
God's grace through community involves something far greater than other people's support and 
perspective. The power of grace is nowhere as brilliant nor as mystical as in communities of 
faith.  Its power includes not just love that comes from people and through people but love that 
pours forth among people, as if through the very spaces between one person and the next.  Just   
to be in such an atmosphere is to be bathed in healing power.         
                                                         Gerald G. May, American psychiatrist and theologian, d. 2005 
 

...for some people, we are the only Jesus they will ever meet. 
                                                               P.C. Enniss, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia 
 

This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one; the 
being thoroughly worn out before you are thrown on the scrap heap; the being a force of nature 
instead of a feverish selfish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining that the world will not 
devote itself to making you happy.                                                     George Bernard Shaw, 20th c. 
 
 

Life is for service.                                                                                             Fred Rogers, d. 2003 
American television personality, musician, puppeteer, writer, producer, and Presbyterian minister. 
 
 

 

Service is love in work clothes.   

                                       Anonymous, Ginger Snaps: Fun Thoughts on Life, complied by Dian Ritter  
   

 
 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements   

The Prelude                                       Snow                                     Kenneth Riggs 
Connie Carter, Rachel Dobbs, Nancy Leavitt, vocalists; Dr. Laura Artesani, piano     
                                                                                        

The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                                  O, The Winter                        Peter/Mary Amidon 

Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn      Rejoice, You Pure in Heart                                    # 15 
 

* The Call to Worship 
L:    “The word of the Lord was rare in those days, and there   

 were no frequent visions.” 
P:   We cover our ears.  We hide our eyes.  We pull up the covers. 
 We fall back asleep.  How will we know God's word for today? 

L:   In the middle of the night and in the brightness of the day,   

 be attentive to the voices that call your name. 
P:   Can we ever catch a glimpse of the immortal, invisible God?    
 How will we begin to know the One who is hidden from our eyes? 

L:   The Word has become flesh and dwells among us full of grace and truth. 
P:   Let us seek together this continuing revelation of the God who 
 speaks transformation to us in creation, in silence, in words,  
 and in the life of Jesus.  Come, let us worship together. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (insert) 
  

The Anthem                             Balm in Gilead                                    Arr. Armidon 
Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us 
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)  Go Now In Peace   # 437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
How then shall we respond to the Mystery that is come among us? 

With willingness for change.  With patience in long waiting. 
With silence and with singing.  With the ability to see the Mystery 

in the least likely of our brothers and sisters. With the joy of sharing. Amen. 

The Offering and The Offertory            In the Quiet Consecration                   Schalk 
                                                                                               Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 715 
  All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
  to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
  the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
  for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                                                                        
 

Physicians for Social Responsibility, Maine Chapter                 Dr. Kathy Bourgoin 
                          Back from the Brink: A Call to Prevent Nuclear War   
The Gospel Lesson                      Mark 1:29-39         The Rev. Emily Taylor, Liturgist  
The Message                                  Our House                                        Rev. Grenfell 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Hymn of Preparation         God, Who Touches Earth with Beauty                 # 514 
The Call to the Table 
The Prayer of the Followers (unison) 
Holy, Holy, Holy and Welcoming Spirit, we give thanks that we can gather here 
for the loving ritual of this house that includes each individual as a vital part of 
a whole fellowship, a timeless, world community striving together to model 
peace and love and justice for all peoples. 

If we were to talk with those about to share this symbolic meal with us, we 
might be surprised by what is brought to your table today--anticipation, 
forgotten dreams, splendid people, hurting hearts, unresolved questions, 
memories of nourishing meals, hard decisions, desires to walk with you, holding 
back.  Our needs are many.  Some of us are looking for freedom from bondage, 
some are searching for home, some want a healing of wounds, and some just 
want understanding. 

The list is long, O God.  But somewhere in the midst of it all, our 
experience of your great Mystery of Presence is walking with us—holding hands, 
lifting up, mending wounds, breathing new life, breaking bread, filling the cup. 

In remembrance of Jesus, we share the bread of life and drink the joyful 
cup of the new covenant.  The opportunity to begin anew and the knowledge that 
we are not alone--this is the heart of the teachings.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

The Eucharist:             The Institution    The Consecration    The Communion 
 

The Thanksgiving Prayer (unison) 
We give thanks, O God, because in your own free gift of love you have reached 
out to us. You have refreshed us at your table, touched our deepest needs, and 
called us to a life shared in memory and hope.  Send us forth with courage and 
joy in the name of Jesus, who shared this meal with his followers so long ago. 
May we become bread and peace for one another and for the world.   Amen. 
 

* The Parting Hymn                         Take My Life                                                # 609     
* The Benediction  
* The Choral Benediction (unison                                  Christina Rossetti 1830-1894         

In the bleak mid-winter, Frosty wind made moan; 
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow, 
 

What can I give him, Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what can I give him—Give my heart. 

 

* The Postlude                        Trumpet Voluntary                                             Bennett                       
Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 

Offering Plate 
marked gifts (check or envelope) 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
And/or 

MINISTER’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

From time to time over the course of a 
year, our minister is asked for assistance 
or sees a need herself that can be readily 
met. The requests or situations arise both 
from people within our church family and 
from those who are not. A request could 
be for almost anything – food, heating oil, 
gas money, funding a GED, or just a bit of 
help to meet a payment. These are one-
time requests and come from people who 
turn to the church when trouble or need 
arises. Please, won’t you help in 
responding to individuals and 
circumstance in our church and 
community? 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge  
or 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund 
(please put your name on envelopes) 

(unmarked gifts will support  
Open Doors) 
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