
Minister’s Letter... 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I’ve lived in a lot of different states in 
my life and Maine, hands down, wins 
the prize for best spring! The smells 
and colors and flowers…the three 
baby robins just off our back 

deck…the increasing vaccination rate! And we are beginning to plan 
for our re-gathering as a community of faith. Some of our 
congregation are eager to return to the purple pews, and some of us 
will remain connected via Zoom only. Most of us imagine that, at 
some point and for various reasons, we are likely to connect via 
Zoom as well: new babies, head colds, surgery, rehabilitation, and 
summers at camp. 
 

A hybrid experience means additional changes to technology, 
equipment, and how we conduct worship. More complex technology 
means we need to hire skilled individuals. Hiring electricians and 
technicians cost money. The growing number of babies and toddlers 
means a delightful challenge in expanding space to accommodate 
our littlest people. In grand CUF fashion, we will face the challenges 
and opportunities head on and make it happen!  
 

When I started this letter it was spring, and today it is summer – in 
all her blazing hot glory. I’ve been thinking about all the ways to beat 
the heat. My current favorite idea is a slip-n-slide.  
A long plastic sheet for a runway, a little soap, and a hose make a 
fun DIY slide. (I do not endorse this version but the next time it’s 90+ 
you might see one of these at my house: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2Y6Osc0tjo).  
 

Yes, we have some challenges and bumps ahead, but we might as 
well enjoy the ride to get where we are going. In preparation for a 
grand fall re-entry, we are expanding nursery space, upgrading 
technology, hiring a Sunday morning tech assistant, and 
FUNdraising for these projects. Through the summer giving 
campaign, you are invited to help us slide into fall with excitement, 
energy, and the accommodations needed to keep us all connected. 
 

At some point we will accept the reasonable amount of risk that exists 
whenever we gather in person, and we will celebrate our ability to do 
so while welcoming in new members, new families, and the return of 
University students. There’s no group I’d rather be sliding with than 
all of you good people. Have a blessed summer! 
 

Peace, 
Mariah  
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Around the CUF Community… 
 

 
 

Reverend Mariah Hayden has graduated from 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio with a 

Doctorate of Ministry earned in  
Ecology, Justice, and the Practice of Ministry. 

Congratulations Reverend Dr. Mariah! 
 

 

   to the super kitchen  
   and server crew at the 
  “Small Taste of the World”  
         Fundraiser: 
       Bruce Burnham 

            Nancy Leavitt 
         Brenda and Jeff Stevenson 

        Ed Brazee and Connie Carter 
      And an enormous THANK YOU to  

Le “Chef Extraordinaire” Stephen Cousineau! 
“Thank You” image by Emilie Cousineau and Bailey Ellis 

 
 

A warm welcome to our  
new CUF members who joined on  

Celebration Sunday! 

      Hella Davis 

Rose Sunderland McKay 
 
 

 
 
 

Muriel Young, 
wife of past CUF pastor Douglas Young, has 

died at her home in the UK. Regards and 
condolences may be sent to their daughter: 

Briony Garety 
2 Linton Falls 
Linton,Skipton 

North Yorkshire  BD23,6BQ 
 

 
Thank you to Mark Bilyk, Jon Hawley and the CORE 
students for helping us get the enormous old TV that 

used to be in the MacKenzie Room to the Special 
Waste Collection Day in Old Town!  

 

From	Elizabeth	Smith	
 

Thank you to all that have 
supported me as I work 
towards my Silver Award in 
Girl Scouts. My Silver Award 
Project was to put together 
bags of hygiene and first aid 
items to pass out to the 

homeless.  I was planning on making a minimum of 
25 bags to pass out, but after all of your amazing 
donations and generosity, and the donations I have 
collected at my school and in my neighborhood from 
family and friends, I have now made 56 bags! I was 
able to make bags for men, women, and children. I 
was able to include everything on the list and even 
add a reusable water bottle to each bag!  This 
exceeds everything I had hoped to achieve!  I plan to 
bring the completed bags to the Bangor Area 
Homeless Shelter soon.   
Thank you all so much for your help and support! 
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The Path Ahead... 
 

Summer Zoom - Fall Gradual Re-entry  
Trustees and Deacons conferred and reviewed the results of the CUF listening survey. Values of 
thoughtfulness, flexibility, inter-generational community, and hospitality came through strongly. 
Public health indicates a range of good options. Group consensus indicated what feels best for CUF 
as a whole will be a Zoom worship summer, plus summer fellowship opportunities outdoors or small 
groups. Meanwhile, innovation with technology and re-sizing the nursery will prepare CUF for a 
grand re-entry in the fall: “All Together” both hybrid and in-person in the building.  
 

