
 
 

 
 

Dear CUF, 
 

Church can be described in actions.  
 

Actions like faith formation, spiritual 
practice, study and learning, making art and 
ritual across generations, fashioning and 
testing ethics, developing leaders for the 
community, cultivating caring relationships, 

and collaborating for life-changing impact. 
 
A church is not a building. The church is as the church does!  
 
Recent research suggests going to church is good for mental health. 
(USA Today) No doubt some of the benefit of going to church is in 
the hugs, in the singing, in the sheer goodness of inter-generational 
gathering in person. All the things we cannot do right now without 
incurring harm. 
 
But even more of church life happens outside the building. Led by 
the moving Spirit of God, the “being” of church can be done in homes, 
in small groups, outside, or online. And it is STILL good for mental 
health! Robust and vivacious connections happen even in dispersed 
worship. Learning and spiritual practice are offered throughout life. 
Reverent individual moments and shared awe are expected more 
than ever. Relationships of respect and care convey God’s love 
widely and beyond. 
 
Please tell your relatives and friends – especially those impacted by 
long work hours, stressful medical jobs, or who despair of job 
prospects – that our church is OPEN for them. Attend by Zoom (or 
Vimeo). Visit with a pastor. Find devotion, adoration, and sustenance 
from the Maker of All Life. 
 
Instead of saying “We’ll miss you for the summer” our message is 
“We look forward to seeing you this summer!” 
 
Peace, 
 
Mariah & Malcolm 
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Around the CUF community: 
 

 
 

Have you joined in CUF’s Zoom online worship yet?  
It is quite different than worship in the Sanctuary. But 
it is so wonderful to see all those familiar faces and 
hear familiar voices and music! If you have a problem 
connecting to Zoom let us know.  
 

 

A message from Barbara Turner 
Thank you for all the cards and flowers that people 
sent. The whole family appreciates it so much. And a 
special thanks to Malcolm and Mariah for the lovely 
service and to Shelley for singing one of Mom's 
favorite hymns. We will have a celebration of life when 
it is safe to gather. 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Sammee Quong on the birth of 
her third grandson, Everett Bellamy Charles.  

Everett was born May 10. He weighed 8 lbs 5.6 oz 
and measured 21 inches. Baby, happy parents and 

big brother Campbell are doing well! 

 
Emily Taylor sent this note: 

Dear folks at CUF, many thanks for the prayer shawl. 
Even just seeing it on the back of a chair brings 
comfort and a sense of knowing I am not totally 

forgotten. I look forward to a time when we can again 
worship together. Until then-Bless you! Emily 

 
 

Cami Carter writes to CUF:  
              Thank you for your incredible support of  
               sponsoring a Rainbow Pride flag for the 
              Brandon Silk Memorial Bridge! Cami  

     The rainbow flags will be up soon! 
 

In Memory of Dorothy Turner 
Dot, a long-time warm and 
welcoming member of CUF  
and a blessing to her family, 
died at age 93.  
She is interred in the Orono 
Riverside Cemetery.  

A celebration of life will be held at a later time. 
The Turner family would like to share with CUF  

a 15-minute video from the recent graveside 
service held on May 21, 2020. 
https://vimeo.com/421227959 

 

Congratulations!   
CUF’s Orono High School graduates 2020 

Cassidy Climo 
Ella Cousineau 

Tucker Ellis 
Xander Lanigan 

Joy Wasson 
 

Congratulations to our 
Rev. DOCTOR Himschoot 
Don't forget to send Malcolm 
congratulations or give him a 
virtual hug for successfully 
defending his thesis a week ago! 

Malcolm graduated with a Doctor of Ministry 
Degree in Transformational Leadership from the 
Methodist Theological Seminary of Ohio.  
 

Malcolm’s thesis:  "Lift Up: The Leadership of 
Pastors of Color in the United Church of Christ" 
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CUF’s Zoom Online Worship! 
 

Online Worship service each Sunday on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/387183979 
On Sunday please use this recurring link at 10:00 am, to join CUF live and interact with other 
people worshipping together. (If you prefer phone, Zoom has a phone number too. Dial: 929-
205-6099, Meeting ID 387 183 979, no participant ID, just #.) Other livestream and recorded 

options are available, including Facebook Live and Vimeo. 
 

