
Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my border, and 
that your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me from hurt and harm. 

          1st Chronicles 4:9,10 
 

Suppose we have only dreamed or made up, all those things – trees and grass and sun and moon 
and stars and Aslan himself.  Suppose we have.  Then all I can say is that, in that case, the made-
up things seem a good deal more important than the real ones.  Suppose this black pit of a kingdom 
of yours is the only world.  Well, it strikes me as a pretty poor one.  And that's a funny thing, when 
you came to think of it.  We're just babies making up a game, if you're right.  But four babies playing 
a game can make a play-world which licks your real world hollow.  That's why I'm going to stand by 
the play-world.  I'm on Aslan's side even if there isn't any.  Aslan to lead it.  I'm going to live as like 
a Narnian as I can even if there isn't any Narnia.”        C.S. Lewis,  20th c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                             Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit               Schop, arr. Hildebrand 
                                                                                                      Laura Artesani, organ  

The Centering Silence 
 

* The Gathering Hymn             Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                   # 2 
 

* The Call to Worship 
L: Blessed are those who dare to stand up to authority when that authority violates God's 

law of love. 
P: Blessed are those who seek justice even when it flies in the face of popular 

opinion. 
L: Blessed are those who speak the truth even when it is the unpopular thing to do. 
P: Blessed are those who are peacemakers even when their friends choose to keep 

putting fuel to the fire.   
L: Blessed are those who give generously even when their own resources are limited.    
P: Blessed are those who love selflessly even when there would appear to be no 

personal gain or recognition.  Blessed are those who love God and demonstrate 
that love through  the way they treat all God's children.  

 

The Gathering Prayer  
Loving God, we come today into your house as children come to their loving parents.  
We seek your forgiveness where we have been selfish and unkind.  And we seek your 
acceptance and the assurance of your parental love.  Walk with us as we stand up for 
justice in a neighborhood that often condones unfairness.  Encourage us to be generous 
when we teeter on the edge of selfishness.  Give us the fortitude to be strong when we 
are tempted to satisfy our own wants rather than do what is best for the community.  
Help us remember this is your world, and that we are your children who need to let you 
lead us along paths of love and righteousness.    Amen 

 
Worship Music                                        Hope                Jason Robert Brown 

Chana Wingard, voice 
A Time for the Child in Each of Us  
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)         Go Now In Peace                # 437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

The Prayer Hymn                      Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise   # 66 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord's Prayer (unison)                                       trans. from Aramaic by Mark Berry, UK 
O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere.   

Release a space to plant your Presence here. 
Imagine your possibilities now.   

Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom. 

Untie the knots of failure binding us,  
as we release the strands we hold of others' faults. 

Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 

Amen.  May our future actions grow from here! 
 

The Congregational Response          O Lord, hear my prayer                      Taize Community 
   O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
   O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
   The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
   The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
   Walk among us, God of Peace.  Help our church to find the joy that comes    
   through involvement and sharing, so that we participate in the changes   
   taking place in the world and are a part of making all persons free.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory           Saint's Delight                        Early American tune 
                                                                                                      Laura Artesani, organ  

 

* The Doxology                                                                                                        Isaac Watts 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host,  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.    Amen. 

 

The New Testament Reading               Acts 7:55-60 
 

The Sermon                                          You Never Know                       Rev. Dr. Emily Taylor 



* The Parting Hymn              Go, My Children, With My Blessing                                     # 431 
* The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                               (The Reverend) Fred Rogers 
 

At the center of the Universe is a loving heart that continues to beat and that wants the 
best for every person.  Anything that we can do to help foster the intellect and spirit and 
emotional growth of our fellow human beings, that is our job.  Those of us who have 
this particular vision must continue against all odds.  Life is for service.    Amen. 
 

* The Postlude                           Variations from Organ Concerto Op. 4, No. 1              Handel 
Laura Artesani, organ  

Welcome to the Church of Universal Fellowship, a house for all people. 

We welcome persons of every age, background, circumstance, ethnicity, 
family configuration, gender identity, and sexual orientation. 

We believe that diversity enriches our faith community and that each of us has a 
right and responsibility to support one another 

as we search for the divine by living, learning, and growing. 
 

The Reverend Doctor Emily Taylor is a native of Waterville, Maine.  She graduated from 
Northfield School for Girls in Northfield, Massachusetts, and from Tufts University with a BS in 
Biology and Chemistry.  She also holds a Masters of Education from the University of Maine 
and has taught high school in Bangor, Falmouth and Gorham.  Emily graduated with a 
Masters in Divinity in 2003 and a Doctorate of Ministry in 2010, both from Bangor 
Seminary.  She retired from her position as minister of the Union Congregations Church of 
Ellsworth Falls, UCC.  Emily and her husband Joe are current residents of Orono.  CUF is 
delighted to have Emily here in the pulpit while Reverend Lorna is on vacation. 

 

~ Today ~ 
Morning Worship:       10:00 am The Sanctuary (Nursery, Sun. Sch.)  
Lemonade & Conversation:   11:00 am The Gathering Place 

 

            BROADWAY AND BEYOND! 
       Friday, August 3rd, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
This is a CUF Music with a Mission program to benefit Bangor’s Partners 
in Peace (help for domestic violence).  Come and enjoy some summer 
entertainment with Laura Artesani,  
Emily Cain, Matthew Small and Kelly Caufield.   

Tickets on sale at Coffee Hour or from the Church Office. $12  ($15 at the door).  
 

Summer Plate Offering 
OUR MISSION WITHIN AND FOR OUR COMMUNITY (CUF Open Doors) 

Our church is committed to keeping its doors open to promote community-building activities 
and encourage positive relationships.   

Please make checks payable to The Church of Universal Fellowship.    
Memo your check or mark your envelope Pledge or Open Doors 

 

CUF Office Hours in June and July:  Mon. and Wed. 9:00 – 2:00 
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