"All Together!" Special Summer Campaign 
To make it possible for people of every age, ability, and geography to participate into the future, CUF 
will create an enlarged nursery space in the basement and invest in long-term technology solutions 
in the sanctuary.  CUF Trustees have in mind a $15,000 target goal for the annual summer giving 
campaign to cover these improvements and other planned goals. More info coming soon. Your 
participation is welcome! 

 

Masks 
Under Covid-19 protocol, masks in mixed-vaccination company continue to be the norm for public 
gatherings. May you all have a safe and blessed summer! 
 
 

Looking forward to the summer months, our Religious Education Programs… 
Summer is a-coming and a lot’s been happening with our children and youth! 
The elementary class has had a great time meeting outside at the UMaine Littlefield Gardens for the 
past two months. We have watched the flowers open one by one – first the daffodils and tulips, then 
the apple trees and lilacs, and now the azaleas and rhododendrons.  We have been immensely 
grateful to live in such a beautiful place and be able to gather in person outdoors. We are also grateful 
for all the many CUFers who have volunteered and assisted with our children and youth programs 
over the last 12 months.  There’s no way we could have made it through this crazy year without you. 
 

The nursery class gathered in Sarah’s yard for some fun play time led by our nursery teacher Alyssa 
Urquhart - story time followed by lots of sliding, swinging and ooblick (if you don’t know what ooblick 
is, it’s worth googling!)  

 
 

The Coming of Age Class explored big themes like hospitality, testimony, giving, and social justice, 
making space for both personal and philosophical reflection and the details of church governance. 
Thank you to Rev. Malcolm and all the visitors who made that program such a success. 
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Our Mystery Friends/Pentecost party on May 22nd was a spirit-filled celebration of community and 
friendship. You can stop by the CUF front porch and play the Pentecost chimes we made any time. 
A big thank you to John Hackney and Erin Ellis for making this community art project a reality. 

Looking forward to the summer months, our religious education programs 
will be on hold until September, but during the months of July and August 
we will co-sponsor a series of 4 Saturday excursions with Welcoming 
Immigrant Neighbors (WIN) – Bangor.  CUF children, youth and families and 
New Mainer children, youth and families will gather together to play games, 
hike, eat, swim and get to know one another a bit better. If you have children 
between the ages of 4 and 18 and would like to participate in this program, 
please reach out to Sarah for more details at 520-271-9823.  
If you would like to donate lunches for these excursions (or funding for 

lunches) see the announcement elsewhere in this newsletter. A huge thank you to Stephen 
Cousineau and Sonja Birthisel for planning and organizing these outings. 
 

The nursery and elementary classrooms will also be undergoing some renovations in the coming 
months. Due to COVID distancing requirements and to a growing number of young families, our 
nursery space needs to expand.  The old elementary classroom will become part of the nursery 
classroom (via the addition of some new double doors) and the elementary classroom will move into 
the L off the Vestry. A big thank you to John McCormack and Bob Gallant for leading these efforts. 
 

As many of you may remember, the children and I started this year by inviting you to explore with us 
what it would take to bring the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Kingdom of God, into being here on Earth.  
We wondered aloud if maybe Heaven was an action, not a place, and we started collecting a list of 
“Heavenly Verbs.”  We spent the whole year collecting these verbs - as we read stories, listened to 
songs, made art, talked with each other and heard back from many of you via zoom or email. 
So we thought we would end the year by sharing our list with you.   
May your summer be Heavenly!  Sarah 
 

Heavenly Verbs 

 
 

 
YAWP News 

 

The YAWPers did a superb job planning and running our whole worship service Sunday, May 30th. 
If you weren’t there in person, you don’t want to miss it!   
Go check it out at this CUF vimeo link: https://opencuf.org/cuf-videos-starting-dec-6-2020/   
 

In May, the YAWPers finished their year of studying Building the Kingdom by planning a worship 
service for the whole CUF community, in order to share some of what they have learned!  
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They engaged with planning nearly all aspects of the service, from helping structure the children's 
sermon to choosing the hymns and Lord's Prayer used during worship. In place of a sermon, the 
youth chose to present a powerful video from the Americans Who Tell The Truth Project featuring 
Penobscot activist Sherri Mitchell. They then facilitated zoom breakout discussions with the 
congregation to prompt reflection and action on issues of importance to our Wabanaki neighbors.  
 

