
The belonging you seek lies ahead of you, not behind.         Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 2015 
 

Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go.    T.S. Eliot, 20th c. 
 

Perhaps it has never struck you how consistently the great religious teachers and founders leave 
home, go on pilgrimage to far-off places, do a major turnabout, choose downward mobility; and 
how often it is . . . the established religion at the time, spiritual authorities, and often civil authorities 
. . . fight against them . . .this pattern is rather universal.       Richard Rohr, Falling Upwards, 21st c.   
                                                    

Not every committed Christian in name has a taste for actually kneeling in the dust and muck of a 
barn in a backwater town with astonished recognition that this is where God prefers to make an 
entrance.                                                            Stephen Bauman, Christ Church, New York, 21st c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                   God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen      arr. Anna Laura Page 
                                           Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director  
          

The Centering Silence  
Lighting the Candle of Common Good                                            Tricia Griffith                                     
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the common good.  
We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening and learning are sacred 
duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of others.  May we be attentive to 
seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                              
                                                                                                                     The CUF Worship Team 
                                  

The Introit                                   We Three Kings                  John H. Hopkins, Jr. 
                                                               CUF Middle Ringers; Rachel Dobbs, Director            
 

* The Gathering Hymn               We Three Kings                                         # 172 
 
       

* The Call to Worship                                                     Philip Britts, United Kingdom, 20th c. 
 L: We have not come like Eastern kings 
  With gifts upon the pommel lying. 
 P: Our hands are empty, and we came 
  Because we heard a baby crying. 
 L: We have not come like questing knights 
  With fiery swords and banners flying. 
 P: We heard a call and hurried here – 
  The call was like a baby crying. 
 L: But we have come with open hearts 
  From places where the torch is dying. 
 P: We seek a manger and a cross 
  Because we heard a baby crying. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)   
O God, we thought we knew where to find you; we hardly needed a star to 
guide the way, just perseverance and common sense. Why do you hide 
yourself away from the powerful and join the refugees and outcasts, calling 
us to follow you there?  Wise God, give us wisdom. 
 We thought we had laid you safe in the manger; we wrapped you in 
the thickest sentiment we could find, and stressed how long ago you came 
to us. Why do you break upon us in our daily life with messages of peace 
and goodwill, demanding that we do something about it? Just and righteous 
God, give us justice and righteousness. 
 So where else would we expect to find you but in an ordinary place 
with faithful people, turning the world to your purpose through them.  O God, 
bring us to that manger and then take us the other way home, the way of 
wisdom, justice, and true rejoicing.  Amen. 

The Hebrew Scripture                      Isaiah 60:1-6                                  The Message 
 

The Anthem                         On This Day Earth Shall Ring        arr. Anna Laura Page                
                                                      Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director           
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us             The 2018 Magi Rap       
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go.     

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)           What Child Is This                                           # 162  
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                  
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                             New Zealand Book of Prayer 
    Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
  source of all that is and that shall be, 
    Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
    The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe. 
    The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth. 
    May your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
    May your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
  sustain our hope and come on earth. 
    With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
    In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
    In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
    From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
    For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Congregational Response           Confitemini Domino           Taize Community 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)     
How then shall we respond to the Mystery that is come among us? 

With willingness for change.  With patience in long waiting. 
With silence and with singing. 

With the ability to see the Mystery in the least likely 
of our brothers and sisters.  With the joy of sharing.  Amen.                                 

 

The Offering and The Offertory    What Star is this, with Beams so Bright?      
                                                                       by Vicki Collinsworth; Mark Baker, piano       

* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 124 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
 

The Gospel Lesson                          Matthew 2:1-12      Stefanie Egenhofer, Liturgist      
The Sermon                                The Other Way Home                  Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Parting Hymn                       As with Gladness                                          # 173 
* The Benediction                                                                                    
* The Choral Benediction (unison)                                                                      # 163 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all! 

 

* The Postlude                              Only King Forever                             Steven Furtick 
                                                                                                          Mark Baker, piano 

                          

January Plate Offering 
 

Marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
 

Your weekly/monthly/annual 
commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

ORONO COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

Time to peruse the seed catalogs! 
Dr. John Jemison launched the Orono 
Community Garden in 2004 while teaching 
a class in sustainability at the University of 
Maine. As part of their 24-hour service 
requirement, students could help with the 
garden Jemison created that year. 
Enormous community support has helped 
to keep the Community Garden project 
going, with particular generosity in recent 
years from our own Church of Universal 
Fellowship. 
 

The most unique aspect of the Orono 
Community Garden is the multi-layered 
benefits it achieves in health and 
education. Students and volunteers learn 
about sustainable and organic gardening 
techniques while they work with Jemison 
in the 50 or so garden beds throughout the 
growing season.  
 

The over 50 low-income seniors who are 
the recipients of the garden’s produce 
have the ability to eat more healthfully, but 
they also benefit from the personal 
connection of the weekly home delivery. 

 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge or Community Garden 
 

Please put your name on envelopes. 
Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors.             

December Benevolence Giving: 
 

Cever School $623 
 

 
Thank You! 


