
To become a good shepherd is to come out of the shell of selfishness in order to be attentive to 
those for whom we are responsible so as to reveal to them their fundamental beauty and value and 
help them to grow and become fully alive.     Jean Vanier, philosopher, theologian, Canada; 21st c. 
 

We all long and hunger to know and to be known--we create "virtual communities" on the internet 
and in chat rooms.  Forming authentic and wholistic community is hard work--we dole out parts of 
ourselves in stingy bits and pieces, avoid being vulnerable with each other, hold back our feelings 
and thoughts, are afraid to confront each other, judge each other without mercy, hold grudges, set 
impossibly high standards for ourselves and each other.  Our good intentions are misunderstood 
and rejected and we avoid commitments because we do not want to risk exploitation or abuse.  We 
have a difficult time trusting each other.  How can we form community that is real and life-giving?                      
                                                    Barbara J. Essex, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA; 21st c. 
 

The world surely will perish if its inhabitants continue to pursue narrow forms of self-definition, 
identities based on nation, class, race, and gender...now is the time to examine our attitudes, 
practices and behaviors that keep us safe from the concerns and needs of Christ's other sheep, to 
the extent that we decline to enter into the world of these other sheep due to discomfort or limited 
perceptions of our advantage, it is we who are refusing the voice that insists "one flock" is a 
correlate of "one shepherd".   
                            Stephen A. Cooper, Religious Studies, Franklin and Marshall College, PA; 21st c. 
 
 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements  

 

The Prelude                           Prelude on Kingsfold                                     Paxton    
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                              Morning Has Broken                  Farjeon/Grotenhuis 
                                        EUPHONY Chamber Choir; Francis John Vogt, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn      God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens      # 651 
 

* The Call to Worship                                                                             e e cummings            
L:  i thank you God for most this amazing 

day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes 

P: (i who have died am alive again today, 
 and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth 

day of life and of love and wings; and of the gay 
great happening illimitably earth) 

L: how should tasting touching hearing seeing 
breathing any – lifted from the no 
of all nothing – human merely being doubt unimaginable You? 

P: (now the ears of my ears awake and 
 now the eyes of my eyes are opened) 
 

The Gathering Prayer: (unison)          God’s Love for All People                  # 682                                                
 

The Hebrew Scripture                                Ezekiel 34:1-16 
 

The Anthem                          La Biche (The Doe)    
Paul Hindemith, music; Rainer Maria Rilke, text; Laura Prichard, translation 

EUPHONY Chamber Choir; Francis John Vogt, Director 
 

 Oh, a doe: what beautiful interiors   All this, supported by the strong 
 of ancient forests abound in your eyes;   slenderness of your leaps. 
 drunk with so much confidence    But nothing ever happens 
 mixed with so much fear.     to that docile  

       ignorance of your brow 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us                 
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace    # 437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go 

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)                        God Is My Shepherd                            # 79            
The Silent Prayer and The Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer  (unison)                                                     New Zealand Prayer Book 

   Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,    
   Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 
   Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
   Let the hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
   Let the way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
   Let your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
   Let your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
   With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
   In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.   
   In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
   From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
   From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
   For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

The Congregational Response         Confitemini Domino         Taize Community 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
O God of Life, take and bless and multiply these gifts.  Put them to work in your 
world wherever there is need of peace, of justice, of hope.  Put them to work in 
your world to care for your earth, your water, your air – all the created elements 

that sustain your children.  We offer them to you as a witness to your love  
that makes our joy complete.  Amen. 

 
 

The Offering and The Offertory          The Peace of Wild Things      
Joan Szymko, music; Wendell Berry, text 

EUPHONY Chamber Choir; Francis John Vogt, Director 
   When despair for the world grows in me  
   and I wake in the night at the least sound  
   in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be,  
   I go and lie down where the wood drake  
   rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds.  
   I come into the peace of wild things  
   who do not tax their lives with forethought  
   of grief. I come into the presence of still water.  
   And I feel above me the day-blind stars  
   waiting with their light. For a time  
   I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 
        

* The Doxology                  Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!                        # 21 
           “Glory be to God on high!” Alleluia! 

           Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! 
           Night and stars in God rejoice, Alleluia! 

 

The Gospel Lesson                 John 10:11-18, The Message      Paul Harris, Liturgist  

The Sermon                                      
Creating Paradise                   Reverend 
Grenfell 

 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

marked gifts  
(check or envelope) 

  

PLEDGE 
 

 
or  
 

Partners for Peace  
 

(formerly Spruce Run) 
 

This is a private, non-profit organization in 
Bangor dedicated to serving people 
affected by domestic abuse and to working 
to end personal, institutional, and cultural 
violence.  Partners for Peace offers 
support, feedback and information about 
options, with the firm belief in one’s right to 
make one’s own decisions and act on 
one’s own behalf. This organization offers 
shelter, support groups, education, 
children’s services, and training for 
members of the community on dealing with 
domestic abuse.  
 

or  

 

Bangor Area Homeless Shelter 
The mission of the shelter is to provide 
emergency shelter and supportive 
services to the homeless and 
economically disadvantaged of the Bangor 
area. The facility is open 24/7 providing 
both overnight shelter as well as a Day 
Program.  It serves both homeless adults 
and other low-income members of our 
community. The primary purpose is to offer 
a form of crisis stabilization and then 
develop a support system to enable 
people to move beyond homelessness.  
 

 
 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or mark your envelope: 
 

Pledge  
or 

Partners for Peace  
or  

Bangor Area Homeless Shelter 
 



 (unmarked gifts will support Open Doors) 
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