YAWP will be on break from regular Sunday School classes over the summer, but is looking forward 
to occasional just-for-fun activities and events. 
 
                         

Volunteer Cooks Needed! 
This summer CUF's youth programs are teaming up with Welcoming Immigrant 
Neighbors (WIN) Bangor to run a series of Saturday Excursions for youth. It's 
going to be amazing - but we need volunteers like you to help make it happen!  

 

We are looking for volunteer cooks to provide bag lunches and/or afternoon snacks for approximately 
15 youth on the following dates: July 17th, July 24th, July 31st, August 7th, and August 14th 
(rain date). An ideal lunch would include rice and beans or something rolled up in a tortilla so as to 
seem more familiar to all the youth, but whatever you choose to provide will be OK!   Snacks could 
include fruit, cheese sticks, chips, trail mix, etc. Can you help provide a meal or snack?  
Contact Bethanie Brown at bethanie1527@gmail.com to sign up or for more information. Thank you! 
 
 

Orono Pride! 
Orono Public Library is featuring online events for Pride month, including a book discussion led by 
Rev. Malcolm Himschoot. The upcoming “No Pre-Reqs” discussion will feature the book Fun 
Home by Alison Bechdel, a lesbian cartoonist. Bechdel authored the 2006 graphic novel memoir 
about her childhood, particularly focused on her relationship with her closeted gay father. 
Tuesday, June 22, 6 p.m. Registration required. Find the link from OPL Facebook or click here to 
visit the OPL website.  
 

 

 
You can still view the Orono Pride Story Door Project and the Pride Zoo of colorful rainbow animals 
at Webster Park until June 12!   The Story Door Project has been collecting stories from local 
LGBTQIA+ community members. Pastor Malcolm, as an out trans man, was one of the people who 
shared their stories: 
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 “It took me 20 years to name myself. Gender is a tricky riddle, after all, stigma layered on top of 
oppressive power dynamics. How can I say it best? Gender identity is a gift inside you.  
Gender expression is a game that others guess. Gender roles are given cultural importance, but 
they change. My story as an out trans person: At first, I was the only one I knew. Other people were 
ready to label me or pity me. I had to go from, “Oh, poor thing!” to “Watch out world!” It happened in 
community. I met other trans and queer people, and learned what grit and glam are made of. Normal 
is overrated. We have to not worry about the template, but each write our own story in our own way.  
With unique, creative resources of faith and hope and love.” - Pastor Malcolm (he/him) 
 

 

 
 

CUF Choir News! 
On May 19, the choir met outside behind the library in person to catch up and to hum a few bars of 
music as Laura strummed her guitar.  There is hope for singing again! 

Summer Music!  
If you have always wanted to share your musical talent with your CUF family, now is your 
moment.  We hope to have special music selections each Sunday during Summer Chapel -- that 
makes 10 Sundays!  We are happy that Matt Powers, Jasper McGill, the CUF Bell Choir, Kathy 
Bourgoin, and Jacob LaMontagne share their musical talents during the Sundays in 
June.   Depending on the Sunday, you may perform from your home, from church, or from the chapel 
location.         Please contact Connie Carter conniecarter21@gmail.com to volunteer.  
 

 

CUF’s Annual Picnic on Saturday, May 22nd was wonderful! 
 

Thank you Emily and Dewey Hasbrouck of Moe's Original BBQ for donating  
all the food for CUF’s “Annual BBQ Picnic” once again!  

The proceeds from the picnic ticket sales - $806.50 were donated to the  
Poor People’s Campaign – Maine! 

Thank you to our fabulous helpers who prepared the food for pickup and cleaned up afterwards! 
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The “Small Taste of the World” dinner fundraiser on June 5 in the Vestry was a great success! 

Stephen Cousineau donated all ingredients and labor and created a stunning 5-course meal 
for 50 fully-vaccinated CUF seniors. We were sorry not everyone could be invited to participate. 

Don’t be sad! Stephen promised to cook another CUF meal later in the summer or fall. 
The proceeds of the fundraiser came to $1350 and will go to the  

“All Together” Special Summer Campaign. 
Thank you Stephen, Florence, Ella and Emilie Cousineau! 

 

        
 

 

Spencer’s Ice Cream Fundraising Event! 
 

