
Joy Unspeakable erupts when you least expect it, when the burden is greatest, when the hope 
is gone after bullets fly. It rises on the crest of impossibility, it sways to the rhythm of steadfast 
hearts, and celebrates what we cannot see. This joy beckons us not as individual monastics 
but as a community. It is a joy that lives as comfortably in the shout as it does in the silence. 
… This joy is our strength. 
                                 Barbara A. Holmes, Contemplative Practices of the Black Church, 21st c. 
 
I was feeling flat and tired one day when a Goshen college choir came on the radio to sing a 
rousing version of this hymn. The crowd roared their approval, and I too was energized. 
Turned around, if you will. The lyrics seem to me a curious mix of fury and tenderness, but 
not unlike the world itself.  
                                                                                            Grace Is Everywhere (blog, 21st c.) 
 
 
There is a spirit abroad in life of which the Judeo-Christian ethic is but one expression. It is a 
spirit that makes for wholeness and for community…. It broods over the demonstrators for 
justice and brings comfort to the desolate and forgotten who have no memory of what it is to 
feel the rhythm of belonging…. It knows no country and its allies are to be found wherever the 
heart is kind and the collective will and the private endeavor seek to make justice where 
injustice abounds. 
                                    Howard Thurman, The Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples, 20th c. 
 

 
Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 

 
The Prelude                                    Liebster Jesu                                         Young 
 

The Centering Silence  
 

The Introit                    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      arr. M. L. Thompson 
 

* The Gathering Hymn          Joyful Joyful, We Adore Thee                             # 2 
 

* The Call to Worship                based on James 5:7                              
 L:  The farmer waits for the right time 
 P:  And then puts hands in the ground, planting seeds. 
 L:  The farmer adds care and sunshine and water 
 P:  And then waits for the time new growth will emerge. 
 L:  Stored energy becomes a visible miracle 
 P:  Yet the farmer waits for a precious crop from the earth 
 L:  The early rains come and the late rains come 
 P:  And still the farmer must be patient                                                
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                                  Chalice                                                                                                                          
Gracious God, gentle in your power and strong in your tenderness, you have 
brought us forth from the womb of your being and have breathed into us the 
breath of life. We know that we do not live by bread alone but by each word 
that comes from you. Through the Holy Spirit, make us a joyful company of 
your people so that with the faithful in every place and time we may praise 
and honor you, God Most High. Amen. 
 

The Hebrew Scripture               Isaiah 35:1-10  
 

The Advent Wreath              The Candle of Joy               (please see your insert) 
 

The Anthem               Twas In the Moon of Wintertime            arr. Jason W. Krug 
 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us                     Rev. Mariah Hayden 
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
The Prayer Hymn (seated)      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                             # 119 
The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)        Time & Seasons            An Alternative Lord’s Prayer 

Breath of Life, 
In whom we live and move and have our being, 

Your presence fills all of Creation. 
May justice and mercy reign, 
In our lives and in our world. 

Today may our bellies be full, our hearts warm, 
And our fellowship open. 

May we reconcile with the people we’ve hurt, 
Just as we reconcile with the people who’ve hurt us. 

Lead us not into a time of trial, 
But deliver us from evil. 

For wherever grace and community abide, 
There you are with us; 

We are not alone.   Blessed be. 
The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                     

What a joy to give!  Lead us, together, into your realm,  
where all are valued and no one is excluded.   

May our offerings spread the knowledge of your ways across this world, 
widening the circle of inclusion to embrace all your children.  Amen. 

 

The Offering and Offertory      How Brightly Beams the Morning Star          arr. Wilson 
 

 * The Doxology                                                                                                    # 125 
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free 

From our fears and sins release us, Christ in whom our rest shall be 
You, our strength and consolation, come - salvation to impart! 

Dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart. 
 

The Gospel Reading   Luke 1:46-55   (Inclusive Bible)         Barbara Turner, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon     “Choosing The Present Imperfect”      Rev. Malcolm Himschoot 
 

*The Parting Hymn  Canticle of the Turning  (please see insert)    Rory Cooney 
The Benediction 
The Congregational Benediction 

The difference between going out 
And going out, rejoicing, 

Is believing we are led onward 
To go in God 

Therefore the place we go 
Is a good place, filled with joy. 

Let us go out, rejoicing! 
 

Postlude                                  Oh Blessed Emmanuel                          arr. Thompson 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

unmarked gifts 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open 
to promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, 
non-profit groups use our beautiful facility—
Girl Scouts, Orono Health Association, 
Euphony, Women of the World, Still Water 
Sangha, Operation Breaking Stereotypes--to 
name just a few!  Relationships are formed, 
plans are made, lessons are learned, and 
community is built and nourished with love and 
laughter.  CUF considers the cost of our open 
doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a benevolence 
gift to the greater Orono/Old Town community.  
Won’t you help? 
          

 

marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your week/month/annual commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 
350.org 

 
Our CUF youth traditionally choose our 
benevolence giving recipient for the month 
of December. This year, they have chosen 
350.org 
 
Climate change isn’t a distant problem 
-it is here now. People all over the world 
are feeling the impacts. From island 
nations that are going underwater to 
indigenous lands being exploited for fossil 
fuel extraction. The fight against climate 
change is a fight for justice. 350.org uses 
online campaigns, grassroots organizing, 
and mass public actions to oppose new 
coal, oil and gas projects, take money out 
of the companies that are heating up the 
planet, and build 100% clean energy 
solutions that work for all. The 350.org 
network extends to 188 countries. 

 
Please make checks payable to  

The Church of Universal Fellowship. 
Memo your check or mark your envelope: 

Pledge or 350.org 
Please put your name on envelopes! 

(unmarked gifts will support Open Doors) 


