
You can’t conceive, my child, nor can I or anyone the... appalling...strangeness of the mercy of 
God.                                                                      Graham Greene 1904-1991 Brighton Rock (novel)   
 

Certain thoughts are prayers. There are moments when, whatever be the attitude of the body, the 
soul is on its knees.                                                              Victor Hugo, 19th c. 
 

When I can no longer bear my loneliness, I take it to my friends.  For I must share it with all the 
friends of God.  "Do you suffer?"   "So do I!"                                      Mechtild of Magdeburg, 13th c. 
 

It is important at least to tell from time to time the secret of who we truly and fully are—even if we 
tell it only to ourselves—because otherwise we run the risk of losing track of who we truly and fully 
are and little by little come to accept instead the highly edited version which we put forth in hope 
that the world will find it more acceptable than the real thing.       Frederick Buechner, Telling Secrets 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                          How Firm a Foundation                                    Smith                
            

The Centering Silence  
Lighting the Candle of Common Good                                             Bob Gallant                             
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the common good.  
We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening and learning are sacred 
duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of others.  May we be attentive to 
seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                              

The CUF Worship Team                                  
The Introit             I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me            African-American Spiritual 
 

* The Gathering Hymn               God of Our Life                                           # 713 

 

* The Call to Worship                                                                           R. Burgess                                            
L:   The Lenten wilderness waits, ready for those who come, 
P:   those who come obedient to the Spirit's leading; 
L:   or those who are driven, because they will not come any other way. 
P:   The Lenten wilderness waits, ready to let us know who we are, 
L:   in the lonely place of self-discovery. 
P:   And while we fear, and rightly, the loneliness, 
L:   the emptiness and harshness, 
P:   we forget the angels, the messengers, whom we cannot  
 see for our blindness, 
L:   but who come when God decides we need their help; 
P:   when we are ready for what they can give us. 
L:   Let us turn our hearts to God this hour. 
P:   Let us pray and sing and grow together.   
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison) 
 God, it takes courage to be the creatures you made us to be.  Year 
after year, we add to our experiences of the world, pushing against our limits 
to find out what will budge and what will not.    We find that we can make 
certain things happen, and we can prevent other things from happening.  We 
can make friends, and we can make enemies.  We can say “yes”, and we can 
say “no”.  God, we confess we get so carried away that we begin to think we 
are in control of our lives—until something happens. 
 God, we are tentative before you, confused in the clutter of abandoned 
dreams and tattered faith, worn out by our efforts to improve the world, 
cramped by responsibilities, and lost in an ocean of time. 
 In our brokenness, we turn to you.  Resurrect the shattered pieces of 
who we are.  Take the fragments of our faith this Lenten season, Lord, and 
in your mercy, redeem them and make us whole.  Amen.      

The Hebrew Scripture                               Psalm 32                                           # 739 
 

Our Lenten Journey     Sunday Morning With The Sensational Nightingales  
by Billy Collins, Fran Vogt, reader 

 

The Anthem             Prodigal's Return              19th Century Hymn arr. Peter Amidon 
          

Time for the Child in Each of Us        
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go.     
 
 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)       O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go        # 540, vs 1, 2, 3  
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                  
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                Central America, Matthew 6:9-13; Luke11:2-4 
O God here on earth, holy is your name.  Your kingdom come--a generous land 
that flows with milk and honey.  Let us do your will--standing up when all are 
sitting down and raising our voice when all are silent.  Give us daily bread in the 
song of the bird and the miracle of the corn.  Forgive us for keeping silent in the 
face of injustice, for burying our dreams, for not sharing bread, water, love and 
the land among all people, now.  Let us not fall into the temptation of shutting 
the door through fear; of resigning people to hunger and injustice; of taking up 
the same arms as the enemy. 
Deliver us from evil.  Give us the perseverance to look for love, even if the path 
has not yet been trodden, even if we fall, so that we shall know your reign being 
built here forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response       O Lord, hear my prayer           Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
God, whose giving knows no ending, transform our love into thought, 

our thought into concern, our concern into action, and thus bring us closer to 
you and make our very lives a daily witness to your love.  Amen. 

 

The Offering and The Offertory                         Pastorale                               Wesley 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 715 
  All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
  to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
  the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
  for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                                                                        
 
 

The Gospel Lesson                Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                  Alma Homola, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                                 Family Matters                             Reverend Grenfell 
 
 

* The Parting Hymn    I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                              # 75 
 

* The Benediction                                                                                    
 

* The Choral Benediction       O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee                 # 602, v 4                   
In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way; 

in peace that only thou canst give, with thee, O Master, let me live. 
 

* The Postlude                                  Fugue                                                         Selby 
 

 
 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for 

our community is to keep the church doors 

open to promote community-building 

activities and encourage positive 

relationships.  Many local, non-profit 
groups use our beautiful facility – Orono 

Health Association, Euphony, Women of 

the World, Still Water Sangha, Operation 

Breaking Stereotypes, True North Theater, 

American Field Service, Children’s 

International Summer Villages – to name 

just a few!  Relationships are formed, 

plans are made, lessons are learned, and 

community is built and nourished with love 

and laughter. CUF considers some of the  

cost of our Open Doors (heat, lights, 

cleaning) a benevolence gift to the greater 

Orono/Old Town community.  
 

 
marked gifts (check or envelope) 

PLEDGE 
 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or mark your 
envelope: 

 
Pledge,  

or 
Open Doors 

Unmarked gifts will support Open Doors. 
 


