
Contentment is never an easy lesson, particularly when we have the means to attain what we wish, 
but it is a crucial fruit of repentance, for it reveals a steadfast trust in God and God's work and will. 
                  Mariam J. Kamell, University of St. Andrews, St. Andrews, Fife, United Kingdom, 21st c. 
 
Whose message is strong enough to lead us to the repentance to which we are called?  Not the 
church's, for it is too much a snake pit.  Not our own insight, for we are as needy as anyone in the 
crowd--hoarding coats and food when others are in need.  We are as the tax collectors--dependent 
upon unjust structures for our livelihood.  We are as the occupying army--caught in a culture of 
exploitation and violence.   
                     Wesley D. Avram, Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, 21st c. 
 
A baby is God's opinion that the world should go on.                                    Carl Sandburg, 20th c. 

 
Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 

The Prelude   O Thou that Tellest Good Tidings to Zion     from Messiah, Handel 
                                                                              Gwendelyn Hill, mezzo-soprano 
 
The Centering Silence  
 

Lighting the Candle of Common Good                                 Stefanie Egenhofer       
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the 
common good.  We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening 
and learning are sacred duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of 
others.  May we be attentive to seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing 
and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                            The CUF Worship Team 
                                  

The Introit                O Come, Thou Day-spring, Come and Cheer 
 
* The Gathering Hymn             People Look East                                         # 142 
 

* The Call to Worship                                                Rachel G. Hackenberg (alt.) 
 L:  The day will surely come. 
 P:  Steadfast God, hold us in the meantime 
            that we might not fear the long night. 
 L:  The time will surely arrive. 
 P:  Faithful God, give us signs while we wait 
            until every speck of star and dust is a revelation. 
 L:  The promise will surely be fulfilled. 
 P:  Eternal God, plant the seeds within us 
            even if we should perish before they bear fruit.  Amen.                                                
 

The Gathering Prayer  (unison)                                                                                                                                                               
Silent Word, Creative Act, Hidden Truth, Revealed Love: we wait for you.  To 
be precise, we are impatient for you to come and set things right.  We are 
insecure with our world, fearful of crime, of war, of violence, and anxious 
about ourselves.  We often turn away from your guidance and wish you 
would act according to our plans.  Give us time to pause and consider that 
you are waiting for us—waiting for our genuine acts of contrition; waiting for 
us to repent and change; waiting for us to listen and respond with a burning 
passion to your truth, your justice, your mercy.  Grant us humble hearts and 
willing spirits to receive you as you come to us through all the experiences 
of our lives, not only those of beauty and kindness, but also those that reflect 
brokenness and hurt.  Healing is always a time of blessing.  Amen. 
 

The Hebrew Scripture             Isaiah 40:1-5, 9                                               # 123 
 

The Advent Wreath              The Candle of Joy            Ed Brazee and Connie Carter 
Ed and Connie: Will you come into our world, God?  Will you come with joy?  For we 
have too much seriousness, not enough laughter; too many expectations, not enough 
celebration; too many words, too little singing. 
 

The People:   O come, O come, Emmanuel.  Bring joy.   
   Bring joy when you come! 
 

The Advent Hymn (seated)                  One Candle Is Lit                     # 128 (verse 3)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
   Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, 
   join angels in dancing from heaven to earth. 
   Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 
   One candle is lit for the joy of these days.  
 

The Anthem                              Every Valley                                       John Ness Beck 
 

Moments of Goodness                                                      Young Adults With Pizzazz 
Jasper McGill     Emily Feher    Katie King 

 

Time for the Child in Each of Us               
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
     

~ ~ ~ ~ 
The Prayer Hymn (seated)               Comfort, Comfort You My People               # 122              
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                             New Zealand Book of Prayer 
 Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,  
  source of all that is and that shall be, 
 Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
 The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe. 
 The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth. 
 May your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
 May your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
  sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
 In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response                                                        Taize Community                                                                 
Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire 

that never dies away, never dies away. 
Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire 

that never dies away, never dies away. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                     
In this Advent season, when the past has fled, unasked, away 

and there is nothing left to do but wait, 
empower our lives, O God, to be filled with love, 

so that in loving others, we bear witness to your love for us. Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory         How Brightly Beams the Morning Star   
                                                                                                          Nicolai, arr. Wilson      
              

            

December Plate Offering 
 

Marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
Your weekly/monthly/annual 

commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 

CEVER SCHOOL, HONDURAS 
 

Our CUF youth have traditionally chosen our 
benevolence giving recipient for the month of 
December.  This year, they have chosen 
Cever, a school in Yoro, Honduras.  Cever 
serves students between the ages of 12-24 
who enroll to study in the technical areas of 
auto-mechanics, welding, industrial 
mechanics, sewing and woodworking, and 
have the option of pursuing basic educational 
courses.  CEVER is a transformational place, 
where Honduran youth are empowered to get 
some of the few well-paying jobs in 
Honduras.   Our donations support the 
CEVER School financially, spiritually, and 
emotionally.   
 
You can also support the CEVER school by 
purchasing Honduras Partnership coffee!  This 
is Organic Fair Trade Maine-
Roasted…DELICIOUS coffee! …and for a 
great cause!  When you purchase a 12 oz bag 
of Honduras Partnership coffee, $2 will go to 
the CEVER vocational school in Yoro, 
Honduras.  The coffee is from Fair Trade and 
Organic certified small farms in Honduras, so 
the growers benefit from your purchase as 
they receive a fair price for their coffee.  Visit 
the website of Wicked Joe’s Coffee (Topsham, 
Maine), to order your Honduras Partnership 
Coffee today:  www.wickedjoe.com 
 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge or Cever 
Please put your name on envelopes. 

 

Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors. 
                    

October/November Benevolences: 
Backpack Program             $150.00 
Indian Island Food Pantry   $165.00 
Thanksgiving Baskets         $498.00 