 

A Public Health Message from Reverend Malcolm 
 

The Church of Universal Fellowship is participating in public health strategies during Covid19, and will 
continue to keep the building closed this summer while we worship on Zoom. 
 

If you are wondering what to do for fun that is safer and less risky, assess possible activities with this 
information: 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/23/861325631/from-camping-to-dining-out-heres-
how-experts-rate-the-risks-of-14-summer-activit 
 

To keep rate of transmission low and reduce risk to others, recall the overall goal to keep R-naught low: 
https://www.businessinsider.com/24-us-states-have-uncontrolled-coronavirus-outbreaks-2020-5  
 

Social distancing through stay-at-home is saving lives. When leaving home, know that managing risk in 
interaction depends on careful attention to detail, including frequent hand-washing, physical distance of 6 
feet, screening for symptoms, and masking, says a prominent medical expert: 
https://www.newyorker.com/science/medical-dispatch/amid-the-coronavirus-crisis-a-regimen-for-
reentry?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200515&instance_id=18502&nl=the-
morning&regi_id=122307881&segment_id=27919&te=1&user_id=4554361dc04cdd788f1843bd01821aab 
 

Have a safe and blessed season! 
 
 

Info How to Vote (from Brian McGill) 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
The election which normally would have occurred on June 9th has been postponed until July 14th by 
Governor's orders due to COVID. This election includes the primaries for the US House, the Senate, for 
local representatives to the Maine Legislature and the Orono School Budget.  
As of this time, it is likely you will be allowed to vote in person on July 14th (from 7AM to 8PM in Orono 
Town Council chambers if you live in Orono). But the state is encouraging people to use absentee ballots 
if they wish to minimize contact. Absentee ballots have to arrive by election day, July 14th, so you should 
request it at least two weeks in advance to give time to mail it to you and  for you to mail it back.  You can 
start requesting an absentee ballot now (it will be sent out in a few weeks). You can have it sent to any 
address you wish.  
You can request an absentee ballot online  
at https://www.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl.  
You can also call your town office (in Orono 207-866-2556). 
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Calling all our talented musicians 
for summer music! 

 

As our Sunday services continue on Zoom for the summer, so will our summer music.  If you have provided 
a music offering in past summers as part of the Sunday service, now is your chance to do that from the 
comfort of your living room, backyard, kitchen, or any place you feel comfortable singing, playing an 
instrument, doing a dance -- you decide!  If you have not done this during past summers, now is your 
opportunity to share your talent!   
Please contact Connie Carter (conniecarter21@gmail.com or 207-576-8000) and sign-up.  There are still 
many Sundays open, so if you need time to practice -- choose a Sunday in August!!  Thank you, all! 
 
    Are You Ready for the Annual CUF Picnic? Just Like Always...Almost! 

by Ed Brazee 
 

 

Thanks to the generosity of Emily and Dewey Hasbrouck once again,  
Moe's Original BBQ will cater our annual picnic on Celebration Sunday, June 14, 2020. 

 

We'll certainly miss sitting down together this year but we'll enjoy a great meal and think about the 
generosity of Dewey and Emily and CUF's ability to support several local food insecurity projects 
because of everyone else's generosity. Thanks to all! 
 

Ok, here are the details. We've made a few adjustments so the picnic is safe and convenient: 
 

This year's menu includes Pulled Pork, Smoked Turkey, Cornbread, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, and 
Cucumber & Watermelon Salad.  
 

The only choice you need to make is what type of meat you want—Pulled Pork or Smoked Turkey or 
some of each. Every meal will contain all of the other items. (If you don't want or like one of the items in 
your meal, give it to someone else! I'll take your cole slaw, please.) 
 

Individual dinners are $10 and family tickets are $30 
We will collect money in the form of CASH or CHECK (payable to CUF) when you pick up your meal(s) 
from 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM on June 14th.  
 

Meal pick-up will be drive-up in front of the church (please stay in your car) and we'll bring it to you and 
collect your money.  

