
[Hi Lorna] Thanks so much for sending the photo [of Jean Dolloff Kreizinger and others in the 
Penobscot Times brought into CUF by Alma Homola].  Phyllis Noyes, who was my best childhood 
friend, was planning to send me one.  I was on the phone with her because she lives only 10 miles 
from Parkland, Florida.  And yes, Parkland is going through the Newtown experience with satellite 
trucks, reporters at every turn and messages and flowers on every available surface.  In Newtown 
there was a warehouse full of all the things that came, and everything was acknowledged with a 
note.  None of this gets into the national media.  Also, students at Sandy Hook never had to go 
back to the school.  It was torn down and replaced with a very different building.  If you ever come 
to Connecticut to see your daughter, consider letting me know and I can show you some of the 
changes that came out of this terrible tragedy. 
                                                       Jean Dolloff Kreizinger, Newtown, Connecticut, February 2018 
 

A hospital corridor can be a mysterious place, a terrible and holy threshold upon the boundary of 
the soul. Here you will find an opening through which you might apprehend and embrace 
unexperienced aspects of God. Uprooted from your ordinary days, the hospital confounds the 
peaceful soul with the realization that the God of daily living is also the God of sudden dying. The 
God of the comforting parish sanctuary is also the God of the Intensive Care Unit. The God of 
beeswax candle and incense is the God of vomit and pus; the God of white linen and embroidered 
chasuble is the God of plastic curtain and sweaty sheet; the God of organ and flute is the God of 
squeaky gurney wheels and crying children; the God of deep port wine and delicately embossed 
communion bread is the God of infected blood and wounded flesh. 
                                                                  The Reverend Suzanne Guthrie, Grace’s Window, 21st c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer? 

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements   

 

The Prelude                         In Heavenly Love Abiding                          arr. Martin 
                                                                                     Dr. Laura Artesani, Director                                                                                        
The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                  Stay With Me              Jacques Berthier, Taize Community  
                                                                      Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director  
 

* The Gathering Hymn        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                             # 65 
    

* The Call to Worship  
 

 Leader:  O God, we gather as pilgrims on a journey of faith. 
People: O God, rush out to meet us on the road today. 
Leader: We come here today, to this time, from many different  
  places on many different paths. 
People: Sometimes we feel small on the horizon as we travel looking 

 for the home of your welcoming presence. 
Leader: We seek the home of light for our darkness and strength for our 

 weakness. 
People: Some of us travel with joy and gratitude and a profound sense 

 of your presence in our lives. 
Leader: Some of us travel with alienation, discouragement, and tears of 

 frustration and anger. 
All:  O God, be extravagant with us here today.  Receive us all into 

 your presence as we call your name in word and song. 
 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison) 
 In these moments of reflection together, we thank you, O Mystery of 
Life, for bodies that run and walk, for hearts that beat and lungs that pump, 
for days that turn to nights and for suns that follow moons; for mountains, 
valleys, rivers, oceans, and for the snow that will water the crops in the 
spring.  We thank you for holy and breathtaking opportunities for loving.  In 
the stillness of these moments, we bring our concerns, anxieties, and fears—
for ourselves, for families and friends, and for our world.   

 We give thanks for all the nameless ones who work faithfully and 
selflessly in big and little ways to turn us away from violence and estrangement 
toward your way of peace and unity.  May we be counted among them.  We pray 
that your reconciling love will infiltrate the places of resistance in our hearts and 
in the hearts of our world communities, so that soon we might live united, 
supportive, and loving of one another.   Amen. 
                                                                      

The Anthem       Lord for Thy Tender Mercies' Sake       Richard Farrant (1530-1580) 
                                                                            Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director                     
 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us 
 
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace     # 437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)                   If We Just Walk                                       Insert        
         

The Silent Prayer and The Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord's Prayer (unison)                     P.J. Palmer, Center for Courage & Renewal                
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, Holy and blessed is your true name. 

We pray for your reign of peace to come.  We pray that your good will be done. 
Let heaven and earth become one. 

Give us this day the bread we need. Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river among us, from each one to each one. 

Lead us to holy innocence beyond the evil of our days. 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 

For yours are the power and the glory and the mercy. 
Forever your name is All in One.  Amen. 

 

The Congregational Response       O Lord, hear my prayer           Taize Community 

     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
     O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
    The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
God, whose giving knows no ending, transform our love into thought, 
our thought into concern, our concern into action, and thus make our 
lives a daily witness to your love.  As we present these gifts to you, 

create in us the joy of generous hearts.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory                Jesu, meine Freude                   arr. Martin 
                                                                                               Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                               # 715 
   All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
   to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
   the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
   for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                                                                        
 

The Gospel Lesson                         Mark 8:31-38                Trudy Tremblay, Liturgist  
 

The Sermon                                    Life’s Illusions                           Reverend Grenfell 
 

 

* The Parting Hymn                  It Is Well with My Soul                                        # 561 
 

 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

marked gifts 

(check or envelope) 

PLEDGE 
or 

The Greater Bangor Area 
Branch NAACP 

is the co-sponsor of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  Breakfast Celebration at the 
University of Maine.  This Bangor Branch 
of the NAACP meets on a regular basis and 
hosts special programs on issues of 
concern to the civil rights community. It 
offers confidential support to individuals 
who face acts of racial discrimination.  The 
Branch has no paid staff and is run entirely 
by volunteers. It is the only Branch of the 
NAACP in the entire northern half of Maine.  
 

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center 

was founded in 1971 to ensure that the 
promise of the civil rights movement 
became a reality for all. This organization 
has a three-pronged strategy to battle 
racial and social injustice: 
a.  Fighting hate: The SPLC monitors hate 
groups and other extremists throughout 
the U.S. and exposes their activities to law 
enforcement agencies, the media and the 
public. 
b.  Teaching tolerance: The SPLC’s 
Teaching Tolerance project combats 
prejudice among our nation’s youth while 
promoting equality, inclusiveness and 
equitable learning environments in the 
classroom. All materials are free of charge 
to educators. 
c.  Seeking justice: The SPLC stands up for 
the powerless, the exploited and other 
victims of discrimination and hate. 

 

Please make checks payable to: 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or mark your 
envelope:  

Pledge  

or 

Southern Poverty Law Center  

or 

NAACP 
(unmarked gifts will support 

Open Doors) 
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