
 
The Gathering Prayer        
                             Against the Background of the Year   
                                                                                                   Howard Thurman, adapted 
 

L:  O God, another Christmas has moved within our sight, and our minds 
linger over the many moments that stand stark against the background of 
the year gone by. 
 
P:  Moments of decision, when all that we were seemed to hang in 
the balance, waiting for a gentle nudging of your Spirit to break the tie 
and send us on with a new direction, a new desire, and a new way of 
life-- 
 
L:  Moments fear that filled our cup of anxiety to the brim, spilling over 
into the byways of our minds until there was no longer room even to know 
that we were afraid-- 
 
P:  Moments of sadness, brought on by the violent collapse or quiet 
sagging of a lifetime of dream-building upon which our hopes and 
aspirations rested in sure integrity-- 
 
L:  Moments of awareness, when our whole landscape was invaded by 
the glow of your Spirit, making dead things come to newness of life and old, 
accepted ways turn into radiant shafts of beautiful light-- 
 
P:  Moments of joy mingled with the routine round of daily living, 
when all our inward parts clapped their hands, and a new song was 
born in our hearts-- 
 
L:  Moments of peace amid the noisy clang of many conflicts within and 
without-- 
 
P:  Moments of reassurance, when we discovered that our 
searching anxieties were groundless, without foundation-- 
 
L:  Moments of reconciliation, made possible by a deeper understanding 
and a greater wisdom-- 
 
P:  Moments of renewal, without which life would have been utterly 
impossible and for us this day there would be no Christmas and no 
day-- 
 
L:  Moments of praise and thanksgiving when, in one grand sweep, the 
sheer wonder and beauty of living overwhelmed us— 
 
All:  O God, another Christmas has moved within our sight, and our 
minds linger over many moments that stand stark against the 
background of the year.  Be with us now as we share this time of 
worship together.  Amen. 
 
 

 



 
The Church of Universal Fellowship welcomes your presence and 
participation in worship and in all of our services, programs, and 
events.  We value our diversity and especially appreciate peoples’ 
faithfulness in prayers, presence, gifts, and service.  Joining this 
church is significant.  Our church is run “congregationally”.  CUF 
membership means you can vote.  As our congregation takes a stand 
on many current issues and creates our annual budget and elects our 
officers, YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT!   
 
Twice during the year, our church extends an invitation to formal 
membership.  If you desire at this time to become a formal member of 
our faith community, and we sincerely hope you do, here are two dates 
to remember. 
 

 

 

“Info-Coffee”  
NEXT Sunday, December 16, 2018  at 9:00 am   

The Mackenzie Room (upstairs at the end of the hall) 
 

Together with our Minister, representatives from the 
Trustees and Deacons will be available to talk with you and 
to answer any questions you may have.  Children welcome! 

 

Although it is not necessary to attend an “Info-Coffee” in order to join the 
church, we do hope you will take advantage of this time to get better 
acquainted with us.   

 
 

The Reception of New Members 
Christmas Sunday, December 23, 2018 

 

10:00 AM in our Sunday Morning Worship Service 
 

Know that CUF always welcomes your presence among us and would look 
forward to welcoming you formally on December 23.   If it is your desire to 
join the church at this time, please call the church office at 866-3655 and let 
us know?  
 
If you have any questions whatsoever about the process of membership, 
membership transfer, or dual membership with another church, or if you 
would like to meet with Reverend Grenfell individually, again please call the 
church office at 866-3655.  Thank you. 