Last names beginning with A - H may pick-up from 11:30 am to noon 
Last Names beginning with I - Z may pick up from noon to 12:30 pm 

 

Please PRE-ORDER by June 10th 
by contacting Ed Brazee by email, text, phone, or carrier pigeon: 

• 207-576-8401 (text or phone) 
• edbrazee@gmail.com 
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All-church survey for CUF Members 
The Trustees are mindful of the best possible financial future for CUF, even in the unprecedented times of Covid19. 
Your input is requested in a brief financial survey. Every household will get to participate according to each one's 
unique perspective, and participation is anonymous.  
To take part in the survey, click here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjuAOp-tmMyungrGtNnj-
wmTICq81o740dQ0PGiBJc3xeDmg/viewform?usp=sf_link 
Be sure to click submit at the end to know your input was received. Results are requested by June 6th.Thank you! 

 
Gratitude Grams can still be hung outside CUF! 

A few weeks ago CUF launched “Gratitude 
Grams”.  These are messages of gratitude hung on a line 
outside the Church of Universal Fellowship.  Members of 
CUF and of the greater community are encouraged to 
write a few words about what they are grateful for on the 
papers in a bin on the porch at CUF and then tie them 
to the line that is strung from the big tree in front of the 
church to the lamp post to the church.  We also 
encourage you to hang these from trees in your own 

yard.  In this time of uncertainty, we all need a little hope and we can all find in our hearts gratitude for 
someone, something, and/or someplace.   
 

CUF received a generous donation from Lyn and Randy Adkins to cover the cost of face mask materials! 
If you want to help Pam Burnham's effort to sew masks for Health Centers you can now get reimbursed for the 

materials you use. Just send your receipt to Steffi at the CUF office. By the way--JoAnn Fabric ships orders right 
to your home -- or you can drive by to pick up your order! 

Thank you Lyn and Randy! 
If you need a cloth mask for yourself and can't sew--The CUF office has some cloth masks available. Call 

Steffi at 356-8028 and she will get a mask to you. 
 

News from our Religious Education Program 
Teacher Appreciation and Flower Communion Sunday, June 14! 
The children have been busy the last few weeks preparing for Teacher 
Appreciation Day.  It’s been a zoom art studio!  If you are one of the many folks 

who have been either a head teacher or assistant teacher this year, we hope that you will join us during the zoom 
service on Sun the 14th so that we can honor your contributions to our Religious Education program!  A list of all 
those amazing people is printed here below. 
Also, if you are able, the children are asking that every individual in the congregation pick a flower from your yard 
or neighborhood and bring that flower with you to the church service on Sun June14th. 
Finally, each of you should be getting at least one envelope in the mail this the coming week from the children.  The 
cards will say “Please wait and open on Celebration Sunday June 14” across the back.  Please do what the label 
says and don’t open those cards any earlier.  We know. . . It’s hard. . . But you can do it!  Just bring those cards 
with you to the June 14th service and we will open them all together.   See you at church! 
 

Virtual Sunday School will continue into the summer 
The Elementary classroom will continue to meet virtually from 11:15am-12pm throughout all of June and July.  We 
will take the month of August off and resume classes–either virtually or in person - on Sept 13th. 
YAWP will continue to meet weekly through Sunday June 14.  It will then go to a once a month schedule – meeting 
on Sun July 12 and Sunday Aug 9 – so save the dates!  We may also plan some fun and socially-distant outdoor 
activities for the summer - stay tuned for more details via email! 



 

 

 6 

All Sunday School programs will resume their regular weekly schedule on Sunday Sept 13th 
Please contact Sarah Marx at smarxmcgill@gmail.com or 520-271-9823 if you have any questions about our 
Religious Education programs or how to access them for your children. 

