
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars! 
Minister Installation Ceremony 

September 27th by Zoom! 
 

With almost a year (and what a year!) together with our new 
ministers we would like to formalize the commitment we all 
have made to each other and celebrate it. 
 

The service on Sunday the 27th will be a special one 
devoted to an Installation Service.  
 

It will of course be a different than typical Installation 
service due to COVID (e.g. the ministers colleagues will 
send video instead of attend in person) and it will still be 
remote for our congregation.  
 

But we will have a surprise not too different from the picnic 
in June at the end (i.e. drive by to get a treat and some 
designated places for people who wish to see others 
outdoors and socially distanced).  
 

So leave some extra time in your calendar that Sunday!  
 

It promises to be a special day for all of us!  
 
If you have any questions please contact the Installation 
Committee (Barbara, Brian, Ed, Irene, Tricia and Steffi) 
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Around the CUF community: 
 

A big Thank You to the Hasbrouck family and their 
restaurant, Moe’s Original BBQ, for donating all the 
food for CUF’s Annual Picnic in June!  
A very distanced, masked and gloved crew helped 
distribute tasty pulled pork, smoked turkey, 
cornbread and cucumber and watermelon salad to a 
hungry drive-by crowd. 
 

 
 

The total $2550 income was split equally between the 
Equal Justice Initiative and the Maine Poor People's 
Campaign. Two organizations that are doing critical 
work on social equity and justice. 
 

Thank you so much to Chef 
Extraordinaire Stephen Cousineau 
for giving us a delicious Taste of 
Lousiana at the beginning of August! 
His Chicken and Sausage Gumbo and 
Bread Pudding with Pecan Praline 
Sauce were simply delicious.  
Over $600 were raised for the CUF 
General Fund! 

 

Thank you to Jeff Stevenson for fixing the 
temperamental lock on the door to the Narthex. 

 

Have you seen the Powers 
family’s beautiful tribute to 
the people who have died 
from Covid-19? You can read 
the touching story about the 
Burned Hearts created by 
Matt, Grace, Owen and Nora 
in this BDN article. 

 

Cards of Love and Encouragement to 
Lyn and Randy Adkins 

PO Box 275 
Stillwater, ME 04489 

 

Betty Carr 
c/o Karen Bustillo 

18396 Magee Way 
Castro Valley, CA 94546 

 

 
 

If you have not yet seen the fun video of CUFers of 
all ages dancing to the Dazzling Bouquet Song click 
here. 
 

 

Terri McRae-Mitchell 
Terri passed away  
June 5, 2020 
Cards of Condolence  
may be sent to: 
Rori and Olivia Knott 
128 Fern Street 
Bangor, ME 04401 
 

From Anita Jolliffe 
“A graveside service was held for my husband 
Norman at Mt. Hope Cemetery on July 24, 2020 with 
family and a few close friends present. A heartfelt 
thank you goes to Pastor Malcolm and Pastor Mariah 
for the care they took in sharing stories and making 
this ceremony so meaningful for us all. Thank you to 
everyone at CUF for your support of cards and phone 
calls during the past months. Your kindness is greatly 
appreciated.” 
 
 

 
 

Goodbye Maine Summer! (photo: John Mascetta)
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NEW Zoom Link for Worship! 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83438389553?pwd=eTdXdCt1aFpwdkd0eGVuMzVSbG9xdz09 
 

All worship will continue to be hosted online, to take place in the sacred spaces of your home or 
remote destination.  
The Zoom link has changed!! Beginning September 6th the link now has a security passcode 
embedded in it, and is different from what we used all spring and summer. 
Please use the new link, also found in each Friday Digest email, and publicized on our CUF website. 
Feedback about the Zoom format over the summer highlighted that it is participatory and community-
building, intimate and concentrated, a graceful pace without distractions. In a time of Covid 19, our 
sanctuary is not big enough for all to gather with 6-foot distancing required for health precautions. 
Prioritizing what is creative, safe and inclusive for most people, CUF will continue to worship well 
through the miracles of modern technology. After all, worship is a verb!  
 

Coming Right Up! 
 

Sundays, all worship services will be streamed at 10:00 am  
 
 

Sunday, September 13    Kick-off of Religious Education with youth and children 
Sunday, September 20    Baptism of Rollie and Hugo Marquis 
Sunday, September 27    CUF Ministers Installation 
Sunday, October   4    World Communion Sunday 
 

Please stay tuned to Friday Digest emails to learn details of any safe in-person celebrations, such 
as ice cream after the ministers’ installation! 

