
"The very holy mountains are keeping mum. We doused the burning bush and cannot 
rekindle it; we are lighting matches in vain under every green tree.”                   - Annie Dillard 
 
"My whole life had been spent waiting for an epiphany, a manifestation of God's presence, 
the kind of transcendent, magical experience that lets you see your place in the big picture. 
And that is what I had with my first compost heap."                                              - Bette Midler 
 
“Land is not merely soil, it is a fountain of energy flowing through a circuit of soils, plants and 
animals.”                                                                                                              - Aldo Leopold 

 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 
    Please note our worship service is recorded and shared publicly online.    

 
Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Prelude                      Prelude on "Lovingkindness"                          Peterson 
The Centering Silence  
 

The Introit                   Here We Gather as God's People           Daniel B. Merrick 
 
*The Gathering Hymn God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens       #651 
 

* The Call to Worship                     
L: How majestic is God’s name in all the earth!  
We see God’s glory in the expanse of the heavens. 
P: All plants and animals are God’s creation.  
All that God has made reflects God’s goodness. 
L: We are created in God’s image, to relate to God.  
We receive great abundance and care from our Creator. 
P: God blesses us day by day with good things.  
We are given dominion over the works of God. 
L: Gather to praise God and greet one another.  
Celebrate all the ways God is revealed to us. 
P: We worship the Creator and Sustainer of all things.  
We rejoice in Christ’s promise of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Gathering Prayer (unison)      

Creating God, who brought us into this world, breathed your Spirit into 
us, and endowed us with your likeness: we give thanks to you for our 
creation and for the cords of love that bind us and nourish us in the 
community you have created. We pray for your continued presence to 
feed and sustain us as a family you have formed and which bears your 
name. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The Anthem                  Psalm One Hundred (Jubilate Deo)          Robert N. Roth 
 
The Reading of a Poem    “Whatever You Bind”       by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us (seated)    Rev. Mariah Hayden    #437 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

Everywhere, everywhere you may go 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)                  Softly and Tenderly                                   #340 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                                        
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                           from Matthew 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial,  

but rescue us from the evil one. 
 

The Congregational Response                                                  Taize Community 
O Lord, hear my prayer – O Lord, hear my prayer 

When I call, answer me 
O Lord, hear my prayer – O Lord, hear my prayer 

Come and listen to me 
The Lord is my song – the Lord is my praise 

All my hope comes from God 
The Lord is my song – the Lord is my praise 

God, the well-spring of life 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                      
May these gifts bring light to those who walk in darkness, hope to those in 

despair, and justice to those who are oppressed. Grant to each of us a sense of 
participation in the most important opportunity of all: to share your love with 

the world. To this end, we dedicate our offerings and ourselves. Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory        Sweet Hour of Prayer                               Harris 
 

*The Doxology                                                                                                       # 56 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. Amen. 

 

The Scripture                            Matthew 18:18-20                       Carly Climo, liturgist 
 

The Sermon              “Heaven on Earth”                    Rev. Mariah Hayden 
 

* The Parting Hymn              God of the Fertile Fields  #695 
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)     Ruth Duck 
 

L: The Spirit of God is upon us. 
P: God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted,  

L: To bind up the brokenhearted 
P: To proclaim freedom to the captives, 

L: To open the prisons of those who are bound.  
P: Amen and Amen. 

 

Postlude                                      Fugue in D major                                              Selby 

March Plate Offering 
 

Please mark gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual 
commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

 

COMMUNITY BENEVOLENCE: 
 

CUF OPEN DOORS:  CUF’s mission to 

and for our community is to keep the 

church doors open to promote community-

building activities and encourage positive 

relationships.  Many local, non-profit 
groups use our beautiful facility – Orono 

Health Association, Orono Senior College, 

Euphony, Women of the World, Still Water 

Sangha, Operation Breaking Stereotypes, 

True North Theater, Orono Bog-Walk 

Committee, Children’s International 

Summer Villages – to name just a few!  

Relationships are formed, plans are made, 

lessons are learned, and community is 

built and nourished with love and laughter. 

CUF considers some of the  cost of our 

Open Doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 

benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old 

Town community.  

 
Please make checks payable to CUF 

 

 
Memo your check/mark envelope: 

“Pledge” or “Open Doors” 
 

Unmarked gifts will support 
Open Doors 

 
February Benevolences: 

Southern Poverty Law Center                $163 
NAACP                                                   $  90 

Thank you! 