 
Head Teachers for 2019-2020: 

Sarah Marx (Elementary, OWL, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 
Sonja Birthisel (YAWP, OWL, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 

Avinash Rude (YAWP, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 
Pam Frace (Nursery, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 

Alyssa Urquhart (Nursery) 
Kate Crane (Nursery) 
Amy Bernier (Nursery) 

Lori Smith (Elementary) 
Erin Ellis (Elementary, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 

Nancy Leavitt (Elementary) 
Judy Whitney (Elementary) 

Barbara Turner (Elementary) 
Abby Jernigan (Elementary, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 

Raechelle Edmiston-Cyr (Elementary) 
Matt Powers (Elementary and OWL) 

Robin Climo (Elementary) 
Brian McGill (OWL) 

Rachel Dobbs (Bell Choir, Elementary, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 
Stephen Cousineau (Cooking Classes, Children & Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 

Mark Baker (Children’s Music) 
Connie Carter (Children’s Music) 
Laura Artesani (Children’s Music) 

Fran Vogt (Children’s Music) 
Laurie Osher (Elementary and YAWP field trip) 

Malcolm Himschoot (Children’s Music, Stories for children of all ages!) 
Mariah Hayden (Stories for children of all ages!) 

 
Assistant Teachers - many of the people listed above, PLUS these amazing folk! 
Sandy Feher (also Children and Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 
Emily Hasbrouck 
Annie Powers 
John Swaim (also Children and Youth Spiritual Growth Team, Chair) 
John Mascetta (also Children and Youth Spiritual Growth Team) 
Summer Sunderland 
Rose Sunderland-McKay 
Betty Carr 
Steffi Egenhofer 
Judy Walker 
John Hackney 
Pam Burnham 
Mary Lee McIntosh 
Florence Cousineau 
Ella Cousineau 
Shannon Coiley 
Cassidy Climo 
Nora Dobbs 
Ed Brazee (Tech Support!) 
Alma Homola 

To EACH and EVERY one of you 
– 

 and to all those who were Mystery 
Friends, came Christmas Caroling at 

Dirigo Pines, filled food baskets with us at 
the Solidarity Harvest, helped with the 

plant sale or simply answered our 
questions in the pews –  

we THANK YOU!   
We wouldn’t have had half as much fun or 

learned half as much without you! 
Sarah 
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Untold Gold  
by Eli and Tucker 

 

Life is changing in every way possible right now. Through these hectic times of tragedy, change, and 
need, we want to create opportunities for human connection, appreciation, and positivity. People may be 
trapped inside their homes, reduced to solitude and silence, but now more than ever, their stories and 
memories should ring out loud and clear. We believe that some of the most amazing, interesting, rich 
stories go untold, and we don’t want this trend to continue. We are starting the “Untold Gold” project to 
recognize and re-tell the stories of this special congregation. We especially value these wonderful stories 
and nuggets of wisdom as we undergo the confusing, exciting transition from teenagehood to adulthood 
and prepare for the return to or the beginning of our college experiences. 
We will be informally “interviewing” participants with a list of questions that we wrote about their lives, 
experiences, best memories, etc., with the goal of compiling them into some shareable form for the 
congregation. So, if you are an adult and wish to share your life story with us or even just want someone 
to talk to, please reach out to either Tucker Ellis or Elijah McGill, with the contact info listed below. 
Wishing you and your families the best, 
Elijah McGill and Tucker Ellis 
 

Eli’s contact info: elijah.b.mcgill@gmail.com / (207) 745-5720 
Tucker’s contact info: ellis.tucker18@gmail.com / (207) 745-5806 
 
 

Prayers for Teachers 
For all school and university teachers and instructors in this time of Covid19, we offer gratitude. We pray 
for your ongoing support, wholeness, renewal, safety, courage, acceptance, and wellness for your 
families. As we advocate for wise public policy and wide participation in community precautions, let us 
keep these teachers known to CUF in our caring thoughts.  
 
 

Jim Artesani Rachel Fowler Kendra Ritchie 

Laura Artesani Thomas Griffith Kevin Ritchie 

Sonja Birthisel Jon Hawley Jonathan Smith 

Pam Burnham Ben King Lori Smith 

Sandy Caron Kai Ksyniak Sue Sullivan 

Cami Carter Sam Kunz Alyssa Urquhart 

Rick Eason Hogan Marquis Francis Vogt 

Max Egenhofer Brian McGill Qiuli Wang 

Brett Ellis Judy Perkins-Walker  
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Drop-in to visit the Ministers (on Zoom) 
 

Tuesdays throughout the summer at Noon 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84375252400 
 Meeting ID: 843 7525 2400  

Phone +19292056099,,84375252400#  
 

If you need to talk to Pastor Malcolm or Pastor Mariah at a different time- 
please call them for an appointment. 

