
The great Ice Age herds were destined to vanish. When they did so, another hand like the hand 
that grasped the stone by the river long ago would pluck a handful of grass seed and hold it 
contemplatively.  In that moment, the golden towers of man, his swarming millions, his turning 
wheels, the vast learning of his packed libraries, would glimmer dimly there in the ancestor of wheat, 
a few seeds held in a muddy hand.                        Loren Eisley  1907-1977, The Immense Journey 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                                   Praeludium                                           Sechter 
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
 

The Centering Silence 
     

* The Gathering Hymn           Faith of Our Fathers                                       # 635 
 

* The Call to Worship                                       Bishop Stephen Charleston, Alaska (ret.) 
 

L: Be careful. Some of us are getting to that strange age,  
   

P: that weird time in life when we no longer worry,  
 if we ever did, about what the world thinks of us.  
 

L: Like the odd ducks, we have found a way out of our cage  
 and are roaming free in society.  
 

P: We are unafraid to speak our mind.  
 

L: We are notorious for ignoring boundaries,  
  

P: crossing over easily to be with people of all kinds and conditions,  
 

L: uninterested in making more money, not even aware  
 of who the important people are today.  
 

P: Be careful.  We are among you.  We are the ones who laugh a lot.  
 We show up at demonstrations. 
 

L:  And we are spiritually way out of the box.  
 

P: We are the wild card in the deck,  
 believers old enough to stare fear down,  
 lovers of life willing to share the future, mystics on a mission. 
 Come!  Let us worship together! 
 

The Gathering Prayer           
God of all life and grace, we thank you for the seasons of this earth, for the 
seasons of planting and sowing, for the seasons of harvest and reaping.  So 
also you give us seasons of the heart.  Grant that in a draught of grace we 

may find your oasis of prayer.  Grant that in a storm of grief we may find your 
shelter.  Grant that in the seasons of our days we may find your rich soil for 
your seeds of hope.  God of all life and grace—stay with us as our sure 
foundation.  Be our steadfast strength and hope in all times.  We lift our 
prayer together in community in the power of your name.  Amen. 
 

Naming and Blessing Our Fathers (insert)                                                                     
 

Worship Music                                The Return                             Jennifer Eklund 

                                                                                                   Nora Dobbs, piano 
A Time for the Child in Each of Us  
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)   Go Now In Peace   #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
   everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

The Prayer Hymn                This Is My Father’s World                                    # 59 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord's Prayer (unison)                               trans. from Aramaic by Mark Berry, UK 

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere.   
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 

Imagine your possibilities now.   
Embody your desire in every light and form. 

Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom. 
Untie the knots of failure binding us,  

as we release the strands we hold of others' faults. 
Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present. 

From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 
Amen.  May our future actions grow from here! 

 
 

The Congregational Response      O Lord, hear my prayer      Taize Community 
   O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
   O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
   The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
   The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
  Walk among us, God of Peace.  Help our church to find the joy that comes    
  through involvement and sharing, so that we participate in the changes   
  taking place in the world and are a part of making all persons free.  Amen. 
 
 

The Offering and The Offertory         All Glory Be to God on High                 Coe 
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ  
 



* The Doxology          Isaac Watts 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host,  
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.    Amen. 

 
 

The Gospel Reading  Mark 4:26-34 
 

The Sermon    Not So Fast!               Reverend Grenfell   
 

* The Parting Hymn          His Eye Is on the Sparrow                                     # 82 
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Congregational Benediction (unison)                                      J. Richardson                                 
In the parting, in the letting go, let there be this to hold on to: 

the enduring of love, the persisting of hope, the remembering of joy, 
the offering of gratitude, the receiving of grace, and the blessing of peace. Amen. 

 

* The Postlude                            Rigaudon                                                Campra 
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
 

Welcome to the Church of Universal Fellowship, a house for all people. 
We welcome persons of every age, background, circumstance, ethnicity, 

family configuration, gender identity, and sexual orientation. 
We believe that diversity enriches our faith community and that each of us has a 

right and responsibility to support one another 
as we search for the divine by living, learning, and growing. 

 

~ Today ~ 
Morning Worship:       10:00 am  The Sanctuary (Nursery, 
Sun. Sch.)  
Lemonade & Conversation:    11:00 am   The Gathering Place 

 

 

Summer Plate Offering 
OUR MISSION WITHIN AND FOR OUR COMMUNITY (CUF Open Doors) 

Our church is committed to keeping its doors open to promote community-building activities, 
learning opportunities and to encourage positive relationships. 

Please make checks payable to The Church of Universal Fellowship.    
Memo your check or mark your envelope  Pledge  or  Open Doors 

 

  

Please note: CUF Summer Office Hours  
June, July and August:  Mondays and Wednesdays 9:00 – 2:00 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sowing the seed, my 
hand is one with the 

earth.  Wanting the seed 
to grow, my mind is one 

with the light.  Hoeing 
the crop, my hands are 

one with the rain. 
Having cared for the 

plants, my mind is one 
with the air. Hungry and 
trusting, my mind is one 

with the earth. Eating 
the fruit, my body is  
one with the earth.                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Wendell Berry, 21st c. 
                         Tacuinum 

Sanitatis, Wheat, 14th c. 
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             82 Main Street, Orono, Maine      207.866.3655        cufoffice@icloud.com 

www.churchofuniversalfellowship.org 
An Open & Affirming Congregation 

Ministers The Reverend Lorna Grenfell 

and Members of the Congregation 
Ushers  Claude Westfall and Tricia Griffith 

Altar Arrangement Nancy Leavitt 

Sunday School Lori Smith 

Summer Nursery Teacher Rachelle Edmiston-Cyr 

Offering Plate Rachel Dobbs and Judy Whitney 


	Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you

