
Ministers’ Letter... 
 
 
Dear CUF, 
 
February is busy! We have our Annual 
Meeting on February 14th, Valentines 
showing up in our mailboxes, the launch of 
our (expanded) Mystery Friends, and… 
Lent begins!  

 
Oh yeah, Lent – a season of confession, austerity, and sacrifice 

leading up to Holy Week and a grand Easter Celebration. Last year the 
children planted zinnia seeds as we buried our Alleluias, and those zinnias 
bloomed all summer long. Lent is an exercise of faith that promises, despite 
difficulty, our God is a God of Life. It’s ok to live with doubt or fear; Lent 
teaches us that Hope and Love always have the final word.  

 
Lent begins with ashes. Ashes are a sign of mourning; signifying 

that something is wrong and life has shifted dramatically. The bible tells us 
Job sat upon ashes following the death of his children. Mourners would rip 
their clothes and pour ashes on their heads to signify grief.  

 
In a traditional Ash Wednesday service, you would stand before 

your ministers as we make a cross your forehand or hand with ashes and 
a bit of oil. We say something like: ‘remember you are dust and to dust you 
shall return’ or ‘remember your mortality; someday you shall die, remember 
to live fully.’ A message that we are all here for just a short time, and 
someday each one of us returns to the dust of the earth. In a year when 
2.2 million people faced the end of their mortality because of the 
coronavirus, none of us need reminders about how short lived and 
precarious these bodies are.  

 
Every single time we wash our hands, we remember. For the last 

11 months, we have donned masks, a 2020 version of an ashen cross on 
our foreheads. Our ashes have been the distance of at least 6 feet no 
touching, and avoiding enclosed rooms. We are an embodied people; but 
we don’t exchange so much as a handshake lest our mortality come too 
close. The physical reminders of mortality are evident every single day. 

 
While we won’t gather in person this Ash Wednesday, we do invite 

you into a time of reflection. Ash Wednesday is February 17 and we will 
gather on Zoom at 7:30 for a brief service of remembrance. In order to 
prepare, please let the office know if you would like to attend so we can 
mail or drop off materials to you ahead of time.  

 
Next month you will hear about Easter celebrations, and other 

opportunities to engage in the life and love of this place. There is so much 
that is good and lovely and caring about CUF: Be a Mystery Friend. Send 
a Valentine. Join the Annual Meeting Zoom. Observe a Lenten practice or 
intention. Invite a friend. 

 
We are blessed to share this journey with you. Be a blessing.  
(And wash your hands!) 

 
Malcolm & Mariah 
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Around the CUF Community… 
 

There is an old weather saying: "As the days grow 
longer, the cold grows stronger". We are all trying 
to stay warm through those cold days and nights 
of February. But spring is on the horizon and the 
longer daylight is so wonderful… 

CUF’s Christmas decorations have been packed 
away and Nancy Leavitt’s blue and white 
snowflake decorations in the CUF Sanctuary will 
be dismantled next week to make way for the 
more somber purple color of Ash Wednesday and 
the beginning of Lent. Take a last look at the 
dazzling snowflake beauty below! 
 
 

 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU 
 

~ to Emily Hasbrouck who spent countless hours 
purchasing and wrapping Christmas presents for 
27 children from 14 families at Talmar Woods.  
Emily and her team of volunteers delivered the 
presents right before Christmas and spread a lot 
of Christmas cheer. 
~ to Judson McIntosh and Alma Homola for 
funding the wonderful Christmas presents 
project. 
 

~ to Mary Lee McIntosh for organizing a 
Christmas Basket delivery to the same families 
that received a Thanksgiving Basket in 2020. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Camille the Camel and the Queen of Sheba have 
found a place to rest and restore from their 
extensive travels during the Christmas season. 
They will hang out together in the CUF attic until 
next Christmas! Thank you to all who traveled 
with and hosted our camels!  
 
 

 

Congratulations to Robin 
Climo on publishing her first 

children’s book! 
“The Playground” tells the 
story of Calvin and Tommy. 
Calvin is a nice, thoughtful 
boy, who looks out for his 

friends. Tommy has never been taught to care 
about anyone but himself. Follow Tommy and 
Calvin on their encounters with the other kids on 
The Playground to see how differently they 
handle situations. 
 
 

A BIG Thank You to Bob Gallant for moving the 
CUF mailbox from the Old Parsonage porch to 

right outside the CUF main entrance! 
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CUF Annual Meeting, This Sunday February 14! 
 

This year's Annual Meeting has a slightly new look and we are excited about it. Several sections of 
the Annual Meeting will be included in the morning's service and after the Congregational 
Benediction, we will move into discussion and voting— the more "official" part of the meeting. 
 

