
Ministers’ Letter... 
 

Dear Congregation, 
 

They say the best way to raise money is… 
to ask for it.  
 

Pledges after November showed 150K 
net of 250K needed to meet a flat budget, 

with 75 households pledging and a range of annual gifts from $360 
to $11,000. CUF’s Trustees are used to working with more like 
$200,000 from member giving, but a downturn from Covid does not 
explain the decrease. Rather, each year as elders have passed on, 
so has a giving culture passed, involving significant financial 
donations. 
 

Our memory of quilt raffles and delicious blueberry pies is strong! But 
that was never the whole picture. CUF members who have passed 
in the last few years gave annually at a higher percentage, equaling 
more than 4x our remaining average gift. 
 

Lest we try to fill a $100,000 budgetary gap with the prospect of a 
thousand blueberry pie sales, each generation needs its own 
introduction to the finances of a cooperative non-profit venture. 
 
You know already the reasons why you give financially to your 
church. CUF feels like a place for faith exploration or a spiritual 
home, which can’t be easily duplicated, cheapened, or found 
elsewhere. CUF develops or advances your values, and builds 
community across generations. CUF channels ways to make a 
difference reaching out through the local area and beyond to 
advance change in our time. CUF grows practices to connect 
yourself and others to God and joy and hope!  
 
Still, not everyone knows how to give – or what scale of gifts is 
appropriate. The truth is, significant member gifts are helpful to 
preserve the core purpose of the church. Here are several ways to 
make financial contributions (in addition to making delicious, salutary 
and warm in-kind donations):  
 

Assets. Have you sold something in the past year, like a boat or a 
second home? You can tithe the proceeds to your church.  
Investments. Are your stocks generating more than you need? You 
can talk with your financial advisor about a regular planned transfer, 
or a once-a-year adjustment, naming CUF as the recipient.  
Income. Are you currently giving a calculation based on percentage 
of your income, such as 5%? Can you raise your gift by one percent? 
The historic target of a tithe (10%) of income is not meant to make 
people feel bad, or not ‘religious enough.’ It is a figure meant to help 
a group in a proportional and fair way together weather the storms 
that would otherwise submerge a budget with an organ, a minister, 
and a building.  
 
Please continue to read Ministers’ Letter on page 3. 
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Around the CUF Community… 
 

Christmas celebrations at CUF were beautiful thanks 
to so many participants who put their hearts and hard 
work into our worship services and so much more. 
Thank you to Laura Artesani, Fran Vogt, Rachel and 
Nora Dobbs and our ministers who gave us the gift of 
beautiful music! 
Thank you to the children and youth who participated 
in the “Three Wise People Song”. If you missed 
Christmas Eve worship you can go to 
https://vimeo.com/494558933 and watch the 
recording. The song starts approximately 14 minutes 
into the service. 
Thank you to John Hackney, Rev. Mariah, Stephen, 
Florence, Emily and Ella Cousineau, Laura, Sonja, 
Avi, Barbara, Jasper, Eli and Sarah. They all helped 
make our elaborate outdoor Christmas display 
happen. 
 

 
 
Camille the Camel traveled to visit many of our church 
members. She even stopped by our former minister 
Rev. Lorna’s house. Lorna and Camille looked great 
together--they were perfectly color-coordinated! 
Camille the Camel was sometimes joined by her 
buddies, Caramel the Dog and the Queen of Sheba - 
another camel.  

 
 

 
Thank you to all who donated poinsettias to beautify 
the Sanctuary and to bring Christmas cheer to the 
people who received them! 
 

Nancy Leavitt, CUF member and artist, created a 
beautiful snowflake art installation in the CUF 
Sanctuary for Epiphany. If you want to know more 
about Nancy’s art check out her website 
http://www.nancyleavitt.com 
Nancy will host an online Snowflake Making Party on 

Wednesday, January 20. To participate email 
nancy@nancyleavitt.com 
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Ministers’ Letter (continued from page 1) 
 

Named beneficiary. Do you have a life insurance policy, will, etc.? You can indicate in advance an 
amount ranging from a percentage to a large legacy gift to benefit CUF in the future. 
 

The CUF Trustees in 2021 will work not to scare you. They will minimize church costs and explain 
we're seeking to close the larger-than-ever gap with CUF’s small endowment and facilities rental. 
(This could account for $30k, plus or minus.) 
 

