
Prelude                         Silent Night, Away in a Manger 
                                      Rachel Dobbs, Director Bodwell Hand Bell Choir, and Nora Dobbs, hand bells 
 

Welcome and Greeting          Rev. Mariah Hayden, Rev. Dr. Malcolm Himschoot                                 

 
Lighting the Advent Candles                           Jasper McGill, Eli McGill and Ministers 
 

God of love, we approach this holy night with hope, peace, joy, and faith. As much as we 
can, help us hold your holy gifts, and extend them to others. Since we cannot do this 
apart from you, please meet us, wherever we are, with your compassion come to fullness 
in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 
Call to Worship - Unison 

The adventure of Advent includes brave travelers, kind animals, kings, and ordinary 
people – waiting and watching and working for something new. In our community this 
Christmas Eve, let us witness and celebrate their preparation for the Christ child. Let us 
wonder freely, and imagine our way ahead. May the light of ALL our sacred stories burn 
bright and guide us on our way as we follow Mary and Joseph on their journey to 
Bethlehem. 

           

Carol            O Come All Ye Faithful (Verse 1)        #148 
 

Lessons and Carols 
 

The First Lesson                Mary and Joseph (Luke 2:1-5)                 Matt and Rachel Fowler, readers 
 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee… to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary … who was expecting a child. 
 

Blessing: Spirit of Life, we thank you for families who love and care for us.  
Whether far or near, you share an extravagant welcome. 

 

Carol    O Little Town of Bethlehem (Verse 1)                                                    #144 
  
The Second Lesson Innkeeper and Baby Jesus (Luke 2:6-7)                  Marquis family, readers 
 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 

Blessing: Spirit of Love, we thank you for the kindness of other people, for all who gather 
round us to help when we have troubles, and for the miracle of new life in the world. 

 

Carol                               Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (Verses 1,2)                                            #160   
 

The Third Lesson                     Animals (James 1:17)                                      Mascetta family, readers 
               
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above. 

 

Blessing: Spirit of Love, we thank you for beds and for cozy places to sleep. Be with 
everyone tonight who does not have a home or warm place to rest. Please help us change 
homelessness and poverty to something good and fair.  

Carol                                          Away in a Manger (Verse 1)                                                          #147 
 

The Fourth Lesson                    Angels (Luke 2:8-14)                                             Ellis family, readers 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you 
good news of great joy… To you is born… a Savior. … You will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace…”  
 
Blessing: Spirit of joy, we thank you for the gift of music! Help us sing and dance and 
work for peace in our world. 

 
 

Music Offering                 The Little Road to Bethlehem.             by Margaret Rose and Michael Head 
                                                                                         Francis Vogt, vocal, Dr. Laura Artesani, piano 
 

The Fifth Lesson                       Shepherds (Luke 2:15-16)                   The Hasbrouck family, readers 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 
 
Blessing: Spirit of creation, we thank you for farmers and shepherds, for gardens and 
food, for messengers and prophets. 

 
Carol                                   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (Verse 1).                                           #153 
 

The Sixth Lesson               Townspeople (Luke 2:17-18, 20)                   The Jernigan family, readers 
 

The shepherds made known what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen. 
 
Blessing: Spirit of adventure, we thank you for the gift of curiosity. We thank you for what 
we learn from each person, and that we are free to share our unique thoughts. 

 
Carol                                     Angels We Have Heard on High  (Verses 1,2)                                  #155 
 
The Seventh Lesson             Magi/Kings (Matthew 2:1-2,10-11                 The Powers family, readers 
 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem … wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking 
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.” When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child… and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 

 



 
“We Three Kings”            CUF YAWP Group 
 

The Eighth Lesson                    Stars (Matthew 2:12)                           The Cousineau family, readers 
 

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 
 
Blessing: Spirit of mystery, we thank you for the stars in the sky, for the sun and for the 
moon and for every gift of heaven on earth. 

 
 

Hymn                                          Joy to the World (3 verses)                                                          #143 
 
Reflection                                                                                                   Rev. Dr. Malcolm Himschoot 
 
Prayer            Reverend Mariah Hayden 
 
Carol                                                 Silent Night  (all verses)                                                         #145 
 
 1. Silent night, holy night,    2. Silent night, holy night, 
      All is calm, all is bright     shepherds quake at the sight, 
      round yon virgin mother and child.   glories stream from heaven afar, 
      holy infant, so tender and mild,    heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
      sleep in heavenly peace,          Christ the Savior is born! 
     sleep in heavenly peace.     Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 3.  Silent night, holy night,    4. Silent night, holy night, 
      Son of God, love’s pure light    wondrous star, lend thy light 
      radiant beams from thy holy face,   with the angels let us sing, 
      with the dawn of redeeming grace,   alleluia to our King; 
      Jesus, Lord at thy birth,     Christ the Savior is born, 
      Jesus, Lord at thy birth.      Christ the Savior is born. 
 

 
Benediction      Sarah Marx, Director Children and Youth Ministries 

 
Spirit of Abundance, help us to remember that the story is never over. Help us to keep 
our hearts and our minds open to the Magic which is all around us. Help us to hear the 
music of Christmas in each other’s voices. Help us to remember that the children keep 
coming. That the song goes on. And that no one knows when some small, small act of 
love (something as small as a baby) may change the world forever. Amen, Shalom, and 
Blessed Be. 

 

* The Postlude                                      Noel in Olden Style                                               Hastings 
                                                                                                                   Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
                                                                                                                     
 
      

Special “Thanks” to the CUF Children! 

Please join us for good cheer and to greet your friends and neighbors on Zoom! 

 
                                                                               Sam Usher “Refuge” 
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