
. . . I bind unto myself today   I bind unto myself today 
The virtues of the starlit heaven,   The power of God to hold and lead, 
The glorious sun's life-giving ray,  His eye to watch, His might to stay, 
The whiteness of the moon at even,  His ear to hearken to my need. 
The flashing of the lightning free,  The wisdom of my God to teach, 
The whirling wind's tempestuous shocks, His hand to guide, His shield to ward, 
The stable earth, the deep salt sea,  The word of God to give me speech 
Around the old eternal rocks.   His heavenly host to be my guard . . . 
                                                St. Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer (excerpt) 
 

I have a deep sense of oneness with the planet, the cosmos.  I realize I am home, forever, in this 
Universe.  A Universe that seems to me perfect in every way.  It is tragic that our focus on harming 
others is fatally distracting humans from this invigorating reality.  Whatever happens to me I will 
always be part of this amazing Wonder that is life in this vast Creation.  I am thankful.  When I am 
not overwhelmed by sadness I am filled with joy.                                                  
                                                        Alice Walker, Pulitzer Prize winning American novelist and poet 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                             Be Thou My Vision              Irish hymn, arr. Young 
 

The Centering Silence  
 

Lighting the Candle of Common Good                                 
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the common good.  
We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening and learning are sacred 
duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of others.  May we be attentive to 
seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                              

The CUF Worship Team                                  
 

The Introit      Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days      English Psalter, 1562                  
 
 

* The Gathering Hymn            Go Down, Moses                                           # 663  
 
 

* The Call to Worship                                David Whyte, The House of Belonging 
Leader: Above the mountains, the geese turn into the light  
  again painting their black silhouettes on an open sky. 
People: Sometimes everything has to be inscribed across the heavens 
   so you can find the one line already written inside you. 
Leader: Sometimes it takes a great sky to find 
People: that small, bright and indescribable 
   wedge of freedom in your own heart. 
Leader: Sometimes with the bones of the black sticks  
  left when the fire has gone out, 
   someone has written something new   in the ashes of your life--   

People: You are not leaving.   You are arriving. 

 
The Gathering Prayer                                                                                
               O God, above any government and sovereignty, above the riot police and 
the tear gas, above vested interest and corruption, above political 
establishments, above all things—thy kingdom reigns. 
   We were going to do something about poverty, about hunger, 
ignorance, and disease, but it was all too much for us, beyond our giving 
and our understanding, and we turned back. 
   We were going to do something about violence, about the arms race, 
nuclear weapons, and those who make a profit out of war, but we couldn’t 
make sense of it, and we couldn’t see what we should do, and we turned 
back.  We were going to do something about ecology, about the 
disappearance of the forests, the rare species and irreplaceable plants; but 

it really is very difficult, and none of us has the whole picture in these matters, 
so we turned away. 
   O God, we are good at learning a little, and wringing our hands in 
helplessness.  May we take the power you have given us and set about claiming 
our inheritance.  May we indeed trust in your teachings as what we need in order 
to move into a future filled with the love and justice of your kingdom.  Amen. 
 

The Anthem                  I Bind Unto Myself This Day             St. Patrick's Breastplate  
                                                                      Irish melody arr. Charles Villiers Stanford             
Time for the Child in Each of Us        
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace      #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go.     

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)           I Shall Not Be Moved                                      # 615      
The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                  
The Lord’s Prayer                                Central America, Matthew 6:9-13; Luke11:2-4 
O God here on earth, holy is your name.  Your kingdom come--a generous land 
that flows with milk and honey.  Let us do your will--standing up when all are 
sitting down and raising our voice when all are silent.  Give us daily bread in the 
song of the bird and the miracle of the corn.  Forgive us for keeping silent in the 
face of injustice, for burying our dreams, for not sharing bread, water, love and 
the land among all people, now.  Let us not fall into the temptation of shutting 
the door through fear; of resigning people to hunger and injustice; of taking up 
the same arms as the enemy. 
Deliver us from evil.  Give us the perseverance to look for love, even if the path 
has not yet been trodden, even if we fall, so that we shall know your reign being 
built here forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response       O Lord, hear my prayer           Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
God, whose giving knows no ending, transform our love into thought, 

our thought into concern, our concern into action, and thus bring us closer to 
you and make our very lives a daily witness to your love.  Amen. 

 

The Offering and The Offertory      Morning Has Broken    Gaelic Melody, arr. Smith 
           

* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 715 
  All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
  to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
  the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
  for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                                                                        
 

Our Lenten Journey           Still I Rise            by Maya Angelou, Tricia Griffith, reader 
                                                                                                        

The Gospel Lesson                    Luke 13:31-35                              Brett Ellis, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                      Daring a Larger Community                   Reverend Grenfell 
For further exploration of American truth-tellers, please see americanswhotellthetruth.org 

 

* The Parting Hymn         I’ve Got Peace Like a River                                         # 530 

* The Benediction                                                                                    
* The Choral Benediction           O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee             # 602, v 4                   

In hope that sends a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way; 
in peace that only thou canst give, with thee, O Master, let me live. 

 

* The Postlude                                   Irish Blessing                                           Palmer 
 

 
 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for 

our community is to keep the church doors 

open to promote community-building 

activities and encourage positive 

relationships.  Many local, non-profit 
groups use our beautiful facility – Orono 

Health Association, Euphony, Women of 

the World, Still Water Sangha, Operation 

Breaking Stereotypes, True North Theater, 

American Field Service, Children’s 

International Summer Villages – to name 

just a few!  Relationships are formed, 

plans are made, lessons are learned, and 

community is built and nourished with love 

and laughter. CUF considers some of the  

cost of our open doors (heat, lights, 

cleaning) a benevolence gift to the greater 

Orono/Old Town community.  
 

 
marked gifts (check or envelope) 

PLEDGE 
 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or mark your 
envelope: 

 
Pledge,  

or 
Open Doors 

Unmarked gifts will support Open Doors. 
 


