  

for Zoom link. 
 

 
 

Bible Study on Zoom 
Tuesdays from 4 to 5:00 pm 

e-mail Barbara Turner  
to join for the first time. 

 
 
 
 

Please support our 
YAWPers 

by dropping off your empty bottles and 
cans at Burby & Bates redemption 
center. Just tell the attendant you 

would like to donate your empties to 
“YAWP”. 
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CUF Covid Protocol 

There are many layers of protection against the pandemic, and CUF expects and encourages them 
all. Personal vaccination including booster is really important this winter, and is (thankfully) expected 
by everyone at CUF. Vaccination protects from the worst outcomes of severe illness, but is not 
sufficient to prevent transmission. Indoor masking is also required, along with physical distancing 
and ventilation as much as possible, to reduce exposure for a community. Lastly, good judgment 
and self-screening are important, which means people with symptoms stay home rather than join a 
group in public. Thank you! With all of these protocols in place, we can enjoy being together, all 
ages, in person.  

Covid Care 
Do you have to isolate, need meals or groceries? 

Call the CUF office and we will bring you 
a Covid Care Package and whatever else you need! 

 

 

Welcome to the Church of Universal Fellowship, a house for all people. 
We welcome persons of every age, background, circumstance, ethnicity,  

family configuration, gender identity, and sexual orientation. 
We believe that diversity enriches our faith community and that 
each of us has a right and responsibility to support one another 

as we search for the divine by living, learning, and growing. 
 

Wabanaki Land Acknowledgement Statement 
 

“The Church of Universal Fellowship recognizes that it is located on the unceded lands of the 
Penobscot Nation. This homeland is connected to the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations – Abenaki, 

Micmac, Maliseet, and Passamaquoddy – through kinship, alliances, and diplomacy. We commit to 
ongoing advocacy for the sovereignty and preservation of these nations’ rights and freedom and to 

align ourselves with ongoing concerns, opportunities and legislative priorities.


