
 
Are we there yet? How much longer? Can 
I have a snack? 
 
Questions that grated on the ears of 
parents driving with children on a long 
road trip. In my family any trip over 4 hours 

allowed us to bring a toy, book, or walkman and headphones. Hours 
of boredom have been withheld from children of the 21st century with 
the advent of smart phones, streaming services, and audio books. 
Yet many a family has had that SAME conversation with their kids, 
even for a trip across town. 
 

Are we done yet? How much longer? Can I have a snack? 
 

Questions that define most of our days in March, April, and into May. 
I will admit to tossing that well-rehearsed whine into the house for no 
one in particular – I’m boooooorrred.  How much longer will we be at 
home? How many more zoom meetings? How long until I can hug 
another person? Why am I eating so many snacks?!? 
 

After 50 years of striving to save the planet and decrease 
dependence on fossil fuels, fix unsustainable agricultural systems, 
clean the air and water, and protect endangered plants and animals; 
perhaps we’re ready with the same protest:  
 
Are we there yet? How much longer? Can I have a snack? 
 
Earth Day isn’t just a day; it’s an occasion to remember that it takes 
effort and activism to care for our planet. For 50 years, April 22nd has 
marked a moment of remembering how many miles we’ve come 
since rivers caught on fire and air pollution nurtured a generation of 
asthma sufferers.  But we aren’t there yet. 
 
We’ll spend a season with Earth Day and how our ecological selves 
intersect with our faith and spiritual practices. Each week in worship 
we’ll connect with some aspect of creation care through a member 
of the congregation who is living out their faith through an 
environmental-related vocation. We will hear from Sonja Birthisel, 
Brian Marx McGill, and Paul Harris among others. I’m grateful for the 
insight they bring and their commitments to the earth. Our prayer is 
that all of us, individually and collectively, will find new ways to 
leverage our power for the good of all people and all of creation. 
 
Are we there yet?  How much longer?  
 
There is some holiness in waiting – for the restoration of God’s 
creation and for the pandemic to lessen. Waiting gives us a chance 
to connect with the planet and with each other in brand new ways. 
So, have a snack and settle in for the ride; God will go with us. 
 
Grateful to be with you all on this journey, 
 
Mariah & Malcolm 
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Around the CUF community: 
CUF’s online worship services continue to be well 
attended on “Zoom”. It is a joy seeing all those familiar 
faces, listening to the voices of our pastors, to Laura 
playing the piano, Fran Vogt singing and to many 
talented CUFers sharing their gifts of music and 
poetry! Among others, Carolyn Hopkins sang a hymn 
and played the ukulele, Matt and Nora Powers offered 
a beautiful prayer song, and Nancy Leavitt read us a 
poem. During virtual children’s time we had visits from 
Reverend Mariah’s new baby chickens and the 
“Question Bunny”. The Religious Ed children and 
YAWPers continue to meet virtually on Sundays with 
lesson from Sarah Marx, Sonja Birthisel and Avi 
Rude! 

A message from Sally Irons  
Dear Friends: A BIG thank you to everyone who sent 

cards and called while I was in Orono Commons. They 
were all very much appreciated. I am now home and 

should be back on my feet by mid-May.  
With many thanks, Sally Irons 

 

 
 

Nancy Leavitt hanging “Gratitude Grams” outside 
CUF on Thursday. Read more about Gratitude Grams 
on page 4 of the WIND. 
 

Farewell and best wishes to our beloved 
Mark Baker and Rev. Darren Morgan 

as they start a new life in Orleans, Massachusetts. 
Rev. Darren Morgan will have a new ministry as 

Pastor of The Federated Church of Orleans. 
Their new address is: 

4 Liberty Lane 
Orleans, MA 02653-2430 

Rev. Darren also has a new email address: 
dmorgan02653@gmail.com 

 

From Lyn (and Randy) Adkins 
Dear CUF Family, 

What a wonderful gift! The “comfort” quilt really 
warmed my heart. It will be with me during my next 

treatment on April 22, as a reminder of your love and 
caring. Thank you to all, especially Pam for making it 
and Sally for the lovely colored squares. Many cards 
with prayers have arrived from CUF during my whole 

process. They give us strength and courage.  
Miss you all! God is with us.  

Love, Lyn and Randy 
 

 
 

Cards of Condolence to 
Travis Snell 

39 Ducas Drive, Apt. 1200 
Orrington, ME 04474 

on the death of his mother  
Judith Anne Snell 

 

Tricia Griffith wants you to know there is a Book 
Swap box on the CUF covered porch where you 
can leave a book that you have read and pick up a 
book that you find interesting.  
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CUF’s Zoom Online Worship! 