Join us in a fun summer fundraising event and enjoy a little socializing & 
fellowship at the same time! Starting around June 25th, forms will be 
available to pre-order Spencer’s Ice Cream pints for $10 each. Order a bunch 
for yourself or your family, or hit up your friends and neighbors to order some! 
$2 from each pint will come right back to CUF!  
 
On Sunday, July 11th at 11:30, Spencer’s Ice Cream trailer will be set up in 
the parking lot next to the library, where you can pick up your orders. While 

you’re there, grab a cone or bowl of ice cream for $5 and hang out and catch up with your CUF friends! This 
event will also be open for community members to stop in for ice cream, so let your neighbors, friends & 
family know. $1 from each bowl or cone will also come right back to CUF.  
 

Important Things to Know: 
 

Printable order forms will arrive via email, and there will be some in the office already printed out. 
Deadline for ordering and turning the orders in is Sunday, July 4th. 

Make checks payable to Spencer’s Ice Cream 
You are responsible for picking up all the ice cream on your order form. Plan to bring a cooler and distribute 

pints to the friends & family who ordered from you. 
 

The Most Important Information (The Flavors): 
 

Black Raspberry, Chocolate, Chocolate, Chocolate PB Fudge, Cookies & Cream, Cotton Candy, French 
Vanilla, M&M, Maine Maple, Mint Chocolate Chip, Pumpkin Chocolate Chip, Red Raspberry, Strawberry, 

Upta Camp Coffee 
 

Tricia Griffith will be the main contact person for these events. 
tricia@triciagriffitharts.com - (207) 812-0039 

We can’t wait to see you all there! 
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….And More Fun!!  Summer Fundraising Silent Auction 
 

As part of our summer fundraising fun, Rachel Dobbs and & Tricia Griffith are organizing an online silent 
auction. Our goal for this auction is to provide some mid- to high-end items that will make bidding fun & 
exciting! Think a night out for two, a catered meal, scenic tours, massage packages, furniture, musical 
instruments, wine & chocolate, a weekend getaway, gift certificates to local businesses, etc… 
 

If you have an item or items you’d like to contribute to the silent auction, contact Rachel Dobbs or Tricia 
Griffith. We will start collecting the items the week of July 12th, the online auction will be set up the following 
week, and will launch on July 25th. The length of the auction period is yet to be determined.  

Tricia Griffith       Rachel Dobbs 
tricia@triciagriffitharts.com     crookery@hotmail.com 
207-812-0039       207-659-0970 

 
 
 

June PPC-Maine Action 
 

From Jules Hathaway: 
     Shortly before he was killed Martin Luther King had an epiphany.  What good was it to a person 
who could sit at a lunch counter but not afford a burger?  Poor People's Campaign stemmed from 
the realization that racism could not be addressed without dealing with poverty. 
     Much of America buys into the myth of meritocracy--the idea that people who lack basics and 
opportunities do so through lack of ability and/effort.  It's a pull yourselves up by your bootstraps 
mentality that absolves those who having to help those who lack.  There is a forgetting that those 
who prosper often start out privileged and those who don't often face insurmountable obstacles. 
     COVID exposed the too often hidden and often deadly inequities.  Malcolm and I joined with other 
people on June 7, 2021 to demand for all what we need to lead lives that are healthy, rewarding, 
and accorded basic dignity--the kind of lives we want for ourselves and our loved ones.  I want to 
see these discussions happen in our church.  Next year there will be a national march in DC and I 
want a group from CUF to be there. 
 

 
 

Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival emphasizes an interconnected set of justice 
issues, building a voter power base to change the norms of national policy conversation. 
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Summer 2021 Pilgrim Lodge Update: 
 

No traditional Summer Camp yet to protect the health and safety of our  
campers, staff, and volunteers. 

 
We are doing all in our power to create some safe opportunities to get people to PL this summer, 
and we are looking at offering day passes to come take a swim, walk the labyrinth or the nature 
trails, and maybe enjoy some ice cream. This is in the planning stages and official updates via email, 
social media and pilgrimlodge.org will be posted as soon as possible. Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to the PL office at 207-724-3200 if you have any questions. 
 
Pilgrim Lodge relies upon the revenue from summer camp fees to not only run the camps in the 
summer but to support the site and its year-round staff. Our core staff team will spend this summer 
maintaining PL, fundraising, and preparing for a return to camp in 2022.  

 
Please consider a donation to help ensure PL’s presence and programs continue  

long after this pandemic has passed.  
 

Donate online here or send your donation to: 
Pilgrim Lodge, 103 Pilgrim Lodge Lane, West Gardiner, ME 04345. 

 
 


