
We come to the days of balance, half day half night, a time of transition.  It is a time to celebrate 
the harvest and our accomplishments.  But with the shortening days, as we move in the Solstice, 
we recognize it is time to move inward and do interior work, both physically and mentally.  The 
darkness and shortness of days are friends to be embraced for they allow us to quiet the mind, to 
find our own wisdom, reflect, and learn to find balance. 
                                     Laurie Cartier, Administration, Sociology Dept., University of Maine, 21st c. 
  

[Can humankind] survive as humans without worshipping.  To withhold acknowledgment, to avoid 
celebration, to stifle gratitude, may prove as unnatural as holding one’s breath.              
                                                  John Burkhart, McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago; d.2010                                                                                
 

The purpose and end of human existence is gratitude and doxology not because of who human 
beings are, but because of who God is.  The God before whom humans live is a splendor beyond 
human comprehension, to whom humans respond appropriately only in adoration and praise.                                                      
                                                                    George Stroup, Columbia Theological Seminary, 21st c. 
 

I noticed how the humblest and at the same time most balanced minds praised most: while the 
cranks, misfits, and malcontents praised least.  Praise almost seems to be inner health made 
audible.                                                                 C.S. Lewis, British writer and theologian, d. 1963 
 

The grace of God means something like: Here is your life.  You might never have been, but you 
are because the party wouldn't have been complete without you.  Here is the world.  Beautiful and 
terrible things will happen.  Don't be afraid.  I am with you.  Nothing can ever separate us.  It's for 
you I created the universe.  I love you.  There's only one catch.  Like any other gift, the gift of grace 
can be yours only if you'll reach out and take it.  Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift 
too.                                                       Frederick Buechner, American writer and theologian, 21st c.                                                                               
     

I distrust those people who know so well what God wants them to do, because I notice it always 
coincides with their own desires.         Susan B. Anthony, American women’s rights activist, d. 1906 

 
 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude               Our Blessings Come in Many Ways 
                                                                        composed and sung by Bob Turner  
The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                    Come, Christians, Join to Sing    arr. Frances L. Callahan 
                                   Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director            
 

* The Gathering Hymn           Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                  # 66  
 

* The Call to Worship  
L: As we gather this morning, we remember our sisters and brothers 
P: from above and below the equator, 
L: from the North and from Down Under, 
P: from every time zone around the globe. 
L: As today’s sunlight inches across land and sea, 
P: Christians everywhere gather to celebrate their place in God’s family. 
L: All are invited and welcome to come to this place to meet the living God, 
P:   a love indescribable and beyond our imagining 
      yet within and closer than our own breathing. 
L:   Come to this place to find the life-giving Spirit, 
P:  interpreting our search for truth and justice. 
L:   Come to meet, come to find, come to hold. 
P:  Come to worship and to be renewed. 
  

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                  Janet Morley, England 
O Eternal Wisdom, who laid the foundations of the earth, and breathed life 
into every creature, creating us in our variety to cherish your world and seek 
your face, we praise you and give you thanks for your abundant and 

continuing love towards this planet which we violate with destruction and greed 
and towards humankind which we violate with injustice, one to another. 
We join with those whose voices have been silenced, with those who call for 
freedom, with those whose harvest celebrations sing through hardship and 
labor and love, and with those who have walked away, abandoning all hope in 
their homeland.   We cry with all who turn to you for that new creation when the 
morning stars shall sing together, and all the children of God shall shout for joy.  
We continue to praise you, saying: Holy, Holy, Holy, All-creative God, Heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  Amen! 
 

The Anthem                             Bread of the World                                Jason W. Krug                   
                                          Bodwell Memorial Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director            
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us      
                                             Sarah Marx, Director; CUF Children and Youth Ministries                                      
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace      #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

     

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                  J.P.Newell (adapt.) 
O God of Generosity, we can hoard the gifts with which you bless us 

or we can share them with others.  May what we offer in these moments 
be the very blessing, the very hope, the very peace that others need.  Amen.                              

 

The Offering and The Offertory     Remember   composed and sung by Bob Turner  
 

* The Doxology                                                                                            # 715, vs 3 
All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other. 
the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.       

 

The Gospel Reading                   Matthew 26:17-30   
The Message                                   Sustenance                              Reverend Grenfell                                                                                                 

The Hymn of Preparation  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying   #305 (three times) 
 

                          The Sacrament of Holy Communion                    Insert 
The Blessing 
Leader:  And now we have been at your Table, O God, and now all hurtful words are 
silenced, and now all pain is left behind.  We are surrounded with hope and grace.  We 
will join our hearts and voices with our sisters and brothers and forever sing of your 
glory, God in Community, Holy in One.  We go forth as a blessed people. 
People: We will go to be a blessing in the world. 
Leader: We are the face of the Mystery. 
People: We will go to be love and compassion to all. 
Leader: We are the family of God. 
People: We will go to serve our sisters and brothers  

wherever we may find them.  Amen. 
 

* The Parting Hymn              Let the Whole Creation Cry                                      # 21 
 

* The Benediction  
 

*The Choral Benediction                                                                                     # 523 
Live in charity and steadfast love, 

live in charity;  God will dwell with you. 
 

* The Postlude                            Fugue in D major                                              Selby 

  Today’s Plate Offering 
marked gifts (check or envelope) 

 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

ORONO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 BACKPACK PROGRAM 

This program provides non-perishable 
food items to families identified as being in 
need by the school nurse, the guidance 
counselor and teachers. Teachers add the 
food to children’s backpacks every Friday 
while the children are engaged in activities 
outside the classroom. In this way, the 
food aid remains completely confidential to 
everyone except the staff involved in 
distributing the food. Organized by CUF’s 
Social Justice Team, shopping and school 
delivery occurs monthly and the food is 
discretely. This program also relies on 
financial support from Orono Health 
Association, the Orono-Old Town Kiwanis, 
anonymous donations and our 
congregation’s marked offerings. Thank 
you! 
 

INDIAN ISLAND FOOD PANTRY 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

This program is also supported by CUF’s 
Social Justice Team with the goal of 
addressing food insecurity on Indian 
Island.  Each week, the 8th grade students 
prepare bags of groceries from this Food 
Pantry in their school.  All Indian Island 
residents are eligible for this food.   

 
Unmarked Gifts 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open to 
promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, non-
profit groups use our beautiful facility.  
Relationships are formed, plans are made, lessons 
are learned, and community is built and nourished 
with love and laughter.  CUF considers the cost of 
our open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old Town 
community.  Won’t you help? 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 

Memo your check or mark your envelope: 
Pledge or  

Orono Backpack or Indian Island 
 

Please put your name on envelopes! 


