
I’ve seen the nations rise and fall 
I’ve heard their stories, heard them all 
But love’s the only engine of survival.                             from The Future, Leonard Cohen, d. 2016                                                                                                          
 
It is no accident that we've been born in these times, that we find our lives unfolding now, with our 
particular histories and gifts, our brokenness, our experience, and our wisdom. It is not an accident. 
In talking about the fate of the earth, we know that its fate is really up for grabs. There are no 
guarantees as to its future. It is a question of our own critical choices. Perhaps what we need most 
is a transforming vision, a vision that's deep enough, one that can take us from where we are to a 
new place; one that opens the future up to hope. More than anything, we must become people of 
hope.                  Miriam Therese MacGillis, Dominican Sister, Global Education Associates, 21st c. 
 
Prayer grows in us not because of the technique or discipline in which we pray; it grows because 
of our willingness to open ourselves again and again, in times of darkness as well as in times of 
enlightenment, to the One who continues to love the world into being.          Mark Yaconelli, 21st c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 
Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Prelude                                Thanksgiving                             George Winston 
                                                                    
The Centering Silence  
 
Lighting the Candle of Common Good                            Ruby and Greg Beane           
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the 
common good.  We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  
Listening and learning are sacred duties in considering the spiritual, social and 
relational needs of others.  May we be attentive to seeing and discerning what the 
presence of God is doing and to follow it and add to it without fear.  

                                      The CUF Worship Team 
 
The Introit                                    Day by Day                            Stephen Schwartz 
 
* The Gathering Hymn             Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven              # 23      
 
* The Call to Worship                 Hildegard of Bingen, 12th c. Benedictine Abbess 
L: Holy Spirit making life alive, 
P: moving in all things, root of all created being, 
L: cleansing the cosmos of every impurity, 
P: effacing guilt, anointing wounds. 
L: You are lustrous and praiseworthy life, 
P: you waken and re-awaken everything that is.               
 
The Gathering Prayer                                                  World Council of Churches 
Eternal God whose image lies in the hearts of all people, we live among 
peoples whose ways are different from ours, whose faiths are foreign to us, 
and whose tongues we do not understand.  Help us to remember that you 
love all people with your great love, that all religion is an attempt to respond 
to you, and that the yearnings of other hearts are much like our own and are 
known to you.  Help us to recognize you in the words of truth, the things of 
beauty, and the actions of love about us.  We pray through the mystery of 
Christ, who is a stranger to no one land more than another, and to every land 
no less than to another.  Amen. 

The Anthem                   Sing and Be Joyful               Jane Foster Knox; Mark Wilson                  
 
Time for the Child in Each of Us               
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

     
The Prayer Hymn (seated)           All My Hope on God Is Founded                       # 88                  
 
The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer                  
 
The Lord’s Prayer (unison)            Parker J. Palmer, American, Center for Courage & Renewal 
  

 Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name.  
 We pray for your reign of peace to come,  
     we pray that your good will be done, let heaven and earth become one.  
 Give us this day the bread we need, give it to those who have none.  
 Let forgiveness flow like a river among us, from each one to each one.  
 Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days. 
 Come swiftly Mother, Father, come.   For yours is the power and the 
 glory and the mercy.  Forever your name is All in One.   Amen. 
 
The Congregational Response                                                                           # 306 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.  Amen. 

 
The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                    Karl Barth, 20th c. 
  Grace always demands the answer of gratitude. 
  Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. 
  Grace evokes gratitude like the voice of an echo. 
  Gratitude follows grace like thunder follows lightning.                
 
The Offering and The Offertory                  Winter Scene                   Rob Roy Peery 
 
* The Doxology                                                                                                      # 49 

From all that dwell below the skies  
let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, in every tongue. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 
The Gospel Reading                            Mark 13:1-8                 Connie Carter, Liturgist 
 
The Sermon                                  Appearances Deceive                Reverend Grenfell 

                                                                                                
* The Parting Hymn                           God of Our Life                                          # 713    
              
* The Benediction  
 
*The Choral Benediction                                                                                       # 18 

Proclaim again that God is good, whose mercy is forever sure, 
whose truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 

 
* The Postlude           Now Let All the Heavens Now Adore Thee            Benton Price 
     

 
 

 
 

November Plate Offering 
 

Marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

The CUF Social Justice Team annually 
delivers Thanksgiving Baskets to needy 
families in our area. This year, on the 
afternoon of Sunday, November 18th, 4 
Thanksgiving Baskets and 4 Fruit Baskets 
were delivered and 2 Grocery Gift Cards 
were mailed. 
The Baskets included a Thanksgiving 
dinner and were supplemented with extra 
food. Thank you for bringing food 
donations to church last Sunday! 
 
There is still time to participate.  Each year, 
our November Plate Offerings cover the 
cost of these Thanksgiving Baskets. 
Please place your donations of checks or 
cash in envelopes marked “Baskets” in the 
Offering Plate. 
 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 
 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge  
or 

Baskets 
Please put your name on envelopes. 

 

Unmarked donations will go to Open Doors. 
 

 


