
Light precedes every transition. Whether at the end of a tunnel, through a crack in the 
door or the flash of an idea, it is always there, heralding a new beginning. 
                                                                      Teresa Tsalaky, from The Transition Witness 
Change is situational. Transition, on the other hand, is psychological. It is not those events 
but rather the inner reorientation or self-redefinition that you have to go through in order to 
incorporate any of those changes into your life. Without a transition, a change is just a 
rearrangement of the furniture. Unless transition happens, the change won’t work. 
                                                                                                                         William Bridges 
 

We must live in the radiance of tomorrow, as our ancestors have suggested in their tales. For 
what is yet to come tomorrow has possibilities, and we must think of it, the simplest glimpse 
of that possibility of goodness. That will be our strength. That has always been our strength. 
                                                                             Ishmael Beah, from Radiance of Tomorrow 

 
Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light a prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
The Prelude                        Strength in the Stillness                        Matt Schinske 
 

The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                 Christians, We Have Met to Worship         by William Moore 
                                                    
* The Gathering Hymn             For the Fruit of All Creation                           #714 
 

* The Call to Worship  
 

L: The time of gathering is here. 
P: We have come from far and wide to offer our praise to God  
     for God’s many blessings to us. 
L:  Open your hearts to compassionate words of love. 
P: Help us, O God, to receive your gifts in gratitude and to live lives  
    of helpful service to others. 
L: Praise be to God who provides for us. 
All: May our hearts be truly grateful, and may we show our gratitude  
       by the ways in which we live and care of others. Amen 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison) 
 

Bounteous God, you have lavished your finest gifts on each one of us. 
We thank you for the many ways in which you have blessed our lives--with 
love, hope, friends, our church, and so many other things that we cherish. 
Help us be a blessing for others--that they may come to know you and 
rejoice in your love. Give us hearts of courage and confidence to step out 
into the world in service, bringing hope where there is doubt, peace where 
there is strife, love where there is discord. This we pray in your name. 
Amen 
 

Psalm 46  (responsive)                                                                                    #742 
 

The Hebrew Scripture        Jeremiah 23:1-6           Mark Baker, Reader 
 

The Anthem            Come, Ye Thankful People, Come           by George J. Elvey 
A Time for the Child in Each of Us                                                Rachel Dobbs 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace      #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
The Prayer Hymn                            God of Our Life                                             #713 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)           by Neil Douglas-Klotz from Prayers of the Cosmos 
 

O Birther! Father-Mother of the Cosmos 
Focus your light within us—make it useful. 
Create your reign of unity now— 
through our fiery hearts and willing hands. 
Help us love beyond our ideals 
and sprout acts of compassion for all creatures. 
Animate the earth within us:  
we then feel the Wisdom underneath supporting all. 
Untangle the knots within 
so that we can mend our hearts' simple ties to each other. 
Don't let surface things delude us, 
but free us from what holds us back from our true purpose. 
Out of you, the astonishing fire, 
returning light and sound to the cosmos. 

 

The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
So much justice yet to be established; so much pain yet to be healed. 

So much peace yet to be realized; so much love yet to pour forth. 
Accept, O God, the fruits of our labor.  Amen 

The Offertory                                       Siciliano                                         John Alcock 

* The Doxology                                                                                                      # 21 
Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!  Glory be to God on high! Alleluia! 

Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! Night and stars in God rejoice, 
Alleluia! 

The Gospel Reading                       Luke 1:68-79                  Barbara Turner, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                                      In Transition                                  Rachel Dobbs 
 

* The Parting Hymn                Let All Things Now Living                                      #717 
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison).                                                        
Let us go now into the world, inspired by the radiant love of God.  

Let us live generously, with open hearts and open hands. Let us be good 
stewards of the gifts we have received, so that we may be a blessing to each 

other and our community. Amen 
* The Postlude                         Thanks and Praise to God                     Franklin Ritter 

 
 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

unmarked gifts 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open 
to promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, 
non-profit groups use our beautiful facility—
Girl Scouts, Orono Health Association, 
Euphony, Women of the World, Still Water 
Sangha, Operation Breaking Stereotypes--to 
name just a few!  Relationships are formed, 
plans are made, lessons are learned, and 
community is built and nourished with love 
and laughter.  CUF considers the cost of our 
open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old 
Town community.  Won’t you help? 

 

marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

The CUF Social Justice Team will again 
deliver Thanksgiving Baskets to families in 
our area on the afternoon of Sunday, 
November 24th. 
 

The Baskets will include a Thanksgiving 
dinner and will be supplemented with extra 
food collected by ASA Adams Elementary 
School. 
Our plate offerings cover the cost of the 
Baskets each year. Please place checks or 
cash envelopes in the Offering Plate 
marked “Thanksgiving Baskets”. 
 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or envelopes 
Pledge or Baskets 

Please put your name on envelopes. 
 (unmarked gifts will support “Open Doors”) 