 
Hospitality at CUF Satellite Site 

 

Beginning in September, Dirigo Pines (The Inn) will show livestream of 
CUF Sunday morning worship for those residents able to gather together in a common space. 

For more information, please call Paul Harris at 866-4991. 
 

 
Building Use Policies During COVID-19 

 

The church building remains closed to the public. A portion of the building – the second floor – may 
be used by high school CORE students and teachers. Staff access the main floor for essential duties. 
Programmatic use of the larger spaces including the vestry (basement) may be considered for small 
CUF groups, according to the following guidelines. 
 

Trustees met at the end of August and decided the following policies: 
 

“The Church of Universal Fellowship will limit use of the church building to church functions and 
programs under the supervision of the ministers and office coordinator. Spaces in the church building 
will not be used more often than once every 48 hours. Wearing masks, keeping 6 feet of social 
distancing, and proper sanitation standards will be maintained by any user of church space. 
Exceptions to this policy to be decided by the ministers and/or trustee board.” 
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The physical building of the Church of Universal Fellowship has been mostly closed since mid-March 
2020. Now that groups are beginning to use the building again, we need to clarify what protocols 
must be followed to keep in line with CDC guidelines to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
Effective immediately, the CUF board of trustees requires that these guidelines be followed by 
anyone entering or using the church building. 
 

• Visitors and CUF staff will sign in and out when they enter and leave the CUF building. 
• Visitors and CUF staff will wear masks for the duration of their time in the building and will socially 

distance whenever possible. 
• CUF staff are responsible for proper and regular cleaning of all common use areas in the building, 

and for scheduling the use of any space to allow adequate time for cleaning. 
• Visitors and CUF staff will self-monitor for COVID-19 symptoms and will not enter the building if 

they are showing any symptoms of the virus. Any potential or confirmed COVID-19 infection will 
be communicated to CUF board of trustees and ministers immediately upon discovery. 

• In the event of a presentation of symptoms or confirmed case of COVID-19 on CUF property, 
CUF staff will thoroughly clean and disinfect all areas in the building that the infected party may 
have come in contact with, or an outside sanitation company may be hired to perform this task. 

• Guidelines will be updated as new and more accurate information becomes available through the 
Maine CDC and other reputable sources of data. 

To inquire about scheduling contact the church office: cufoffice@icloud.com 
For other questions contact Rachel Dobbs, Trustee President: crookery@hotmail.com 

 
 

          Thank you to our talented musicians for summer music! 
 

Special music took on a new meaning this summer -- the people who stepped up to sing, dance, 
play are incredibly special.  They had to navigate performing over Zoom or recording a song and 
then fitting it into the right moment during our summer chapel.  We are so very fortunate to have 
Laura at the keyboard and on guitar (and voice) to lead us as we all sing at home, and even though 
Fran was not directing the choir this summer, he sang multiple times for summer chapel.  We are 
truly blessed to have both of these talented and caring musicians among us!  A very special thank 
you to Nancy Leavitt, Brett Ellis, Tricia Griffith, Matt and Nora Powers, and Rose McKay for adding 
some wonderful musical moments to our summer worship.  Summer chapel may be coming to an 
end, but the need for musicians continues.  Please contact Connie Carter 
(conniecarter21@gmail.com) if you want to offer music for a worship service. 
 
Wilson Center NEWS!  
 

CUF celebrates the news that the Wilson Center, an interfaith and ecumenical 
campus resource to the University of Maine, will have new leadership this fall.  
Sonja Birthisel has been named the next Executive Director.  
Sonja is a CUF member, she serves on the CUF Board of Trustees and is a co-
leader of the Young Adults with Pizzazz (YAWP) program. She will be attending 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America New England Synod’s School of Lay 
Ministry part time beginning this fall.      Congratulations Sonja! 

CUF’s designated Benevolence Giving in September goes to the Wilson Center and 350.org. 
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News from CUF’s Religious Education Program 
 

Welcome Back!  We hope you have had a wonderful 
summer.  Sonja, Avi and I are super excited for the start of the 
year.  

