
Certain thoughts are prayers. There are moments when, whatever be the attitude of the body, the 
soul is on its knees.                                                                       Victor Hugo, 19th c. 
 

I have a lot of faith.  But I am also afraid a lot and have no real certainty about anything. I 
remembered something Father Tom had told me--that the opposite of faith is not doubt, but 
certainty.  Certainty is missing the point entirely.  Faith includes noticing the mess, the emptiness 
and discomfort, and letting it be there until some light returns.                          Anne Lamott, 21st c. 
                                                                                                             

What is the “impossible”?  It is liberation.  To liberate people from the demons of fear, of loneliness, 
of hatred and of egoism that shackle them.  To liberate people so that they also can love, heal, and 
liberate others.  But in order to do that, you must go in poverty and experience the life of God 
flowing within your own flesh.                                                                               Jean Vanier, 21st c. 
 

When I can no longer bear my loneliness, I take it to my friends.  For I must share it with all the 

friends of God.  "Do you suffer?"   "So do I!"                                      Mechtild of Magdeburg, 13th c.  
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements   

 

The Prelude                                  Bells of Lent             Katherine Szamko-Bowes           
                                    CUF Bodwell Memorial Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director                                                                                        
The Centering Silence 
The Introit    When I Survey the Wondrous Cross    traditional, arr. F.L. Callahan     
                                    CUF Bodwell Memorial Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director                                                                                        
 

* The Gathering Hymn             Love Divine All Loves Excelling                   # 517  
    

* The Call to Worship                                                                           R. Burgess                                            
L:   The wilderness waits, ready for those who come, 
P:   those who come obedient to the Spirit's leading; 
L:   or those who are driven, because they will not come any other way. 
P:   The wilderness waits, ready to let us know who we are, 
L:   in the lonely place of self-discovery. 
P:   And while we fear, and rightly, the loneliness, 
L:   the emptiness and harshness, 
P:   we forget the angels, the messengers, whom we cannot  
 see for our blindness, 
L:   but who come when God decides we need their help; 
P:   when we are ready for what they can give us. 
L:   Let us turn our hearts to God this hour. 
P:   Let us pray and sing and grow together.   
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison) 

    O God, it takes courage to be the creatures you made us to be.  Year after 
year, we add to our experiences of the world, pushing against our limits to 
find out what will budge and what will not.    We find that we can make certain 
things happen, and we can prevent other things from happening.  We can 
make friends, and we can make enemies.  We can say “yes”, and we can say 
“no”.  We confess we get so carried away that we begin to think we are in 
control of our lives—until something happens. 
    O Source of All Calm and Peace, we are tentative before you, confused in 
the clutter of abandoned dreams and tattered faith, worn out by our efforts 
to improve the world, cramped by responsibilities and obligations, and lost 
in an ocean of time.   
    In our brokenness, we turn to you.  Resurrect the shattered pieces into a 
stronger whole.  Take the fragments of our faith this Lenten season, O God, 
and in your mercy, redeem them and make us whole.  Amen.   
    

The Anthem                       God So Loved the World                          John Stainer 

                                                                      Senior Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director                     
A Time for the Child in Each of Us 
Recognition                      The Girl Scouts of America 
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace     # 437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)         The Gift of Love                                                # 526 
 

The Silent Prayer and The Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer (unison)                     P.J. Palmer, Center for Courage & Renewal                

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come.  We pray that your good will be done. 

Let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need. Give it to those who have none. 

Let forgiveness flow like a river among us, from each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days. 

Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours are the power and the glory and the mercy. 

Forever your name is All in One.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response       O Lord, hear my prayer           Taize Community 

     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
God, whose giving knows no ending, transform our love into thought, 
our thought into concern, our concern into action, and thus make our 
lives a daily witness to your love.  As we present these gifts to you, 

create in us the joy of generous hearts.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory         Moment by Moment  
(setting: Camille Saint-Saens’ Le Cygne) 

Daniel W. Whittle and May Whittle Moody, Arr. Cindy Berry        
                                                                                                          Trey Kahler, piano 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                               # 715 
   All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
   to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
   the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
   for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                                                                        
 

The Gospel Lesson                         John 3:14-21           Stefanie Egenhofer, Liturgist  
 

The Sermon                                     Identity Theft                            Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Parting Hymn                  When Love Is Found                                          # 499        
 

* The Benediction  
* The Choral Benediction     Siyahamba, We Are Walking                                 # 442                   

We are walking in the light of God, we are walking in the light of God. 
We are walking in the light of God, we are walking in the light of God. 

We are walking, walking, we are walking, walking, 
We are walking in the light of God. 

We are walking, walking, we are walking, walking, 
We are walking in the light of God. 

 

* The Postlude        Shine, Jesus, Shine          Graham Kendrick, Arr. Phillip Keveren                

Trey Kahler, piano 
 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

marked gifts 

(check or envelope) 

 

PLEDGE 
 

or 
 

OUR MISSION WITHIN AND  
FOR OUR COMMUNITY  

(CUF Open Doors) 
 

 

Our church is committed to keeping its 
doors open to promote community-
building activities and encourage positive 
relationships.  Many local, non-
profit groups use our beautiful facility. 
Relationships are formed, plans are made, 
lessons are learned, and community is 
built and nourished with love and 
laughter.  CUF considers the cost of our 
open doors (heat, lights, cleaning) a 
benevolence gift to the greater Orono/Old 
Town community.  Won’t you help? 
 

Please make checks payable to: 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 

Memo your check or mark your 
envelope:  

Pledge  or  Community 

 
 (unmarked gifts will support 

Open Doors) 
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