
 
“Inner-life questions are the kind everyone asks, with or without benefit of God-talk: 'Does my life 
have meaning and purpose?' 'Do I have gifts that the world wants and needs?' 'Whom and what 
shall I serve?' 'Whom and what can I trust?' 'How can I rise above my fears?'”       – Parker Palmer 
 

“From the times of Paul and Junia and the Ethiopian eunuch some have been called and affirmed 
for ministry and leadership in the church. Through the centuries, the Body of Christ has continued 
to recognize and bless leaders, asking them to take vows of ordination that their leadership in and 
on behalf of the community might accompany authority with service.”      – United Church of Christ 
 

 “Never once did Jesus scan the room for the best example of holy living and send that person out 
to tell others about him. He always sent stumblers and sinners. I find that comforting.”  
                                                                                                                           – Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 
Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

    Please note our worship service is recorded and shared publicly online.    
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
The Prelude                             How Firm a Foundation                        arr. Purifoy 

The Centering Silence  
 

The Introit                                    O Breath of Life                  Clement Scholefield 
 

* The Gathering Hymn         O Holy One and Nameless      please see insert 
 

The Call to Worship                   
All: God is spirit and we are called to worship in spirit and truth. 
Leader: Cleanse us, O God, of those ideas we have acquired without 
thought, and reveal to us our truest commitments. 
All: God is spirit and we are called to worship in spirit and truth. 
Leader: Draw us back to the well of joy and abundance within us and 
within all. 
All: God is spirit and we are called to worship in spirit and truth. 
Leader: Guide our steps so that our lives and work reflect who you have 
called us to be and what you have called us to do. 
All: Let us not labor in vain, but live and work with passion and 
wisdom, inspired by your Spirit. Amen. 

The Reading of Scripture  Psalm 33:1-5 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)      
By your word, O God, the heavens were made. By the breath of your 
mouth all the stars! You gather the seas together and control them, 
putting the Deep into its vault. Let all the earth revere God. Let all in 
the land of the living stand in awe! You spoke, and everything came 
to be; you commanded, and it all sprang into being. Let your 
steadfast love, O God, be upon us, as we have put our trust in you. 

 
 

The Anthem                  Sing a Simple Song         Casey Anno and Rudy Bullman 
  

A Time for the Child in Each of Us                                                        Brett Ellis 

Welcoming                                                                                          #431 v. 1 
Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 
Sending                                #431 v. 2 

Go my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.   
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.   

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here with tender comfort stilled you.  
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.  

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)       Come and Find the Quiet Center                         #575 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                                        
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                    Parker Palmer 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother,  
Holy and blessed is your true name.  
We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
We pray that your good will be done,  
Let heaven and earth become one.  
Give us this day the bread we need,  
Give it to those who have none.  
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us,  
From each one to each one.  
Lead us to holy innocence  
Beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.  
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:  
Forever your name is All in One.  

 

The Congregational Response                 #34                                 Taize Community 
Gloria, gloria - In excelsis Deo!     Gloria, gloria - Alleluia, alleluia 

 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                      
Let us be certain: The realm of God is among us!  

May we give, and perceive, and so receive God’s bounty. Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory             Voluntary in G minor                          Thorley 
 

*The Doxology                                                                                                       # 21 
Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!  Glory be to God on high! Alleluia! 

Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! Night and stars in God rejoice, 
Alleluia! 

The Scripture Reading                    John 12:20-26                Barbara Turner, liturgist 
 
The Sermon                                     A New Song                   Rev. James Gertmenian 
 

* The Parting Hymn               God of Grace and God of Glory #464 
* The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction     
God goes with us to draw us close to the holiness of everyday life, 

the witness of Jesus, and the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

Postlude                                                Recessional                                                  Smith 

February Plate Offering 
 

Please mark gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual 
commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

 

COMMUNITY BENEVOLENCE: 
 

The Greater Bangor Area 
Branch NAACP 

 

This organization is the co-sponsor of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Breakfast 
Celebration at the University of Maine.  The 
Bangor Branch of the NAACP meets on a 
regular basis and hosts special programs on 
issues of concern to the civil rights community. 
It offers confidential support to individuals who 
face acts of racial discrimination.  The Branch 
has no paid staff and is run entirely by 
volunteers. It is the only Branch of the NAACP 
in the entire northern half of Maine.  
 

The Southern Poverty Law Center 
 

This organization was founded in 1971 to 
ensure that the promise of the civil rights 
movement became a reality for all. The  SPLC 
has a three-pronged strategy to battle racial 
and social injustice: 
Fighting hate: The SPLC monitors hate 
groups and other extremists throughout the 
U.S. and exposes their activities to law 
enforcement agencies, the media and the 
public. 
Teaching tolerance: The SPLC’s Teaching 
Tolerance project combats prejudice among 
our nation’s youth while promoting equality, 
inclusiveness and equitable learning 
environments in the classroom. All materials 
are free of charge to educators. 
Seeking justice: The SPLC stands up for the 
powerless, the exploited and other victims of 
discrimination and hate. 

 

Please make checks payable to CUF 
 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

“Pledge” or “SPLC” or “NAACP” 
 

Unmarked gifts will support 
Open Doors 

 

January Benevolence Giving: 
Orono Community Garden $205 

Thank you! 


