
Self-sacrifice for a disciple of Jesus Christ must be in the service of something higher than the 
self.  The promise of the gospel is that in the sacrifice of self for others, not only will a higher and 
better self emerge, but the reign of God will continue to unfold.  Self-sacrifice thus does not mean 
self-mutilation or self-extinction; we are not called to disappear.  Vanity and ambition are vices, but 
so are timidity and sloth.            James L. Thompson, Presbyterian College, South Carolina, 21st c. 
 

The way of the cross, Jesus affirms, is the way of resistance to the Domination System, which is 
characterized by power exercised over others, by control of others, by ranking as the primary 
principle of social organization, by hierarchies of dominant and subordinate, winners and losers, 
insiders and outsiders, honored and shamed. 
                                                    Charles L. Campbell, Duke Divinity School, North Carolina; 21st c. 
 

Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to 
serve. You don't have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love.                                                        Martin Luther King, Jr., 20th c. 
 

Only those who face their wounded condition can be available for healing and so enter a new way 
of living.                                                                             Henri Nouwen, The Living Reminder, 1977 
 

Never forget that justice is what love looks like in public.                                    Cornel West, 21st c.               
 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                    All Beautiful the March of Days                        arr. Smith 
                  

The Centering Silence  
 

Lighting the Candle of Common Good                        Will and Elizabeth Hunter 
Our church is part of a worldwide community seeking to articulate and reaffirm the 
common good.  We know the Holy Spirit is acting to create this kind of world.  Listening 
and learning are sacred duties in considering the spiritual, social and relational needs of 
others.  May we be attentive to seeing and discerning what the presence of God is doing 
and to follow it and add to it without fear.                                       The CUF Worship Team 
 
 

The Introit                               God Be in My Head                              D.G. Mason      
 

* The Gathering Hymn     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                             # 25       
 

* The Call to Worship                                          Mechthild of Magdeburg, 13th c.                 
 L:  O burning Mountain,  
 P:  O chosen Sun, 
 L:  O perfect Moon,  
 P:  O fathomless Well, 
 L:  O unattainable Height,  
 P:  O Clearness beyond measure, 
 L:  O Wisdom without end,  
 P:  O Mercy without limit, 
 L:  O Strength beyond resistance,  
 P:  O Crown beyond all majesty, 
            The humblest thing you created sings your praise. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                              
O God, you sowed the seeds of justice when you created this world. Though 
your bountiful creation has enough for everyone, it is hardly divided fairly. 
There are those who struggle to get their daily bread each day and then there 
are those who have more than they can use in their lifetime. May we 
remember that all we have comes from you, that you have entrusted 
everything to us.  May we understand your commandments and do as Jesus 
asks of us.  Grant that we, O God, use this hour to take to heart your words 
and commit to the work that will end the disparity in which we all live. Amen. 

The Hebrew Scripture                   Psalm 104:1-13                                               # 754 
 
 

The Anthem        How Can I Keep from Singing?         arr. Sally DeFord, James Loynes               
 
Time for the Child in Each of Us                                       
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace      #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

     

The Prayer Hymn (seated)               Jesu, Jesu                                                   # 600 
The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer (unison)                               Jean Crane, St. Timothy’s Parish, UK 

Our Father who dwells within—All in All, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 

Wholeness is your name. 
Your kingdom is here and now. 
Give us this day our daily bread 

and help us let go of all grievances 
as we extend our love to others. 

Lead us not into illusions of separation 
as you help us transcend our ego thoughts. 

Surround us with your healing light 
for you are eternal truth and love. 

Forever.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response            Confitemini Domino            Taize Community   
        Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-ia! 
    
The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                  J.P.Newell (adapt.) 

O God of Generosity, we can hoard the gifts with which you bless us 
or we can share them with others.  May what we offer in these moments 

be the very blessing, the very hope, the very peace that others need.  Amen.                              
 

The Offering and The Offertory             Siciliana                                            Walond 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                            # 715, vs 3 
All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other. 
the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.       

 
 

The Stewardship Message                 Community                   Kathy Barry, Treasurer 
                                                           Brian McGill, President, Board of Trustees 
 

The Gospel Reading                  Mark 10:32-45                         Tricia Griffith, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                       Ambition, Vanity and Irony                     Reverend Grenfell 
                                                                                                

* The Parting Hymn           O God of Earth and Altar                                           # 724 
 
* The Benediction  
 

*The Choral Benediction                                                            UBI CARITAS  # 523 
Live in charity and steadfast love, 

live in charity: God will dwell with you. 
 

* The Postlude                      Voluntary in G major                                              Heron                         

Today’s Plate Offering 
marked gifts (check or envelope) 

 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

ORONO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 BACKPACK PROGRAM 

This program provides non-perishable 
food items to families identified as being in 
need by the school nurse, the guidance 
counselor and teachers. Teachers add the 
food to children’s backpacks every Friday 
while the children are engaged in activities 
outside the classroom. In this way, the 
food aid remains completely confidential to 
everyone except the staff involved in 
distributing the food. Organized by CUF’s 
Social Justice Team, shopping and school 
delivery occurs monthly and the food is 
discretely distributed. This program also 
relies on financial support from Orono 
Health Association, the Orono-Old Town 
Kiwanis, anonymous donations and our 
congregation’s marked offerings. Thank 
you! 
 

INDIAN ISLAND FOOD PANTRY 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

This program is also supported by CUF’s 
Social Justice Team with the goal of 
addressing food insecurity on Indian 
Island.  Each week, the 8th grade students 
prepare bags of groceries from this Food 
Pantry in their school.  All Indian Island 
residents are eligible for this food.   

 

Unmarked Gifts 
OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open to 
promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, non-
profit groups use our beautiful facility.  
Relationships are formed, plans are made, lessons 
are learned, and community is built and nourished 
with love and laughter.  CUF considers the cost of 
our open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old Town 
community.  Won’t you help? 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 

Memo your check or mark your envelope: 
Pledge or  

Orono Backpack or Indian Island 
 

Please put your name on envelopes! 
 