 

There is an online Worship service each Sunday on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/387183979 
On Sunday please use this recurring link at 10:00, to join CUF live and interact with other people 
worshipping together. (If you prefer phone, Zoom has a phone number too. Dial: 929-205-6099, Meeting 
ID 387 183 979, no participant ID, just #.) Other livestream and recorded options are available, including 
Facebook Live and Vimeo.  
 
A Message from the Treasurer…. 
As Treasurer, I would like to thank everyone so much for keeping up on their pledges and donations --  
even while we are social distancing.  At this point, we are a smidgeon ahead of target for pledge income  
--  which is totally awesome!  As everyone is aware, the pledges allow us to keep paying the salaries and 
upkeep for the building  --  which is especially necessary during these difficult times.  The ministers, Steffi 
and the rest of the staff, the Deacons and Trustees and many other volunteers are working hard to bring 
everyone relevant services and connections during these unprecedented times. 
We will be offering some opportunities to “Share the Stimulus” monies with some local agencies who are 
helping during this COVID19 crisis.  Additionally, consider donating to the Ministers’ Discretionary Fund.  
These funds are used to help members from our church family and the greater community who need 
specific help paying for food, rent, utilities, etc.  As this crisis continues, people who are “getting by” now, 
may find themselves in some serious need.  Just contact one of the pastors and they will keep your 
situation anonymous and will see how we can help.  
Kathy Barry, CUF Treasurer  
 

Calling all our talented musicians!!  
We would love to have some Special Music for Worship! 

 

Are you interested in providing a live song from your home? Please let us know. As long as your 
computer/tablet/phone has a camera and microphone, you have a live studio. You’re ready to go using 
the same Zoom as the ministers and other worshipers. You can volunteer for special music by contacting 
Connie Carter: conniecarter21@gmail.com.  
 
 

Hymnals-On loan to a good home!  
 

CUF hymnals would love to come stay in your home during this period of 
social-distancing! If you would like to get a hymnal for your household to 
use in prayer and singing over the weeks to come call Steffi at 356-8028. 
Nancy Leavitt designed and donated beautiful bookmarks for each hymnal. 
They show the  CUF address and the picture of a peony. The bookmarks 
will help us get the hymnals back to CUF – once we can start our regular 
services again. 
 

Thank you Nancy for that great idea! 
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Gratitude Grams (see instructions below) 
On Sunday, May 3, CUF is launching “Gratitude Grams”.  These will be messages of gratitude hung on a 
line at the Church of Universal Fellowship.  Members of CUF and of the greater community are 
encouraged to write a few words about what they are grateful for on the papers that will be in a bin on the 
porch at CUF and then tie them to the line that is strung from the big tree in front of the church to the lamp 
post to the church.  We also encourage you to hang these from trees in your own yard.  In this time of 
uncertainty, we all need a little hope and we can all find in our hearts gratitude for someone, something, 
and/or someplace.  Be creative and grateful! 

 
 
 

News from our YAWP Program 
  The YAWPers have moved to an online platform, meeting over 
Zoom after church weekly to stay connected and continue our 
regular Sunday School lessons. During Lent, we explored different 

styles of meditation as a way to commemorate Jesus' 40 days in the wilderness. We've also been 
finding ways to engage in service during COVID-19. To help local Mainers who need assistance during 
this time, YAWP donated $400 of the funds they had raised this year to Mainers Together, an organization 
providing community aid. YAWP has also designed a self- and community-care Bingo game to share with 
the congregation that will serve as a fun reminder of ways to stay active, get outdoors, and safely connect 
with one another!  Sonja + Avi 
 

Note from our Pastors:  
A Thank you note came in for our YAWPers from the Maine People’s Alliance’s Mainers Together 
program. Community organizer Robert Laraway writes: 
“Life is hard right now for a lot of us, and it feels good to know that we’re doing what we can to make things 
just a little easier. I also want you to know that your Sunday School Teachers, Sonja and Avi, have been 
an amazing help in our effort, and you should be very proud of them.” 
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News from Sunday School! 
Random Acts of Art! 
Since the Stay-at-Home Order eliminated the possibility of decorating the outside of people’s windows, 
the CUF children have been busy mailing artwork instead.  To date, they have mailed art to more than 25 
individuals and families.  If you have received artwork, we hope you have enjoyed it!  If haven’t, don’t give 
up! There is still more artwork being mailed.  We are also happy to take requests, so if you know of a 
CUFer especially in need of some art, just email or phone Sarah and let her know at: 520-271-9823 or 
smarxmcgill@gmail.com  
A big thank you to all the CUF children and families who have participated in this project! 
 

Are you Missing Library Books as Much as We Are?? 
Enter . . . The CUF Virtual Library! 

