
Tomorrow will be more hopeful than this awful piece of time we call today. 
Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games 

 
At times, the problems facing our world feel so big they threaten to swallow us whole. 
Sometimes we avoid unpleasant news, or the state of our fellow citizen, preferring instead to 
rest on the belief that someone, somewhere, will fix us. Dystopia challenges this belief. It 
asks, what if humanity cannot be rescued from its worse impulses. Who might you be, what 
might you do?                                                                                           Andrea Ayres 
 
If one hopes for the sake of Christ in the future of God and the ultimate liberation of the 
world, one cannot passively wait for this future and, like the apocalyptic believers, withdraw 
from the world. Rather, one must seek this future, strive for it, and already here be in 
correspondence to it in the active renewal of life and of the conditions of life and therefore 
realize it already here according to the measure of possibilities. Because this future is the 
future of one God, it is a unique and unifying future.                                      Jurgen Moltmann 
 

 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                             The Desert Shall Rejoice                              Smith                                                                           
 

The Centering Silence      
 

The Introit                              O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

*The Gathering Hymn          Come and Find the Quiet Center                     # 129 
 

* The Call to Worship Banquet of Praise 
 

L:  In the presence of a God whose word has called the earth and the stars 
into being, 

P:  We stand in awe. 
L:  In the presence of a God whose arms have held children, 
P:  We stand in trust. 
L:  In the presence of a God whose breath has stirred within us and  

caused our hearts to thirst for justice, 
P:  We stand in need. 
L:  Before you, Giver of Life, we come in faith - or waiting for faith 

- in search of love and justice and wholeness. 
P:  Be with us, hear us, we pray. Amen. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                                Adapt. Isaiah 2-3 
O God, we live in troubled times. On the one hand, the land is filled with 
silver and gold, and there is no end to the treasures. On the other hand, the 
land is filled with terror and armor, and there is no end to the chariots. 
People are oppressed, everyone by another, and everyone is insulted by a 
neighbor. In such times, may we not enter the caverns of the rocks or the 
clefts in the crags, trembling in fear of your glory and majesty. Instead on 
that day when our haughtiness is humbled, and the pride of everyone is 
brought low, help us to wait and watch. Your refuge and your shelter, your 
bread and water, your day of peace shall be lifted up against every high 
tower and every fortified wall. With works of peace shall your name be 
exalted. May it be so. Amen. 
 

The Advent Wreath (please see your insert) 
The Hebrew Scripture                     Psalm 122                 John Hackney, Reader 
 

The Anthem                       Emmanuel, Expected Jesus         Ruth Elaine Schram 
 

 

Time for the Child in Each of Us                                                  Reverend Hayden 
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)     Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
     

The Prayer Hymn                     Down by the Riverside                                       #673 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                Reverend Hayden 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                  Time & Seasons, An Alternative Lord’s Prayer 
Breath of Life, 

In whom we live and move and have our being, 
Your presence fills all of Creation. 

May justice and mercy reign, 
In our lives and in our world. 

Today may our bellies be full, our hearts warm, 
And our fellowship open. 

May we reconcile with the people we’ve hurt, 
Just as we reconcile with the people who’ve hurt us. 

Lead us not into a time of trial, 
But deliver us from evil. 

For wherever grace and community abide, 
There you are with us; 

We are not alone.   Blessed be. 
The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                     
 

May the stuff of time which is the stuff of life 
Be made into the stuff of eternity 

So that that which gives Life can bring delight to the world 
Both now and evermore.  Amen 

 

The Offering and The Offertory    Creator of the Stars of Night                 Traditional 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 125 
Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free 

From our fears and sins release us, Christ in whom our rest shall be 
You, our strength and consolation, come - salvation to impart! 

Dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart. 
 

 

The Gospel Reading                  Matthew 24:36-44                  Ginny Gallant, Reader 
 

The Message                     Choose Your Own Adventure            Reverend Himschoot 
 

* The Parting Hymn              To Us All, to Every Nation                                       #634 
 

* The Benediction and Congregational Benediction (please see insert)      F. Ritter 
 

* The Postlude                                    Noël                                                        Dubois 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

unmarked gifts 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open 
to promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, 
non-profit groups use our beautiful facility—
Girl Scouts, Orono Health Association, 
Euphony, Women of the World, Still Water 
Sangha, Operation Breaking Stereotypes--to 
name just a few!  Relationships are formed, 
plans are made, lessons are learned, and 
community is built and nourished with love 
and laughter.  CUF considers the cost of our 
open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old 
Town community.  Won’t you help? 
          

 

marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your week/month/annual commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 
350.org 

 
Our CUF youth traditionally chose our 
benevolence giving recipient for the 
month of December. This year, they have 
chosen 350.org 
 
Climate change isn’t a distant problem 
-it is here now. People all over the world 
are feeling the impacts. From island 
nations that are going underwater to 
indigenous lands being exploited for fossil 
fuel extraction. The fight against climate 
change is a fight for justice. 350.org uses 
online campaigns, grassroots organizing, 
and mass public actions to oppose new 
coal, oil and gas projects, take money out 
of the companies that are heating up the 
planet, and build 100% clean energy 
solutions that work for all. The 350.org 
network extends to 188 countries. 

 
Please make checks payable to  

The Church of Universal Fellowship. 
Memo your check or mark your envelope: 

Pledge or 350.org 
Please put your name on envelopes! 

(unmarked gifts will support Open Doors) 