 
 
 

 
 

     Monday Night Book Group on Zoom 
 

June 1 at 7:00 pm 
 

Educated: A Memoir 
Author: Tara Westover 

Host: Diane Smith-Halkett. All welcome! 
 

Join here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81926052378 

Phone: +1 929 205 6099 
Meeting ID: 819 2605 2378 

 

 
 
Please start all your Amazon shopping sessions at http://smile.amazon.com and select the 
Church of Universal Fellowship as your charity choice. Amazon will donate 0.5% of any 
eligible purchase to our church.    Thank you! 
 
 

The Hannaford Grocery Card Fundraiser 
We still have plenty of $100 grocery cards! 
Just call or email Steffi at 356-8028  
or cufoffice@icloud.com  
and she will  put a card in the mail for you. 
You can send a check to the usual CUF address. 

CUF has earned over $1,900 since we started this fundraiser in December 2018! 
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Thanks to our CUF caretaker, Nancy Hall, the CUF grounds look beautiful. Nancy added fresh topsoil and mulch to 
the flower beds and around the foundation. However, we ordered a bit too much “sandy loam” and not enough 
brown mulch. There is still a big pile of loam outside the CUF building. If you have some holes to fill in your lawn or 
want to add some dry soil to an area of wet clay in your garden--come and get a few buckets or more. If you want 
to give something in exchange for the loam—a bag of brown mulch would be much appreciated! 
 

Advocacy Letter For Wabanaki Land And Resources (by Pam Burnham) 
I am a concerned citizen of the US and have been since my early college years. I have stood beside my gay friends 
who were being bullied, I have marched in protests when women's right to abortions and their health were 
threatened, and I have worked for "the least of these" on many youth mission trips over my career. Foremost, I am 
a Christian and take it seriously that I should do what I can for my fellow neighbor, no matter what the cost. There 
are many joys in the fight for these causes, like the friendships gained, youth's eyes opened to a larger world than 
themselves, and the transformation that comes from living in community together for a week of your life.  
Bruce and I became involved in the Four Directions Development Corporation back some 15 years ago. We made 
an investment as a loan to help them create affordable housing for the Wabanaki Tribe. We were paid back over 5 
years, renewed to keep helping for another 5, and then signed up for another 3 years. It has made a world of 
difference to their tribe. Many times they were denied loans and other programs. We felt that they should not have 
been treated as second class citizens or any different than you and I, but that is not the world we live in. We have 
done a small thing taking a risk, believing that it would do good things and it has.  
This is the Four Directions mission statement: 
Mission: Improving The Social And Economic Conditions Of The Four Native American Tribes In Maine — The 
Maliseet, Micmac, Passamaquoddy, And Penobscot — Through Education And Investment In Affordable Housing, 
Tribal Business Ventures And Native Entrepreneurship. 
That is what ministry and mission have been about all of my life. Taking youth to Staten Island to do work in a Food 
pantry for HIV clients, building homes after hurricanes washed them away in West Virginia (when the building plans 
were written on the back of a restaurant placemat), cleaning up and rebuilding in Pensacola after a hurricane 
damaged much of the state. I went and did those and many other trips because people needed help all around us, 
and I was willing and able to organize and do the work. I believe in the good of people and not making judgements, 
but working side by side and making a difference one person or group at a time. 
Currently, the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, the very tribe that welcomed the Pilgrims in the 1600s, is at risk of 
losing what is left of their homelands due to a determination made by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. An advocacy 
campaign has started called “Land Is Sacred.” The Tribe is asking Congress to protect its reservation lands and 
has put forth the "Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirmation Act (HR.312)." 
I hope you will get involved and be a Stand With the Mashpee advocate.  
For more information: https://waterprotectorlegal.org/standwithmashpee/ 
 

Pam Burnham  

 


