
Prayer is not primarily saying words or thinking thoughts. It is, rather, a stance. It’s a way of living in the Presence.  
–Richard Rohr 
 

“When I marched in Selma, I felt my feet were praying.” 
 – Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

The Prelude          In Trutina-In the Balance from Carmina Burana                         Orff 
In my own wavering balance 

desire fluctuates with modesty. 
But I choose what I see, 

I bow my neck to the yoke 
for the burden is sweet after all, 

and so I take it upon me. 
                       Nancy Leavitt, mezzo-soprano; Dr. Laura Artesani, piano 

The Centering Silence 
 

* Prayer Through Song            Be Thou My Vision                                   # 595 
 

*The Call to Worship: Breath Prayer   
In Breath: Lord Jesus Christ or Spirit 
Out Breath: Have Mercy on Me or Draw Near 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                         From the New Zealand Prayer Book 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us: Bodily Prayer           Reverend Lauren Seganos Cohen 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)         Go Now In Peace                # 437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

   everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
Prayer Through Song        Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying                           # 305 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer: Intercessory Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere. 

Release a space to plant your presence here. 
Imagine your possibilities now. 

Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment’s bread and wisdom. 

Untie the knots of failure binding us, 
As we release the strands we hold of others’ faults. 

Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 

Amen. May our future actions grow from here! 
 

The Congregational Response          O Lord, hear my prayer                Taize Community 
   O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
   O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
   The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
   The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

Praying Through Our Gifts: Offering (unison)  
  Walk among us, God of Peace.  Help our church to find the joy that comes    
  through involvement and sharing, so that we participate in the changes   
  taking place in the world and are a part of making all persons free.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory             Sure On This Shining Night                             Barber   
                  Nancy Leavitt, mezzo-soprano; Dr. Laura Artesani, piano 
* The Doxology                                                                                                        Isaac Watts 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host,  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.    Amen. 

 



Praying Through Scripture             Romans 8:22-27 Reverend Lauren Seganos Cohen 
The Sermon                 Prayers, Sighs, and Groans  Reverend Lauren Seganos Cohen 
* Prayer Through Song               Standing in the Need of Prayer                                    # 579 
* The Benediction 
* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                                                    Gaelic Blessing 
May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun 
shine warm upon your face, the rains fall soft upon your fields, and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

* The Postlude                     Fanfare and Trumpeting                      Paxton 
 Dr. Laura Artesani, organ  

 

 

 

~ Today ~ 
Morning Worship:   10:00 am   The Sanctuary (Nursery, Sun. Sch.) 
Lemonade & Conversation: 11:00 am   The Gathering Place 
 

 

We welcome Reverend Lauren Seganos Cohen to our congregation today! 
Reverend Cohen is the Director of the Wilson Center. She has a passion for higher 
education and multi-faith engagement. Reverend Cohen earned a Master of Divinity at 
Andover Newton Theological School, where she was named a 2014-2015 Fellow in the 
Center for Inter-Religious and Communal Leadership Education. Reverend Cohen lives 
in Waterville with her husband and their puppy. 
CUF warmly welcomes Nancy R. Leavitt as our guest musician today! Nancy is a 
multi-talented artist. She holds degrees in both biology and art and has studied lettering and 
bookbinding in the United States and Great Britain. Since 1985 she has created over 100 
unique, contemporary illuminated manuscript books and 25 edition and collaborative books 
filled with lettering, poetry, and colorful painting. Her work is represented in public and private 
collections around the world. Nancy lives in Stillwater, Maine with her husband and their dog. 
 

Summer Plate Offering 
 

OUR MISSION WITHIN AND FOR OUR COMMUNITY (CUF Open Doors) 
Our church is committed to keeping its doors open to promote community-building 

activities and encourage positive relationships. 
Please make checks payable to the Church of Universal Fellowship.    

Please memo your check or mark your envelope Pledge  or  Open Doors 
 

 
CUF Office Hours in August: Monday and Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm 

 

 
 

The Church of Universal Fellowship 
. . . a house for all people 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - August 12, 2018 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

82 Main Street, Orono, Maine  207.866.3655  cufoffice@icloud.com 
www.churchofuniversalfellowship.org 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

Ministers Reverend Lauren Seganos Cohen 
and Members of the Congregation 

Ushers  Claude Westfall and Tricia Griffith 
Cover Art Black Eyed Susan  by Beverly Antonitis 
Altar Arrangement Rachel Dobbs 
Guest Musician Nancy Leavitt 
Hospitality Rachel Dobbs 
Sunday School Rachel Dobbs 
Summer Nursery Teacher Raechelle Edmiston-Cyr 
Offering Plate                                Kathy Barry and Brian McGill 


