
“The prophets often found themselves in awkward positions, perpetually asked to bite the hand that 
fed them. This, of course, led to a life of bold pronouncements, interspersed with lingering 
questions. Sound familiar?”                 H. James Hopkins 
 
“God’s word is truth, and it is mighty. Boundaries between insider and outsider are as nothing, the 
desperation of famine is as nothing, before the prophetic word of God’s abundant mercy. There is 
nothing stronger than the wild compassion of God.              Carolyn J. Sharp 
 
“God’s work in the world is quite opposite of that of worldly powers. God executes justice for the 
oppressed, feeds the hungry, and sets the prisoner free. Presumably the oppression is by powerful 
humans who so order society that some people are hungry and who imprison others. As the psalm 
proceeds, it is the blind, the bowed down, the widow, and the orphan whom God supports. In other 
words, God directs God’s work to support just those who are the victims in human society.”  
          John B. Cobb Jr 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 

    Please note our worship service is recorded and shared publicly online.    
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                     From All That Dwell Below the Skies                     Wells 
The Centering Silence  
 

The Introit                           What is This Place          David Smith and B. Huijbers 
 

* The Gathering Hymn        Marching to Zion                           #707 
* The Call to Worship                 
 L: O God, who called all life into being,  

P: The earth, sea and sky are yours. 
 L: Your presence is all around us,  

P: Every atom is full of your energy. 
 L: Your Spirit enlivens all who walk the earth,  

P: with her we yearn for justice to be done, 
L: For creation to be freed from bondage,  
P: for the hungry to be fed,  
L: For captives to be released, 
P: For your kingdom of peace to come on earth. 

 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)      
God of the faithful in every time, you have called us into your church 
to be one body in Jesus Christ. You have bestowed upon us the gifts 
we need for service. Grant that we may willingly take our part; that we 
may support one another; and that we may seek the greatest gift, 
which is love. Knead us together into one loaf with all your people 
throughout the world, through your Spirit of unity. Amen.  

 

Welcoming New Members    (please see insert) 
 

The Anthem              Let Us Break Bread Together      African-American Spiritual 
 

The Scripture Reading             1 Kings 17:8-16                        Brett Ellis, liturgist 
 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us      Rev. Malcolm Himschoot 
Welcoming                                                                                    #431 v. 1 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

Sending                              #431 v. 2 
Go my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.   
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.   

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here with tender comfort stilled you.  
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.  

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)            Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race                    #485 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                                        
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                             New Zealand Book of Prayer 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
source of all that is and that shall be.  
Father and Mother of us all.  
Loving God, in whom is heaven.  
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe!  
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth!  
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
sustain our hope and come on earth.  
With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.  
In times of temptation and test, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Congregational Response                 #34                                 Taize Community 
Gloria, gloria - In excelsis Deo! Gloria, gloria - Alleluia, alleluia 

 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                      
Generous God, you have already given us all that we need. 

Help us trust your continued care, that we may share with others 
the abundance of your blessings. Strengthen us for service, 

and remind us of the great joy that awaits those who answer your call. 
Accept our gifts and give us new songs of praise as we celebrate the 

opportunity for ministry together.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory            Pastorale                                                      Zipoli 
 

*The Doxology                                                                                                       # 21 
Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!  Glory be to God on high! Alleluia! 

Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! Night and stars in God rejoice, 
Alleluia! 

 

The Sermon                                     When little is big  Rev. Mariah Hayden 
 

* The Parting Hymn                       Sois la Semilla (You Are the Seed) #478 
The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                                                                   
 

Tender God, Give us this day and always, a bread of freedom to share,  
a cup of hope to pour upon the earth.  Amen. 

 

Postlude                                        Trumpet Voluntary                                            Bennett 

January Plate Offering 
 

Please mark gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual 
commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

 
COMMUNITY BENEVOLENCE: 

 

Orono Community Garden 
 

In 2004 for a class in sustainability at the 
University of Maine, students created the 
Community Garden, and enormous 
community support kept it going, with 
particular generosity in recent years from 
the Church of Universal Fellowship. 
 

Students and volunteers learn about 
sustainable and organic gardening 
techniques while they work with Dr. John 
Jemison in the fifty or so garden beds 
throughout the growing season.  
 

The low-income seniors, who are the 
recipients of the garden’s produce, have 
the ability to eat more healthfully, and also 
benefit from the personal connection of the 
weekly home delivery. 

    
Please make checks payable to CUF. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

“Pledge” or “Community Garden” 
 

Please put your name on envelopes. 
Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors.             

 
 

December Benevolence Giving: 
350.org    $320 

Christmas Eve Plate Offering 
WIN Bangor   $466 

(Welcoming Immigrants Network) 
CUF Open Doors $377 

 
 

Thank You! 