We invite and encourage everyone to join us for morning worship at 10:00 am followed by discussion 
and voting at approximately 11:00 am. 
In preparation for the Annual Meeting please review our year-long process of education from the 
Wabanaki Solidarity Committee. This process has helped prepare CUF for a vote on a statement of 
land acknowledgment and commitment to the rights and concerns of Maine’s indigenous peoples. 
The statement itself appears in the Annual Report (pg. 13).  

For more information:  
https://opencuf.org/social-action/wabanaki-solidarity/ 

 

 

It’s the Annual Meeting Miracle— Soup turns into Cookies! 
Since we can’t gather for our Annual Meeting Soup Luncheon,  

we are offering the “Cookie Lunch” instead.  
On Saturday, Feb. 13, between 3-4 pm,  

pick up your Ampersand cookies right in front of CUF.   
Just drive up to the curb and a “cookie miracle” runner will bring your bag of 
cookies to your car.  SPECIAL ALERT — to make this really worth the trip, 

we are adding the “Sweet Tooth Lottery”.  Ten lucky people will find in their bag a coupon to 
receive a special dessert treat.  All you need to do is call the number on the lottery ticket and order 

your treat from one of our phenomenal CUF bakers.   
In order to help us have the right number of cookies, please send a quick email 

to edbrazee@gmail.com 
or text/call Ed Brazee at 207-576-8000 by Thursday, February 11.   

Don’t worry if you forget to sign up and remember on Saturday that you want to be part of the 
“Sweet Tooth Lottery”, we will have a few extra cookies for those who forgot to call ahead. 

 

 

 

CUF Valentine’s Cheer! 
 

Sarah Marx and the CUF children have started a CUF Valentine Chain by mailing out 20 
valentines to random folks/families in our congregation.  

If you get one in the mail, please cut out 3 paper hearts and mail them to whatever names are 1st, 
2nd and 5th after your own name in the church directory. 

Please sign your Valentines “From a CUF Friend.” 
If you get a second Valentine in the mail, please consult your directory once again and mail your 

next batch of hearts to the 3rd, 7th and 11th entries after your name. 
If you are running out of inserts for your Valentines email Sarah or Steffi. 
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Lenten Devotional 
Would you like to receive a weekly devotional, created by CUF, throughout the season of Lent? 

For those who would like to receive a weekly devotional email, please sign up with 
communications staff member Barbara Turner: bjt12151951@gmail.com.  

Each Sunday evening you will be sent a message containing that week’s internet links gathered 
from other CUF people, with poems, stories, art or music they found relevant to the theme. 

 

Lent ~ February 21 to April 4 
 

SEASONS 
SIGNS 

SHADOW 
STORY 
SAINTS 
SCARS 
SEEDS 

 

If you would like to help create the devotional, you are welcome to contribute! Share links to 
something which forms your faith that you found online, by simply posting within the CUF 
Connections group on Facebook. Or, send by email to CUF's Lenten devotions curator Rachel 
Fowler: fowlerrachelanne@gmail.com. Your creativity is invited! 
 

If you would like a packet for the Ash Wednesday service on Zoom, 
Wed. Feb. 17 at 7:30 pm - call or email the CUF office at 866.3655 or cufoffice@icloud.com. 

 

 

 

The Choir meets - we just can't sing! 
 

 

 

The Choir has decided to come together once each month for a bit of collegiality and an opportunity 
to learn more about sacred music from our wonderful and incredibly knowledgeable choir director, 
Fran Vogt.  The choir gathers on Zoom the second Wednesday of each month from 6-7 p.m.   
The first meet-up was Wednesday, Feb. 10. The next will be March 10. Choir members should be 
on the lookout for a Zoom link from Connie Carter.  Although we miss singing, this gives us a time 
to learn more about sacred music without the pressure of having to make sure we are ready to 
perform. If you have always thought about possibly joining the choir,  this is a chance to try it out and 
increase your knowledge as well.  Send an email to conniecarter21@gmail.com if you are not 
already on the choir list and want to be a part of this wonderful group. 
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Celebrating the Ministry of Reverend Dr. Bruce Burnham 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Bruce Burnham, long-time associate member of CUF, is celebrating his “re-treading” 
moment (not retirement) from long-term parish ministry. He has served in Michigan and in Maine, 
most recently as Designated-Term Minister at East Millinocket Congregational UCC.  
 

