
We must not just be recipients but givers! We must not just be keepers but donors! Giving 
brings relief and sharing enlightens the heart. Caring joins and showing love is life.  
It is never enough to acquire all acquisition. It is never enough to have all our ambitions.  
We must endeavor to give for giving out of a true heart is a true love and a true love is life. 
                                                                                                          Ernest Agyemang Yeboah 
 

The wise man does not lay up his own treasures. The more he gives to other, the more he 
has for his own.                                                                                                             Lao Tzu 
 

We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give. 
                                                                                                               Winston S. Churchill 
 

While the word charity denotes a single act of giving, justice speaks to right living, of aligning 
oneself with the world in a way that sustains rather than exploits the rest of creation. 
                                                                                                                     Rachel Held Evans 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   
Please come forward and light a prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

The Prelude                                    Prelude on Evan                             arr. Young 
 

The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                             O God, Our Help in Ages Past              arr. Callahan 
                                                   Bodwell Hand Bell Choir, Rachel Dobbs, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn        Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                           #25 
 

* The Call to Worship (adapted from Sarah E. Weaver - led by Leah Vetelino) 
 

We gather together this morning to proclaim 
the ways in which God is working within our midst. 
We have been blessed by God! 
We gather together to give thanks 
for the ways in which God is working within our midst. 
We are being blessed by God! 
We gather together to open our eyes 
to the ways God is using us to work within our midst. 
We will continue to be blessed by God! 
God has given us so much 
and is very much alive, at work and still speaking among us. 
We are called to give back. 
We are called to be good stewards; 
good stewards of our time, of our resources and of our money. 
Let us give thanks to our God of blessings 
and affirm our commitment 
to the ministry God is calling us into. 
Let us give thanks to God! 
Let us proclaim our faith in God! 
Let us worship God together! 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison - led by Leah Vetelino)  
Listening God, the cost of discipleship seems reasonable as we bow our 
heads in prayer. Yet, when we think about the economic pressures in our 
lives – the mortgage, car payments, school tuition, retirement funds, and 
credit card debt – giving money is a challenge. Strengthen the connection 

between your call to discipleship and our giving habits.  
We strive to grow in generosity so that our giving is a reflection of our desire to 
be in a covenant relationship with you.  
God of abundance, sometimes we have to learn how to have faith in the  
in-between. 
When there doesn’t seem to be enough, show us how your people take care of 
each other. When we fear to share what we have, show us the grace of 
receiving an unexpected gift. When we hang on tight for later, just in case, 
show us that you are in this very moment. 
In these ways, teach us to give, to share, to be a blessing to others. In Your 
name we pray, Amen. 
 

The Anthem                       Our Hymn of Grateful Praise              arr. Michael Helman 
                                                          Bodwell Hand Bell Choir, Rachel Dobbs, Director 
A Time for the Child in Each of Us     (YAWP skit led by Sonja Birthisel & Avi Rude) 
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace      #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 
The Prayer Hymn                       Be Thou My Vision                                            #595 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer - from Prayers of the Cosmos  led by Rachel Dobbs 
O Birther! Father-Mother of the Cosmos 
Focus your light within us—make it useful. 
Create your reign of unity now— 
through our fiery hearts and willing hands. 
Help us love beyond our ideals 
and sprout acts of compassion for all creatures. 
Animate the earth within us:  
we then feel the Wisdom underneath supporting all. 
Untangle the knots within 
so that we can mend our hearts' simple ties to each other. 
Don't let surface things delude us, 
but free us from what holds us back from our true purpose. 
Out of you, the astonishing fire, 
returning light and sound to the cosmos. 
Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison - led by Irene von Hoffman)  
O God of Generosity and Grace, we hear your call to generous giving in the 
way you meet our needs each day, and in the peace you give which surpasses 
our understanding. Having received so much, we offer all we have to you: our 
time, talents, money, and all our other resources. May what we offer in these 
moments be the very blessing, the very hope, the very peace that others need. 
Bless these gifts for the work of your church.   
Amen 
 

The Offertory                                          Adagio                                                 Corelli 

 
 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

unmarked gifts 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open 
to promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, 
non-profit groups use our beautiful facility—
Girl Scouts, Orono Health Association, 
Euphony, Women of the World, Still Water 
Sangha, Operation Breaking Stereotypes--to 
name just a few!  Relationships are formed, 
plans are made, lessons are learned, and 
community is built and nourished with love 
and laughter.  CUF considers the cost of our 
open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old 
Town community.  Won’t you help? 

 

marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

The CUF Social Justice Team will again 
deliver Thanksgiving Baskets to families in 
our area on the afternoon of Sunday, 
November 24th. 
 

The Baskets will include a Thanksgiving 
dinner and will be supplemented with extra 
food collected by ASA Adams Elementary 
School. 
Our plate offerings cover the cost of the 
Baskets each year. Please place checks or 
cash envelopes in the Offering Plate 
marked “Thanksgiving Baskets”. 
 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or envelopes 
Pledge or Baskets 

Please put your name on envelopes. 
 (unmarked gifts will support “Open Doors”) 


