
Any fool can know. The point is to understand.                                              Albert Einstein, 20th c. 	
 

…I would like to beg you…as well as I can, to have patience with everything unresolved in your 
heart and to try to love the questions themselves as if they were locked rooms or books written in 
a very foreign language. Don’t search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, 
because you would not be able to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live the questions 
now. Perhaps then, someday far in the future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your 
way into the answer.                                         Rainer Maria Rilke, Letters to a Young Poet, 20th c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                          O Come All Ye Faithful           arr. Anna Laura Page 
                                   Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director             
The Centering Silence  
Lighting the Candle of Common Good                                             Sarah Marx                                     
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the 
common good.  We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening 
and learning are sacred duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of 
others.  May we be attentive to seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing 
and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                            The CUF Worship Team 
                                  

The Introit                     Angels from the Realms of Glory              Henry T. Smart 
                                                         CUF Middle Ringers; Rachel Dobbs, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn             Joy to the World                                           # 143   
 

* The Call to Worship 
Leader:   We are a people surrounded by gifts. 
People: As we journey through Christmas, we thank you, O God,  

for the often-unrecognized gifts: 
Leader:  A good education-- 
People: we thank you for knowledge. 
Leader: A roof over our heads-- 
People: we thank you for shelter. 
Leader: Speaking up for somebody-- 
People: we thank you for courage. 
Leader: Someone to turn to when things get rough-- 
People:  we thank you for friends. 
Leader:  A smile-- 
People:  we thank you for gladness. 
Leader: A kiss goodnight-- 
People:  we thank you for love. 
Leader:  Thank you for the unseen gifts, O God-- 
People: may we savor the small utopias and live in the big.  Amen. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)   
Eternal God, Ruler of all worlds and Shepherd of the stars, whose glory is 
revealed in vastness and power, yet whose name is love; this is the season 
when we remember your gentleness, hidden in a mother’s hope and in the 
joy of a birth.  This is the time when we rekindle our belief that love is 
stronger than fear, peace is more enduring than enmity, and darkness will 
never overcome the light.  And so in this season of gifts, we offer you the 
joys, the hopes, and the dreams of our children.  We offer you our gifts of 
gratitude, and we make bold to believe that you have graced us with your 
presence, for we are gathered in your name, the name of Love.   Amen. 
 

The Anthem                            Carols of the Nativity              arr. Dan R. Edwards 
                                   Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director 

Time for the Child in Each of Us               
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go.     

~ ~ ~ ~ 
The Prayer Hymn (seated)          ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime                   # 166                      
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                             New Zealand Book of Prayer 
 Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
  source of all that is and that shall be, 
 Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
 The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe. 
 The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth. 
 May your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
 May your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
  sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
 In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response           Confitemini Domino           Taize Community 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)     
How then shall we respond to the Mystery that is come among us? 

With willingness for change.  With patience in long waiting. 
With silence and with singing. 

With the ability to see the Mystery in the least likely 
of our brothers and sisters.  With the joy of sharing.  Amen.                                 

 

The Offering and The Offertory          Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine               Martin   

         

* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 124 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
 

True North Theater      Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (excerpt)     Tennessee Williams, 1955 
                                                   Tyler Costigan as Brick, Tellis Coolong as Big Daddy 
 

The Gospel Lesson                           Luke 2:41-52                  Alma Homola, Liturgist      
 

The Sermon                                      Time to Think                         Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Parting Hymn                There’s a Song in the Air                                      # 159            
 

* The Benediction                                                                                    
 

* The Choral Benediction (unison)                                                                      # 163 
Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
 

* The Postlude                               O Sanctissima                                                 Carr 

            

December Plate Offering 
 

Marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
Your weekly/monthly/annual 

commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 

CEVER SCHOOL, HONDURAS 
 

Our CUF youth have traditionally chosen our 
benevolence giving recipient for the month of 
December.  This year, they have chosen 
Cever, a school in Yoro, Honduras.  Cever 
serves students between the ages of 12-24 
who enroll to study in the technical areas of 
auto-mechanics, welding, industrial 
mechanics, sewing and woodworking, and 
have the option of pursuing basic educational 
courses.  CEVER is a transformational place, 
where Honduran youth are empowered to get 
some of the few well-paying jobs in 
Honduras.   Our donations support the 
CEVER School financially, spiritually, and 
emotionally.   
 
You can also support the CEVER school by 
purchasing Honduras Partnership coffee!  This 
is Organic Fair Trade Maine-
Roasted…DELICIOUS coffee! …and for a 
great cause!  When you purchase a 12 oz bag 
of Honduras Partnership coffee, $2 will go to 
the CEVER vocational school in Yoro, 
Honduras.  The coffee is from Fair Trade and 
Organic certified small farms in Honduras, so 
the growers benefit from your purchase as 
they receive a fair price for their coffee.  Visit 
the website of Wicked Joe’s Coffee (Topsham, 
Maine), to order your Honduras Partnership 
Coffee today:  www.wickedjoe.com 
 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge or Cever 
Please put your name on envelopes. 
Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors. 

            
Christmas Eve Offerings 

Cever School $451.00 
           Open Doors           $442.00 

 

Thank You! 
 