The Elementary Children got talking this past Sunday about how much we are missing library books and 
out of that discussion came a new project!  It’s called the “CUF Virtual Library” and here is how it works. 
We are asking everyone in the congregation to raid their book shelves and attics, pick out their favorite 
children’s books and make recordings of themselves reading those books out loud.  The children will do 
the same! 
Picture Carolyn Hopkins reading Alice in Wonderand, Eli McGill making the train noises for “How Engines 
Talk” and Emiliy Cousineau treating us to Barbar. 
Our dream is to get at least one recording from every single person in the congregation, and people are 
invited to record as many books as they would like. Because, as everyone knows, there are NEVER too 
many books in a library!   If you don’t have any children’s books at your home, but would like to participate, 
just email or phone Sarah to let her know and she will arrange to get some books to you. As is probably 
no surprise, she has quite a stash. 
If you have never made a video recording before, never fear.  All smartphones, and almost all computers, 
have this capability.  Contact one of our tech support people and they will walk you through how to do it 
on your phone or computer. 
Brian McGill mail@brianmcgill.org 207 745-9804 - for PC Computers and Android 
Elijah McGill elijah.b.mcgill@gmail.com 207 745-5720 - for MACs and iphones 
Jasper McGill jaspermcgill2023@rsu26.org - for MACs 
Ed Brazee edbrazee@gmail.com 207 576 8401- for any computer or phone 
Another really simple option is to schedule a private zoom meeting with Sarah (the exact same kind of 
meeting you log onto for Sunday Services each week). You and Sarah can share a cup of tea while you 
catch up, and then you can read your book to Sarah while Zoom automatically records.  
You can reach Sarah at 520 271 9823 or smarxmcgill@gmail.com 
Once you have made the video recording of your picture book (in whatever manner you choose) all that 
is left is to follow the link below to upload your book to Dropbox.   
https://www.dropbox.com/request/Nyklg37GkEC5PZ1UU4ML   
Sarah will take it from there, and in no time at all you will be part of the CUF Virtual Library! 
If, instead of a picture book, you choose to read a chapter book, that is also great.  (Audio recordings work 
just as well as video ones.) The children have asked, however, that you please, please, please not stop 
reading after only one chapter. They are pretty sure they will break into tiny pieces if they have to wait 
until the end of COVID19 to hear the ending of a story.  So please be prepared to read those chapters out 
in daily or weekly installments just like on your old favorite radio shows!  
If you want to check out what is already posted in the CUF Virtual Library, you can go to the following link 
at any time of the day or night:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xc0h2sjd6z621l0/AAD2hewsa9_zUL7-b1IvTKjta?dl=0 
Great titles like “Katie and the Big Snow” and “Down to the Sea with Mr. Magee” await you. 
Thank you for participating in this multigenerational project!     Sarah 
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Prayers for Health Workers 
For all medical/health care/frontline workers in a time of Covid19, we offer gratitude. We pray for your 
ongoing support, wholeness, renewal, safety, courage, acceptance, and wellness for your families. As 
we advocate for wise public policy, wide participation in community precautions, and sufficient supplies, 
let us keep these and other health workers known to CUF in our caring thoughts.  

To add names to this prayer list, please contact Steffi at the church office. 
 

Nurses Occupational Therapists 
Shelley Gilman Sandy Feher 
Lori Mascetta Abby Jernigan 
Pam Burnham’s daughter Rachel First Responders 
Erin Marquis’ sister Anne Thomas Adam Hathaway 
Doctors Gabe Borland 
Kathy Bourgoin Social Workers and Counselors 
Judy Kuhns-Hastings Will Hunter 
Kevin Osgood Renee Hunter 
Annie Powers Rori Knott 
Betsy Trefts Diane Smith-Halkett 
 Summer Sunderland 

 

Grief and Loss 
Humankind is not made to handle grief in isolation. In times of death and dying, usually relatives come 
together in bonding, and the community comes together in support. Your ministers are aware of these 
trying events, especially for the Joliffe family and for Emily Taylor, who have lost loved ones during this 
Covid19 “stay at home” period. We encourage cards and candle lighting from CUF. We note also the 
traditional display of a flag to mark mourning. For anyone who may be suffering alone, we are aware of 
possibilities for Zoom groups organized around grief and loss. Please contact Pastor Malcolm and Pastor 
Mariah for more information. 
 