Anonymous “angel givers” will make it easier for the Trustees to feel less urgency when looking at 
the remaining $70k gap. (Thank you – whoever you are!)  
 

Yet being alert to the generational passing of our time, it is wise to share a renewed orientation to 
enthusiastic giving - in all non-profit organizations and particularly for voluntary religious groups. The 
Spirit is nothing without generosity, and “the world of the generous gets larger and larger.” Based on 
your resources and your ability, you are invited to give CUF’s Trustees something to work with, as 
they budget for a full, vibrant, active congregation for the 21st century.  
 

Will you give this year in a new way? 
 

Thank you! 
Pastor Malcolm and Pastor Mariah 
 

News from our Children and Youth Programs 
 

A big thank you to everyone who made the Outside Family Nativity event possible -  to Sonja, Avi, 
Jasper, Eli and Barbara Turner for photos and general set-up, to Laura Artesani for the music, to 
Mariah for the Christmas blessing, to the Cousineau family for the hot chocolate, and to John 
Hackney for the shadow box itself!  The Nativity we created was beautiful and as unique as our 
congregation. Thanks to all the families, children and youth who participated and shared your 
creativity and Christmas spirit with us! 
 
 

    
 

 
Thank you also to all the families, children and youth who participated in the Christmas Eve service! 
To see more photos of all CUF Christmas events please go to https://cuf.smugmug.com/ or to the 
CUF connections Facebook page. 
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YAWP News!   YAWP spent much of December putting together a video featuring a silly song about 
the Three Wise People, set to the tune of "We Three Kings of Orient Are" for the CUF Christmas 
Eve service. Recording and editing this remotely was an exciting challenge, which led to lots of 
laughter! You can watch a recording of the song at https://vimeo.com/494558933. The song starts 
approximately 14 minutes into the service. 
In the New Year, the YAWP group is going to start applying our study of Building the Kingdom to 
creating a service project. The youth will learn about and come up with a project related to the issue 
of pollution in the Penobscot River, which is important to many people in our community including 
members of the Penobscot Nation.  
 

Monday Book Group on Zoom 
All welcome! 

 

February 1 at 7:00 pm 
The Dutch House 
by Ann Patchett 

Host: Cathy Marquez 
 

March 1 at 7:00 pm 
Siberian Rescue 

by Wendall Tremblay 
Host: David Griffin 

 
 

 

Hannaford Grocery Card Fundraiser 
$100 Hannaford Grocery Cards available! 
Call the CUF office at 866-3655 to order! 

 
 
 

Gifts for Orono Commons 
 

Thank you to the many people 
who bought gifts for residents of 
Orono Commons.   

Forty residents awoke Christmas morning to 
your presents. 
The Girl Scouts that meet in our facility 
supported this endeavor again this year, 
buying for fourteen residents.  They are a 
special group of young ladies. The response to 
this outreach was overwhelming!  I had to go 
back to the Orono Commons Activities Director 
twice for additional names. I am feeling very 
proud to be part of this caring church.   
Thank you so much, 
Judy Whitney 

 
 

 
 

Not everybody knows about the CUF Connection 
Facebook page. If you are on Facebook (not 
necessary) and would like to join this group that 
just allows CUFers to connect—here is the link 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/634128994088259  

Erin Ellis will approve your request to join the 
group. 
 
 

Mark your calendars for the  
CUF Annual Meeting: 

February 14, 2021 after Worship 
On Zoom 

 

 

Condolences to: 
Janet and Mark Bilyk 

3 Gardner Road 
Orono, ME 04473 

on the death of Janet’s father,  
George Lapaire 

 
 

CUF Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Every other Tuesday at 5:30 pm  

Next meeting January 19 at 5:30 pm 
Join Zoom here. 

Bring needles, crochet hooks, and soft yarn!  
We make prayer shawls for people in need of 

comfort and have fun at the same time! 
More info? Call Steffi at 866-3655 

 



 

 5 

The Church of Universal Fellowship 
82 Main St. 

Orono, ME 04473 
207-866-3655 

cufoffice@icloud.com 
 
 

January 7, 2021 
 
 

 
 

Notice 
Members and Friends 

 
 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Members and Friends  
of The Church of Universal Fellowship 

will be held on Sunday, February 14, 2021 
after worship on Zoom 

to vote on the business of the Corporation. 
 

	
	
	
	
	
January	7,	2021	
Judy	Whitney,	Clerk	
	

	
	
	

	
       


