
God said to Abraham, “But for me, you would not be here.”  “I know that, Lord,” Abraham 
answered, “but were I not here, there would be no one to think about you.” 

Traditional Jewish Tale 
 
The problem I am talking about is disparities in health care.   The inequality in treatment is not 
simply a national health care problem.  It is in a real sense, a major human problem.  Disparities 
in treatment are a paradigm for many of our local, regional, and global human problems.  Finding 
solutions to inequalities in our health care will likewise help us achieve solutions to some of the 
great global problems,  This is because cultural literacy and skillful accurate cross cultural 
communication, along with shedding of what I call the isms, help so greatly to focus us on the  
celebration of our common humanity, which moves us forward as a global society. 

Augustus A. White, III, MD, PhD, 21st C. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 
Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

 
Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

The Prelude                           Liebster Jesu               Walter 
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
The Centering Silence 
 
The Introit                                     Joyful, Joyful                  Bethoven, arr. Warren 

                                        Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 
* The Gathering Hymn      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    # 517 
 
* The Call to Worship 
L: Let us open our eyes that we might see a child of God in every person, 

regardless of race or nationality. 
P: Now is the time to see the love of God in the eyes of the Somali child, 

the Mexican laborer, as well as the elderly lady next door.   
L: Let us open our ears that we might hear the voice of God in the yodeling 

of a Swiss shepherd boy and in the chanting of a Tibetan Monk.   
P: Now is the time to open our minds that we might know God's love 

extends to all God's children.  
L: Let us open our hearts that the lost and forgotten might find safety and 

comfort in the benevolence of their earthly neighbors.  
P: As God's people, let us widen our vision of neighborhood.  Let us 

build bridges of compassion and let us tear down walls of tyranny 
and separateness. 

 
The Gathering Prayer: (unison) 

Amazing God, Lover of Diversity, come into this sacred place this day 
and bless us with your unrelenting compassion.  Walk with us as we stretch 
the boundaries of what we perceive as neighborhood.  Help us see the 
butterfly in the slithering caterpillar, the mighty oak in the tiny acorn, and the 
gracious gentleman in the ragged homeless man.  Protect us from feeling so 
superior to others that we neglect to be kind.  We profess you as the parent 
of all creation, and yet we fail to honor all your beings as worthy of our love 
and respect.  Forgive us for being haughty and self-centered and lead us 
along the paths of your Kingdom where all are welcomed and none are left 
outside your loving embrace.  Amen 
 
The Anthem                             Joy in the Morning                           Natalie Sleeth 

Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 
 

 
A Time for the Child in Each of Us 
 
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace    # 437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go 

 
The Prayer Hymn (seated)                        Be Thou My Vision          # 595 
 
The Silent Prayer and The Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer  (unison)                                                     New Zealand Prayer Book 
   Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,    
   Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 
   Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
   Let the hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
   Let the way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
   Let your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
   Let your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
   With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
   In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.   
   In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
   From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
   From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
   For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen. 
  

The Congregational Response         Confitemini Domino         Taize Community 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
 
The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
O God of Life, take and bless and multiply these gifts.  Put them to work in your 
world wherever there is need of peace, of justice, of hope.  Put them to work in 
your world to care for your earth, your water, your air – all the created elements 

that sustain your children.  We offer them to you as a witness to your love  
that makes our joy complete.  Amen. 

 
The Offering and The Offertory          Pastorale            Zipoli 

Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
 
* The Doxology          Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!                                  # 21 

           “Glory be to God on high!” Alleluia! 
           Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! 

           Night and stars in God rejoice, Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel Lesson                            Romans 13:8-14        Paul Harris, Liturgist  
 
The Sermon              Deep In Debt      Reverend Taylor 
 
*Parting Hymn.    Pass It On.            # 477 
 
The Postlude     Trumpet Voluntary          Boyce 

Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 

 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

marked gifts  
(check or envelope) 

  
PLEDGE 

 

 
or  
 

Partners for Peace  
 

(formerly Spruce Run) 
 

This is a private, non-profit organization in 
Bangor dedicated to serving people 
affected by domestic abuse and to working 
to end personal, institutional, and cultural 
violence.  Partners for Peace offers 
support, feedback and information about 
options, with the firm belief in one’s right to 
make one’s own decisions and act on 
one’s own behalf. This organization offers 
shelter, support groups, education, 
children’s services, and training for 
members of the community on dealing with 
domestic abuse.  
 

or  
 

Bangor Area Homeless Shelter 
The mission of the shelter is to provide 
emergency shelter and supportive 
services to the homeless and 
economically disadvantaged of the Bangor 
area. The facility is open 24/7 providing 
both overnight shelter as well as a Day 
Program.  It serves both homeless adults 
and other low-income members of our 
community. The primary purpose is to offer 
a form of crisis stabilization and then 
develop a support system to enable 
people to move beyond homelessness.  
 

 
 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or mark your envelope: 
 

Pledge  
or 

Partners for Peace  
or  

Bangor Area Homeless Shelter 
 

 (unmarked gifts will support Open Doors) 
 


