
Archbishop Desmond Tutu defines ubuntu, the concept of being connected to one another: 
"It is to say "My humanity is caught up, is inextricably bound up, in yours."  We belong in a bundle 
of life.  We say, “A person is a person through other persons."  It is not, "I think, therefore I am."   It 
is rather, "I am human because I belong. I participate. I share."  A person with ubuntu is open and 
available to others, affirming of others . . . for he or she has a proper self-assurance that comes 
from knowing that he or she belongs in a greater whole and is diminished when others are 
humiliated or diminished, . . . or treated as if they were less than they are. 
                                                                      Desmond Tutu, No Future Without Forgiveness, 1999 
 

All that is gold does not glitter, not all those who wander are lost. 
The old that is strong does not wither, deep roots are not reached by the frost. 
From the ashes a fire shall be woken, a light from the shadows shall spring. 
Renewed shall be blade that was broken, the crownless again shall be king. 
                                                           Bilbo Baggins in The Lord of the Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien, 1956 
 

I conceive of my own life as a journey toward something I do not understand, which, in the going 
toward, makes me better.               James Baldwin, American novelist and social critic, 1924-1987        
 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                          How Firm a Foundation                             arr. Smith 
 

The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                                      Simple Gifts                          arr. Peter Amidon                                                               
 

* The Gathering Hymn  God of Grace and God of Glory                              # 464    
 
 

* The Call to Worship  
L:   On this day and in days to come, we must remember that God continues 

to restate the proclamation of renewal, to offer again a new beginning. 
P: On this day and in days to come, we must abide in faith and hope 

and a strong willingness to go on.  
L:  Abilities faded and forgotten are channeled toward new creativity—this is 

the presence of God. 
P: Friendships once killed by frosty misunderstandings bloom again in 

warm reconciliation—this is the presence of God. 
L: Hopes glimmering and gone are rekindled by expressions of caring— this 

is the presence of God. 
P: Faith, dulled by lack of exercise, again rises to God’s everyday 

rhythms—this is the presence of God. 
   Come, let us worship the God whose resurrecting power renews us 
 again and again to be open to the presence of grace in our lives. 
 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison) 
God of all goodness, your will is that peace should shine upon all people 
everywhere.  Guide the efforts of humankind to bring peace and justice to 
the nations of the earth, to rulers of the earth, and to all who work for peace 
and justice. 
Inspire those who come together in search of this peace to change the hearts 
of all people so that we shall all strive together for: 

peace and not war, 
the common good, rather than individual well-being, 

your justice, instead of our own glory. 
Enable us to share the peace you have given us with all those around us, 
that all the world may know harmony, that we may live with dignity as 
brothers and sisters, and that all may rejoice in your presence.  Amen. 

The Anthem                              I Will Arise             arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw     
 
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us      
                                             Sarah Marx, Director; CUF Children and Youth Ministries                                      
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace      #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)            O God of Love, O Power of Peace                # 676 
The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer (unison)                                                                      timeandreason.net 
     Breath of Life, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
     your presence fills all of Creation. 
     May justice and mercy reign, in our lives and in our world. 
     Today may our bellies be full, our hearts warm, and our fellowship open. 
     May we reconcile with the people we’ve hurt, 
     just as we reconcile with the people who’ve hurt us. 
     Lead us not into a time of trial, but deliver us from evil. 
     For wherever grace and community abide, there you are with us. 
     We are not alone.  Blessed be!  Amen! 
 

The Congregational Response           O Lord, hear my prayer       Taize Community 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
     The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
     

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                  J.P.Newell (adapt.) 
O God, we are grateful for the gift of this day and for the gift of this moment. 

Help us to be attentive 
to all the sacred hopes and longings that have never before happened, 

to visions of earth’s peace and prosperity, 
and to all opportunities to share in being a part 

of all that is bound together in your name.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory            The Light of the World is Jesus             Miles 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                                      # 21 
             Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!   

 Glory be to God on high! Alleluia!      
 Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia!  
 Night and stars in God rejoice, Alleluia! 

 

The Gospel Reading                      Mark 8:27-38                         Paul Harris, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                                    Big Theology                             Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Choral Benediction (unison)                                                                      # 677 
Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 
 

ALL CHURCH FIRE DRILL 
                                 with the Postlude:  It Only Takes a Spark!        
                                 

Please return to church for Coffee Hour 
AND #noon upstairs to hear all about our Kids’ Summer Adventures!                    

Today’s Plate Offering 
 
 

marked gifts (check or envelope) 
 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

WILSON CENTER 
 
The Wilson Center is the only independent, 
progressive religious and spiritual voice on the 
UMaine campus. The Center welcomes 
seekers, agnostics, questioners, atheists and 
traditional believers with programs of worship, 
study and service that work for social justice, 
honor diversity, and offer opportunities for 
spiritual growth. 

350.org 
 

Climate change isn’t a distant problem-it is 
here now. People all over the world are feeling 
the impacts. From island nations that are 
going underwater to indigenous lands being 
exploited for fossil fuel extraction. The fight 
against climate change is a fight for justice. 
350.org uses online campaigns, grassroots 
organizing, and mass public actions to oppose 
new coal, oil and gas projects, take money out 
of the companies that are heating up the 
planet, and build 100% clean energy solutions 
that work for all. The 350.org network extends 
to 188 countries. 

 

unmarked gifts 
 

OPEN DOORS: CUF’s mission to and for our 
community is to keep the church doors open to 
promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.  Many local, non-
profit groups use our beautiful facility—Girl 
Scouts, Orono Health Association, Euphony, 
Women of the World, Still Water Sangha, 
Operation Breaking Stereotypes--to name just a 
few!  Relationships are formed, plans are made, 
lessons are learned, and community is built and 
nourished with love and laughter.  CUF considers 
the cost of our open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old Town 
community.  Won’t you help? 
          

 
Please make checks payable to  

The Church of Universal Fellowship. 
Memo your check or mark your envelope: 

Pledge  or Wilson Center or 350.org 
Please put your name on envelopes! 

(unmarked gifts will support Open Doors) 
 


