
I became aware of a need in me to deny that the poor could possibly feel the pain and indignities 
of their lives in the same way I would if I were in their circumstances. I realized that this denial in 
me is an illusion, a defense mechanism. For to face squarely that their pain is as profound as mine 
would be in those same circumstances would break my heart in two. The time has come and is 
well overdue to let go and let our hearts break, for fuller capacity to love grows out of broken hearts. 
                                                                                                                              Killian Noe, 21st c. 
 

We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them how wrong 
they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all 
their hearts to know the source of it.                                                         Madeleine L'Engle, 20th c. 
 
Christ did not appoint professors, but followers. If Christianity (precisely because it is not a doctrine) 
is not reduplicated in the life of the person expounding it, then he does not expound Christianity, 
for Christianity is a message about living and can only be expounded by being realized in men's 
lives.                                                                                                         Soren Kierkegaard, 19th c. 
 

The big issue is how do you heal a world which sees net worth and the gathering of creature 
comforts and powers and possessions as the norm of happiness?            Richard McBrien, 21st c. 
 
If you want to build a ship, don't herd people together to collect wood and don't assign them tasks 
and work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.  
                                                                                                     Antoine de Saint-Exupery, 20th c. 
 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 
Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Prelude             O Wondrous Food, O Cup That Heals                    Callender 
                    
The Centering Silence  
 
Lighting the Candle of Common Good                                              Paul Harris 
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the common good.  
We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening and learning are sacred 
duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of others.  May we be attentive to 
seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                              
                                                                                                                     The CUF Worship Team                                  
 
The Introit                  Here we accept bread at this table . . .               # 289, vs 3 

Please open your hymnal and follow along. 
                             
* The Gathering Hymn            Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                 # 66 
 
* The Call to Worship   
L:    “The word of the Lord was rare in those days, 
  and there were no frequent visions.” 
P:   We cover our ears.  We hide our eyes.  We pull up the covers. 
 We fall back asleep.  How will we know God's word for today? 
L:   In the middle of the night and in the brightness of the day,   
 be attentive to the voices that call your name. 
P:   Can we ever catch a glimpse of the immortal, invisible God?   
 How will we begin to know the One who is hidden from our eyes? 
L:   The Word has become flesh and dwells among us full of   
 grace and truth. 
P:   Let us seek together the continuing revelation of the God who 
 speaks transformation to us in creation, in silence, in words,  
 in relationships and in the life of Jesus.   
 Come, let us seek God’s grace by worshiping together. 
 

The Gathering Prayer  (unison)                                                                                S. Sledge 
 O God, we are prone to equate winter days with barrenness and 
desolation.  We confess that we shut doors, lock windows and often brood alone.  
When we do, we are just as likely to believe that you are as far away as the colors 
of spring. 
 But into the darkness, you place a star of light.  Into a world that still knows 
its Herods, you place men and women who pack up their dreams safely in their 
hearts and head home a different way. 
 May we be among them.  May we be faithful against all odds, setting out 
for who-knows-where.  Help us not to be deterred by fatigue or rejection.  Let us 
not consider ourselves too powerful or too wealthy to enter the homes of those 
who know too much of winter cold.  Let us love the many faces of your world 
and not be afraid of the strange and new. 
 At every turn, we are blessed by your ancient love continually and 
insistently sustaining us.  Through your Word, give us strength to continue our 
winter pilgrimage, searching for your light to guide the way.  Amen.  
  
The Anthem                          Swing Low, Sweet Chariot                   arr. Peter Amidon          
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us    
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go.     

 
The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)     

How then shall we respond to the Mystery that is come among us? 
With willingness for change.  With patience in long waiting. 

With silence and with singing. 
With the ability to see the Mystery in the least likely 

of our brothers and sisters.  With the joy of sharing.  Amen.                                 
 

 The Offering and The Offertory              In the Quiet Consecration                Schalk              
 

* The Doxology                                                                                Linda Bonney Olin 
 Praise God from whom all blizzards flow, 
 when snow comes down and cold winds blow!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 Praise God for shovels, gloves and plows 
 when four-foot drifts surround your house! 
 If more snow falls, praise for snowballs.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

The Gospel Lesson                          Luke 5:1-11   
 
The Message                                    End Results                            Reverend Grenfell 
 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  (insert) 
 
* The Parting Hymn        Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore                      # 342    
 
* The Benediction                                                                                    
 
* The Choral Benediction (unison)                                Christina Rossetti 1830-1894  

What can I give him, Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what can I give him—Give my heart. 

 
* The Postlude                                  Rigaudon                                                Campra 

                  

Offering Plate 
 

marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

and/or 
MINISTER’S  

DISCRETIONARY FUND 
From time to time over the course of a 
year, our minister is asked for assistance 
or sees a need herself that can be readily 
met. The requests or situations arise from 
both people within our church family and 
from those who are not. A request could 
be for almost anything – food, heating oil, 
gas money, funding a GED, or just a bit of 
help to meet a payment. These are one-
time requests and come from people who 
turn to the church when trouble or need 
arises. Please, won’t you help in 
responding to individuals and 
circumstances in our church and 
community? 

Please make checks payable to: CUF 

 
Memo your check / mark your envelope: 

Pledge or 
Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

(please put your name on envelopes) 
unmarked gifts will support  

CUF Open Doors 