Both YAWP and the Elementary class will continue to meet online after church from 11:15am to 
12pm beginning on Sunday September 13th. 
If you have any questions, or if you are new to church and want to know how to get your child 
signed up, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 520 271 9823 or smarxmcgill@gmail.com 
Looking forward to it! 
Sarah 
Sarah Marx, Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

Elementary Curriculum for 2020-2021 
Heaven Can’t Wait! – Finding, Growing, Building and Being the Kingdom 

A mustard seed. . .  A pearl of great price  . . . . Yeast  . . . .  A generous landowner  . . .  what do 
they have in common?  You got it!  They are all images that Jesus used to describe the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 
So what exactly is this thing called Heaven? Is it a place?  An action? An attitude? What did Jesus 
have to say about it?  What do other religions have to say about it? And what about the people in 
our own congregation – what do we think about it? Is Heaven a place we go only after we 
die?  Can we bring it into being here on Earth? If so, what would we need to do in order to make 
that happen?  What kind of ingredients does Heaven require? Can we find, grow, build or be the 
Kingdom of God?  Join us as we use stories, songs, art, and games to explore these questions 
and more!   

YAWP 2020-2021 
This year in YAWP we will take the overarching youth program's Kingdom of Heaven theme and 
dive deeper into one specific question: how can we work toward the Kingdom here on earth? We will 
draw on a variety of curriculum resources, including engaging with stories from the Americans who 
Tell the Truth project, exploring the vision of Beloved Community that is part of Dr. Martin Luther 
King's teachings on nonviolence, and learning about peacemaking and inter-religious dialog through 
the UU's A Chorus of Faiths curriculum.   

If you have any questions about our curriculum, or about YAWP in general, feel free to contact Sonja 
or Avi at skbirthisel@gmail.com  or  avinashrude@gmail.com 
 

CUF Time Capsule for 2020 Racial Justice Action Tracking 
Members of CUF began this summer by attending protests in support of Black Lives. By summer's 
end, sustained disruptive protests throughout the U.S. had a historic effect on some city police 
budgets, state monuments, and other policies toward equity. To tell the story of this time in twenty 
years, CUF would like to create a time capsule. Your contributions are sought. Where did 
you personally put energy, effort, and action into racial justice in 2020? What stories can 
your family tell? Please write/clip/capture in a photo, and send to: 

Barbara Turner: bjt12151951@gmail.com. 
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Thank you for a very successful Special Summer Giving Campaign! 
We raised over $9,000 ! 

 

                                       Ministers' Information  
Pastor Mariah and Pastor Malcolm together share one full-time minister's schedule. You can visit 
them on Tuesdays by Zoom, 12:00-1:00 on a drop-in basis. 
Or by appointment: Mariah - Weds, Malcolm - Thurs. 
Reach Pastor Mariah for visitor and new member questions, to connect with university students, to 
plan weddings and baptisms, and to liaise to community faith groups. Reach Pastor Malcolm for 
pastoral care visitation, memorial service planning, public faith witness activism, and written 
communications. 
Pastor Mariah works more with Deacons and the program life of the church. Pastor Malcolm works 
more with Trustees and the infra-structure for CUF over time. Both ministers share worship and 
preaching, staff relationships, and nurture multi-generational religious education.
 
 

 

     Monday Night Book Group on Zoom   
All welcome! 

September 7 at 7:00 pm 
Aging With Grace 

Author: David Snowdon 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84709897802 

Meeting ID: 847 0989 7802 
Phone  +1 929 205 6099  

 
 

CUF’s Book Study Group on Race and 
Racism will meet later in September. 

 
 

Please buy your $100 Hannaford Cards! 
Call the CUF office to order! 

 

 
Wabanaki Solidarity Committee 

 

Land Acknowledgment Education and 
Discussion 

 

Throughout the fall, the Deacons will host 
multiple forums for discussion, learning, and 
engaging topics around Maine’s indigenous 
peoples. Our fall education will culminate in a 
congregational vote to ratify a land 
acknowledgement statement that will be 
shared and read at every gathering held at the 
church. We commit ourselves to deeper 
understanding of land use policies that stole 
land from the Wabanaki peoples and ongoing 
legislation that would further restrict 
indigenous peoples’ lands, autonomy, and 
governing. 
You can look forward to (virtual) watch parties 
about Maine’s indigenous people; a book 
discussion about native relationships with the 
land and the impact on ecological justice 
issues; and opportunities to ask question, 
learn, and grow in our understanding. 
 

Please start all your Amazon shopping 
sessions at http://smile.amazon.com 
and select the Church of Universal 
Fellowship as your charity choice.

 


