
Within the whole family of God on earth, the church appears wherever believers in Jesus Christ are 
gathered in his name.  Transcending all barriers within the human family such as race and culture, the 
church manifests itself in ordered communities of disciples bound together for worship, for fellowship and 
for service, and in varied structures for mission, witness and mutual discipline, and to Jesus Christ, its 
Lord and head, and any exercise of authority in the church on earth stands under his judgement. 

                                            The Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 

As important as it is to mark the places where we meet God, I worry what happens when we build a 
house for God---- Do we build God a house so that we can choose when to go see God? 

Do we build God a house in lieu of having God stay at ours? 
What happens to the rest of the world when we build four walls—even four gorgeous walls---cap them 
with a steepled roof, and designate that the House of God? 

          Barbara Brown Taylor   “Altar in the World”   21st c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                                 O Lovely Peace              Handel 
Nancy Leavitt, mezzo-soprano; Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 

The Centering Silence 
 

* The Gathering Hymn                      We Gather Together                                                       # 276 
 

* The Call to Worship 
 

L:   Let us build a cathedral.  Let its steeple reach the heavens connecting us to all creation. 
P: Let us build a cathedral.  May its walls embrace all God's people, no one being 

excluded. 
L: Let us build a cathedral.  May it be a place where the presence of God is not only in its 

décor, but also in its spiritual warmth. 
P: Let us build a cathedral.  May its windows allow the beauty of God's creation to 

shine upon its congregants. 
L:   Let us build a cathedral.  May its altar be wide and welcoming, enticing all people to 

worship in joyous thanksgiving. 
P: Let us build a cathedral.  May its foundation have the strength of the love of Jesus 

the Christ and the breadth to embrace all creation. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison) 
Good and Gracious God, we come into your house this morning with so much baggage.  
Help us find comfort here, comfort that allows us to unpack all the pains and agonies of the 
past.  Help us find peace here, peace that lifts us up that we might be empowered to be 
kind and loving people.  Help us find joy here, joy that bursts from our hearts and is 
contagious that others might share that joy.  Help us find hope here, hope that your 
Kingdom might reign throughout this aching world.  Help us find love here, love so 
expansive that all people, from struggling immigrants knocking at our doors to the elderly 
woman alone in the nursing home, might know the power of love.  Almighty God, release 

us from our fears and insecurities that we might be free to serve this world, your world, as 
ambassadors of hope, peace, joy and love.  Amen 
Musical Offering                      The Sky Above the Roof        Vaughan Williams 

     Nancy Leavitt, mezzo-soprano; Laura Artesani, piano 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us  
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)     Go Now In Peace                            #437(twice) 

 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
   everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

The Prayer Hymn                             Here I Am, Lord                                                           # 452   
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord's Prayer (unison)                                                  trans. from Aramaic by Mark Berry, UK 
 

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere.   
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 

Imagine your possibilities now.   
Embody your desire in every light and form. 

Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom. 
Untie the knots of failure binding us,  

as we release the strands we hold of others' faults. 
Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present. 

From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 
Amen.  May our future actions grow from here! 

 

The Congregational Response        O Lord, hear my prayer                               Taize Community 
 

 O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
 O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
 The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
 The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
 

So much justice yet to be established, so much pain yet to be healed. 
So much peace yet to be realized, so much love yet to pour forth. 

Accept, O God, the fruits of our labor.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory        I Will Arise and Go to Jesus           Southern Folk Melody 
                                                                                             Dr. Laura Artesani, organ  

 

*The Doxology                                                                                                            # 715, verse 3 
 

  All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
  to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
  the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
  for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.  
 

The Gospel Reading                    1 Corinthians 3:10-23                 
 

The Sermon                                    Temple Of God                                          Dr. Reverend Taylor  
 

* The Parting Hymn               The Church's One Foundation                                                   # 272 
 



* The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                                      (The Reverend) Fred Rogers       
At the center of the Universe is a loving heart that continues to beat and that wants the 

best for every person.  Anything that we can do to help foster the intellect and spirit and 
emotional growth of our fellow human beings, that is our job.  Those of us who have this 

particular vision must continue against all odds.  Life is for service.  Amen. 
 

* The Postlude                                         Voluntary in G major              Heron 
                                                                                             Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 

 

 

Welcome to the Church of Universal Fellowship, a house for all people. 
We welcome persons of every age, background, circumstance, ethnicity, 

family configuration, gender identity, and sexual orientation. 

We believe that diversity enriches our faith community and that each of us has a right and 
responsibility to support one another 

as we search for the divine by living, learning, and growing. 
 

The Reverend Doctor Emily Taylor is a native of Waterville, Maine.  She graduated from Northfield 
School for Girls in Northfield, Massachusetts, and from Tufts University with a BS in Biology and 
Chemistry.  She also holds a Masters of Education from the University of Maine and has taught high 
school in Bangor, Falmouth and Gorham.  Emily graduated with a Masters in Divinity in 2003 and a 
Doctorate of Ministry in 2010, both from Bangor Seminary.  She retired from her position as minister of 
the Union Congregations Church of Ellsworth Falls, UCC.  Emily and her husband Joe are current 
residents of Orono.  CUF is delighted to have Emily here in the pulpit while Reverend Lorna is on 
vacation. 

 

~ Today ~ 
Morning Worship:        10:00 am  The Sanctuary (Nursery, Sun. Sch.)  
Lemonade & Conversation:      11:00 am  The Gathering Place 

 
 

Don’t miss the Kiwanis Bake Sale on Saturday July 21st  
8:00am – 12:00pm on the front lawn of the CUF! 

Then get ready for the annual Orono-Old Town Kiwanis Auction on July 19, 20, & 21st on Forest 
Avenue in Orono. 

 
 

BROADWAY AND BEYOND! Friday, August 3rd, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
This is a CUF Music with a Mission program to benefit Bangor’s Partners in Peace (help for domestic 
violence).  Come and enjoy some summer entertainment with Laura Artesani, Emily Cain, Matthew Small 
and Kelly Caufield.  Tickets on sale at Coffee Hour or from the Church Office. $12  ($15 at the door). 

 

Summer Plate Offering 
OUR MISSION WITHIN AND FOR OUR COMMUNITY (CUF Open Doors) 

Our church is committed to keeping its doors open to promote community-building activities and 
encourage positive relationships.   

Please make checks payable to The Church of Universal Fellowship.    
Memo your check or mark your envelope  Pledge  or  Open Doors 

 

CUF Office Hours in June and July:  Mon. and Wed. 9:00 – 2:00 
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  
July 15, 2018 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

82 Main Street, Orono, Maine  207.866.3655  cufoffice@icloud.com 

www.churchofuniversalfellowship.org 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

Ministers Dr. Reverend Emily Taylor 

and Members of the Congregation 
Ushers  Claude Westfall and Tricia Griffith 

Cover  Golden Rod by Beverly Antonitis 

Altar Arrangement Nancy Leavitt 

Guest Musician Nancy Leavitt, ÷≥voice 

Sunday School Alyssa Urquhart 

Nursery Teacher Emily Kahler 

Hospitality Paul and Joyce Harris 

Offering Plate Irene von Hoffmann and Rori Knott 
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