
“The simple gifts we take into our bodies at Christ’s table are sustenance for living eucharistically 
in the world: for practicing the kind of hospitality Jesus practiced when he fed hungry followers and 
ate with all the wrong people.”                                                        Debra Dean Murphy 
 
“Faith communities, in this age, have a fresh message about the entire web of life, and about 
humanity’s appropriate place within the Earth community.”                                           Pete Sawtell 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 

    Please note our worship service is recorded and shared publicly online.    
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
The Prelude                 Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn         arr. Benson 

The Centering Silence  
 

The Introit                                Spirit of the Living God           Daniel Iverson 
 

* The Gathering Hymn                Gather Us In                 #284 
 

* The Call to Worship                Adapt. Psalm 40 
 L: We are called to worship with words ancient and new: 
 P: “I waited patiently for God, who inclined and heard my cry 
 L: God drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog 
 P: And set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
 L: God put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
 P: Many will see and be in awe, and put their trust in God. 
 L: Blessed are those who put their trust in God 
 P: Who do not turn to the proud, and go astray with false allegiances 
 L: Please, O God, deliver me; my God, make haste to help me. 
 P: May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you 
 L: May those who love your salvation say continually, ‘God is great!’ 
 P: As for me I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. 
 L: You are my help and my deliverer 
 P: Do not delay, O my God.” 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)           from Banquet of Praise 
Living Mighty God, let me hunger enough that I may have bread to 
share. Let me hunger enough that I may long for the Bread of 
Heaven! Let me hunger enough that I may be filled. But let me not 
hunger, O God, so much that I seek after that which is not bread, nor 
try to live by bread alone. Amen. 

 

The Anthem                         Wind Upon The Waters                      Marty Haugen 
 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us                       Rev. Mariah Hayden 
Welcoming       Go My Children with My Blessing          #431 v. 1 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

Sending                         #431 v. 2 
Go my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.   
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.   

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here with tender comfort stilled you.  
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.  

The Prayer Hymn (seated)            Restless Weaver            #658 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                                       Rev. Mariah Hayden 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)     Kitchen Mother Version, George Ella Lyon, Progressive Church Planting 
Our Mother Who Art in the kitchen cooking us up 
Hallowed may we see all that is 
Your kingdom here delivered into our hands 
Your will in children and trees leaping out on earth as if it were Heaven. 
Give us this day bread we could feed the world and snatch us bald-headed if 
we try to swallow it all. 
Don't forgive us till we learn it is all for giving. 
That salve you've got in a pot on the back of the stove only heals when 
everybody has some. 
And heed us not if we believe You look like us and love us best and gave us 
the True Truth with a license to kill Others writ inside. 
Deliver us from this evil. 
For it is Yours, this kitchen we call Universe where you stir up our favorite 
treat, the Milky Way, folding deep into sweet our little sphere with its powerful 
glory of rainforests and oceans and mountains in feather-boa mist 
Forever if we don't blow it up and ever if we don't tear it down 
Amen 
(Ah women - Ah children - Ah reckon She's about fed up. 
We better make room at the table for everybody before She yells  
OUT! and turns our table over, 
before She calls it off this banquet we've been hoarding 
this paradise we aim to save with bombs.) 

 

The Congregational Response                 #34                                 Taize Community 
Gloria, gloria - In excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, gloria - Alleluia, alleluia 

 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                     Adapt. Didache 
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

Were gathered into one to become our bread 
So may all your people offer unto you 

Gathered contributions that together, become much more. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory        Offertory on 'Restoration'                       Anderson 
*The Doxology                                                                                                       # 21 

Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!  Glory be to God on high! Alleluia! 
Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! Night and stars in God rejoice, 

Alleluia! 
 

The Scripture Reading                     Matthew 12:1-8                   Paul Harris, liturgist 
 

The Sermon                                   Religious Innovation        Rev. Malcolm Himschoot 
 

* The Parting Hymn                    I Love to Tell the Story                                     # 480 
The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                                                                   
 

Tender God, Give us this day and always, a bread of freedom to share,  
a cup of hope to pour upon the earth.  Amen. 

 

Postlude                                     Trumpet in Dialogue                                    Clerambault 

January Plate Offering 
 

Please mark gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual 
commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

 
COMMUNITY BENEVOLENCE: 

 

Orono Community Garden 
 

In 2004 for a class in sustainability at the 
University of Maine, students created the 
Community Garden, and enormous 
community support kept it going, with 
particular generosity in recent years from 
the Church of Universal Fellowship. 
 

Students and volunteers learn about 
sustainable and organic gardening 
techniques while they work with Dr. John 
Jemison in the fifty or so garden beds 
throughout the growing season.  
 

The low-income seniors, who are the 
recipients of the garden’s produce, have 
the ability to eat more healthfully, and also 
benefit from the personal connection of the 
weekly home delivery. 

    
Please make checks payable to CUF. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

“Pledge” or “Community Garden” 
 

Please put your name on envelopes. 
Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors.             

 
 

December Benevolence Giving: 
350.org    $320 

Christmas Eve Plate Offering 
WIN Bangor   $466 

(Welcoming Immigrants Network) 
CUF Open Doors $377 

 
 

Thank You! 