Drop-in to visit the Ministers (on Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, May 5 at noon 
https://zoom.us/j/288881425 

 

Wednesday, May 6 at noon: Pastor Mariah 
https://zoom.us/j/185341829 

 

Thursday, May 7 at noon: Pastor Malcolm 
https://zoom.us/j/473306095 

 
If you need to talk to Pastor Malcolm or Pastor Mariah outside of these times please call 

them for an appointment 
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Bible Study in May 
 

Beginning May 7, mark Thursday nights from 7:00-8:00 if you would like to join a Zoom Bible Study with 
Pastor Malcolm. Have a Bible with you (or online – any translation) to read and share thoughts with 

others. Each week the passage will relate to the upcoming text to be read in church. No prior 
background is required. 

The last Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm 
will feature a different text, as part of a “Mystics and Micro-brews” series with Pastor Malcolm. 

Reflection and group sharing is informal, often with a favorite beverage at hand. No background beyond 
your life experience is needed! 

For Bible Study and Mystics and Microbrews 
Join Zoom:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/97048513075 

Meeting ID: 970 4851 3075 
Phone: +1 929 205 6099 
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The Marsh Island Community Volunteers  
offer to do grocery shopping and delivery for you! 

They are a group of young men from the  
UMaine Men’s Club Soccer Team and want to help keep vulnerable people safe at home.  

Call coordinator Sean McGuire 
207-949-3185 or email sean.mcguire@maine.edu 

 
 

Monday Night Book Group, May 4 at 7:00 pm 
There Will Be No Miracles Here: A Memoir 

Author: Casey Gerald 
Judy Perkins-Walker will help facilitate the online book group meeting. All welcome! 

Join the Online Zoom meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81508227943 

Meeting ID: 815 0822 7943 
One tap mobile 

+19292056099,,81508227943# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 815 0822 7943 

                            

      The Hannaford Grocery Card Fundraiser 
         We just got a new shipment of $100 gift cards! 
Just call or email Steffi at 356-8028 or cufoffice@icloud.com and she will  put a 
card in the mail for you. You can send a check to the usual CUF address. 
CUF has earned over $1,840 since we started this fundraiser in December 2018! 

 
 
 
 
Please start all your Amazon shopping sessions at http://smile.amazon.com and select the 
Church of Universal Fellowship as your charity choice. Amazon will donate 0.5% of any 
eligible purchase to our church.    Thank you! 
 

                                           Cooped up at home and need a distraction?  
                                Now is the time to craft, knit and crochet items for our Harvest Fair in the Fall! 
                                It is also a great time to organize your jewelry drawer and sort out items that you 
                                don’t wear anymore. Please put them aside for now and the Harvest Fair Team will  
                                be happy to get them in a few weeks! 

 

CUF Talent Show is coming soon!!  
Start thinking about your talents… 
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A Time to Dance…. 
CUF member Sammee Quong recently sent this beautiful note and pictures to CUF: 

 

When Malcolm called to check in with me we had a discussion and  upon his suggestion, I watched the February 
23 taping of the Communion service with the introduction of Sacred Dance.  Dance is a wonder addition to a service 
as we worship and praise Him with song and dance. 
 

From 7th to 12th grades I was in the Sacred Dance Choir of Central Congregational Church in Fall River, MA.  It 
was directed by Charlotte Wright, the minister's wife.  His name was M. Webb Wright.  (Think:  Charlotte's 
Webb!).  We choreographed  dances to many hymns, scripture lessons and processionals.  For Communion we 
danced to the hymn, "Let Us Break Bread Together".   The dances are so embedded in my mind that whenever I 
hear them, I relive them.  We branched out and also danced to Spirituals.  In the 1960's my Church sponsored a 
Cuban family during the Cuban crisis.   The young girl also joined in.  My best friend was an African American who 
went to the Baptist Church.  She also became part of the Dance Choir.  So we had a multi-colored choir.  (By the 
way, Central Congregational Church has another very interesting history.  That's a story for another time.) 
 

At South Parish Congregational Church in Augusta, ME   I started a Sacred Dance Choir.  It was intended for junior 
high girls.  However, there was a single mother in her early 30's who wanted to join.  Then my 8 year old daughter, 
who would watch us practice, said, "Mommy, I can do that too.".  So she joined us and we had a multigenerational 
choir.  Attached are some photos of the group.  Kimberlee and I were asked to dance at the New England Women's 
Celebration where 700 attended.  Kimberlee and I danced to "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot".  I also danced to "A 
Simple Song" , Bernstein's Mass. 
 

When we get back to "normal", I would be willing to give a talk at the  #11:45 discussion group, take part in a service 
and be a resource person if you continue to incorporate Dance in the worship service.  I will donate the book, "A 
Time to Dance" for reference and to get ideas for the future.   If there is a mail slot at the Church, I can drop the 
book off.  Or I can put it on the porch and let someone know to pick it up.  Feel free to contact me either by email 
or call.  Home: 207 - 623-7280   Cell:  207  45-0088 
Take good care, Sammee 
 

 