Bruce attended Andover Newton Theological School for an MDiv and Bangor Theological Seminary 
for a DMin, sustaining a pastoral ministry of 40 years. With his winsome kindness and generosity, 
easy story-telling, profound social justice UCC commitments, and energetic effort including for the 
Association and Conference, Bruce has built up two generations of ministers and contributed to 
depth in the life of the church.  
 

Bruce and Pam Burnham intend to stay local, living on Pushaw Lake, hosting and visiting grandkids, 
and baking wonderful bread at Christmastime. Staying active, Bruce will probably be found still 
volunteering for leadership development and service/mission activities, pulpit supply, and improving 
the UCC's Pilgrim Lodge summer camp for all ages. 
Thank you Bruce, and welcome to a new chapter! 
 

Ministry In and On Behalf of The United Church of Christ - Rev. Dr. Bruce Burnham 

Associate Minister; St. Paul United Church of Christ, Taylor, Michigan 1980 – 1983 

Pastor and Teacher; First Congregational United Church of Christ; North Berwick, Maine 1983 – 1997 

Baker and Food Service Manager; Pilgrim Lodge, Maine Conference United Church of Christ; West 

Gardiner, Maine  1997 

Vocational Training Coordinator and Bakery Manager, York County Shelters; Alfred, Maine.  1997 – 1998 

Associate Pastor, Chaplain to Elders; Woodfords Congregational Church United Church of Christ;  

Portland, Maine  1999 – 2001 

Pastor and Teacher; North Saco Congregational United Church of Christ; North Saco, Maine 1999 – 2002 

Pastor and Teacher; Alfred Parish United Church of Christ; Alfred, Maine  2002 – 2015 

Pastor and Teacher; First Congregational United Church of Christ; East Millinocket, Maine  2017 – 2020 
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Ed and Helen Piper’s daughter donates CUF- made quilt back to CUF! 

 

In 1997 some “fan” quilt blocks along with extra 1930’s fabric were given to some CUF women. They 
completed extra blocks and pieced together a beautiful quilt which they hand quilted. The quilt was 
acquired at a CUF church fair by Crystal Piper Slatick, the daughter of Ed and Helen Piper. She has 
recently returned the quilt to us as a donation and we would like to use it as a fund raiser for the 
church. The only surviving members who worked on the quilt are Leah Vetelino, Judy Whitney and 
Sally Irons. If you have any suggestions for the fund raiser, please contact us.   Leah   

 

Crystal Piper Slatick sent us this “History of Grandmother’s Fan Quilt” 
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Monday Book Group on Zoom 

 
All welcome! 

 

    March 1 at 7:00 pm 
    Siberian Rescue 

   by Wendall Tremblay 
Host: David Griffin 

 
 

 
Hannaford Grocery Card Fundraiser 

 

$100 Hannaford Grocery Cards available! 
Call the CUF office at 866-3655 to order! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Don’t know much about the CUF Connection 
Facebook page? If you are on Facebook (not 
necessary) and would like to join this group that 
just allows CUFers to connect—here is the link 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/634128994088259  

 
Erin Ellis will approve your request  

to join the group. 
 
 
 

 
 

          Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

                   Every other Tuesday at 5:30 pm  
 

           Next meeting February 16 
 

    Join Zoom here 
 

Bring needles, crochet hooks, and soft yarn!  
Find a comfy chair and let’s make prayer 
shawls for people in need of comfort--and 

have a fun at the same time! 
 

More info? Call Steffi at 866-3655 
 

 

 

Emily Hasbrouck is creating an opt-in e-mail 
list for people who would like to receive  
Jules Hathaway’s poetry and book 

reviews. 
 

Jules’ writings are wonderful, and insightful. 
She has an amazing talent to distill things into 
simple clarity. If you want to be added to this 
e-mail list please contact Emily Hasbrouck at 

evolz05@comcast.net 
 

  
 

Rabbi Darah Lerner of Congregation Beth El 
in Bangor shares that she was very recently 
diagnosed with ovarian cancer. She has 
traveled to New Mexico to be with her wife 
Kelly and begins treatment at the University of 
New Mexico Comprehensive Cancer Center 
next week. At this time, her treatment plan 
starts with surgery on February 17 and will be 
followed by chemotherapy.   

 

Prayers and cards are welcome. 
 

Please send cards to: 
Rabbi Darah Lerner and Kelly Quagliotti 

2900 Vista Del Rey #24B 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 

 
To stay updated about Rabbi Lerner’s journey 

back to health please go to this website: 
 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/rabbidarahlerner 
 
 

 

The “Share Our Stimulus” Campaign  
was a great success! 

CUF received $2520 for the General 
Operating Fund 

Thank you! 

 


