
May God grant you the grace never to sell yourself short; grace to risk something big for something 
good; and grace to remember that the world is now too dangerous for anything but truth, and too 
small for anything but love.                                                        William Sloane Coffin, 20th c. 
 
Sing Lustily – and with good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half-dead or half-asleep; 
but lift up your voice with strength.                                                                     John Wesley, 18th c. 
 
“On this day earth shall ring.” This happy 15th or 16th century Latin carol is probably a parody of 
an earlier medieval song. The parody may have been written for Holy Innocents' Day, a day when 
choristers and their boy bishop ruled the choir and displaced the senior clergy from their stalls.  
                                                                                          hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com  
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 

 
Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
The Prelude        On This Day, Earth Shall Ring       arr. Anna L. Page 
        Bodwell Hand Bell Choir, Rachel Dobbs, Director; CUF Elementary Children 
The Centering Silence  
 

The Introit                   God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen      arr. Anna L. Page 
                                   Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn               We Three Kings                                         # 172 
 

* The Call to Worship                                                     Philip Britts, United Kingdom, 20th c. 
 L: We have not come like Eastern kings 
  With gifts upon the pommel lying. 
 P: Our hands are empty, and we came 
  Because we heard a baby crying. 
 L: We have not come like questing knights 
  With fiery swords and banners flying. 
 P: We heard a call and hurried here – 
  The call was like a baby crying. 
 L: But we have come with open hearts 
  From places where the torch is dying. 
 P: We seek a manger and a cross 
  Because we heard a baby crying. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                 Based on Examen by Sonny Graves 
In this New Year, O God, we gather ourselves together in a new way, to feel 
your presence once again and express our desire to be close to you. We 
reflect on the past, where and how we sensed your presence. For all that we 
were grateful for, we give to you our gratitude. Where we have still unmet 
desires, where you were mysterious then and now, we give to you our 
confusion and our bold demands. When through the years we have been 
challenged, stretched, or hurt, meet us now as then with transformation, 
seeds of forgiveness, and growth in grace. This is our prayer, O God. Be with 
each of us, and those around us, in this new year’s challenge and 
opportunity. Tend our imagination together and our faithful longings for the 
time to come. In your everlasting mercy we pray. Amen. 
 

The Anthem              The Bells of Christmas Morning                  by Michael Ryan 
                                   Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director 
 

The Scene                      from The Odd Couple    True North Theatre 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us                   Rev. Mariah Hayden 
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated) Go Now In Peace           #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)            There’s a Song in the Air                               # 159 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                                       Rev. Mariah Hayden 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)         Human Rites: Worship Resources for an Age of Change 
                                                                             compiled by Hannah Ward and Jennifer Wild 

Beloved, our Father and Mother, in whom is heaven, 
hallowed be your name, followed be your royal way,  

done be your will and rule, throughout the whole creation. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, Strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, Now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Congregational Response           Confitemini Domino           Taize Community 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)     
Wondrous Creator, you provide for our strength and gladness. 

You supply all that is needful to bring forth from the earth. 
With grateful hearts we offer you these contributions. 

Use them to magnify your work in us and in all creation.                                 
 

The Offering and The Offertory          We Three Kings                       arr. Smith 
                                                               Mark Baker, piano; Dr. Laura Artesani, organ   
* The Doxology                                                                                                      # 21 

Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!  Glory be to God on high! Alleluia! 
Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! Night and stars in God rejoice, 

Alleluia! 
 

The Scripture Reading          Ephesians 5 - The Message    Alyssa Urquhart, reader 
 

The Introduction to A Hymn-Sing          Chalice Hymnal    Rev. Malcolm Himschoot 
 

* The Parting Hymn                      We Gather Together                                       # 276 
The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                                                                       
In the days ahead may our lungs feel as full 

As songs and rejoicing made them feel. 
May our words and actions show what strength 

Is drawn from the poetry of God’s people. 
From the playlist of the past 

May we draw “The Best Of” for our future. 
Amen. 

 

Postlude                                Noël in Olden Style                                       Hastings 

January Plate Offering 
 

Please mark gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual 
commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

 
COMMUNITY BENEVOLENCE: 

 

Orono Community Garden 
 

In 2004 for a class in sustainability at the 
University of Maine, students created the 
Community Garden, and enormous 
community support kept it going, with 
particular generosity in recent years from 
the Church of Universal Fellowship. 
 

Students and volunteers learn about 
sustainable and organic gardening 
techniques while they work with Dr. John 
Jemison in the fifty or so garden beds 
throughout the growing season.  
 

The low-income seniors, who are the 
recipients of the garden’s produce, have 
the ability to eat more healthfully, and also 
benefit from the personal connection of the 
weekly home delivery. 

    
Please make checks payable to CUF. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

“Pledge” or “Community Garden” 
 

Please put your name on envelopes. 
Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors.             

 
 

December Benevolence Giving: 
350.org    $320 

Christmas Eve Plate Offering 
WIN Bangor   $466 

(Welcoming Immigrants Network) 
CUF Open Doors $377 

 
 

Thank You! 


