
In the air as we prepare for this most luscious of church seasons are threats of war, immature 
leaders throwing their bruised egos around, rising awareness of the impact of plastic on seas, a 
refugee crisis that is causing widespread displacement, policies on asylum being written by people 
whose forebears sought asylum, and inflated bluster that threatens even peaceful countries.  And 
this is only what is making the headlines: there are countless wars and skirmishes, bombs and 
bewilderments that are everyday for many, but make the headlines for none.                                                                                        
                                                                                   Padraig O’Tuoma, Corrymeela, Ireland, 21st c 
We must be still and still moving 
Into another intensity 
For a further union, a deeper communion 
Through the dark cold and the empty desolation, 
The wave cry, the wind cry, the vast waters 
Of the petrel and the porpoise.  In the end is my beginning. 
                                                                       -- the very last lines of T.S. Eliot’s East Coker, 20th c. 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

The Prelude                       The Desert Shall Rejoice                                    Smith               
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
The Centering Silence 

The Introit                           Within Our Darkest Night                  Taize Community 
                                                                     Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn     Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates                    # 129 
 

* The Call to Worship  
L:   How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the Light of the World? 
P:  With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty. 
L:   How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Christ? 

P:  With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever-living, ever green. 
L:   How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus? 

P:  With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion,  
      his death, and that he lives. 
L:  How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Son of God? 

P:  By hearing again the words of the prophets, who foretold  
      the saving work of God. 
L:   Come, let us worship God together. 
P:  Glory to God in the highest! 
 

Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                                            R. Duck 
In this Advent Season, when the past has fled away, unasked, and there is 
nothing left to do but wait, O God, shelter us. Be our surrounding darkness; 
be the fertile soil out of which hope springs in due time. In these uncertain 
days, help us to look for the dawn, to labor on and to love on, awaiting your 
purpose hidden and waiting to be born in due time.  Amen. 
 

The Anthem                               Advent Alleluia                         Keith Christopher  
                                                                             Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
A Time for the Child in Each of Us                                                                                      
The Advent Wreath                  The Candle of Hope        
Leader:  We light this candle as a symbol of our Hope for the world.  May the light 
sent from God shine in the darkness to show us the way.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
The People: Loving God, your church joyfully awaits the coming of the one 
who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness.  O come, O come, 
Emmanuel. 
                              We light the Candle of Hope over and over again. 

The Advent Hymn (seated)             One Candle Is Lit                          # 128 (verse 1) 
  Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night, 
  Our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light. 
  Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage. 
  One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace    # 437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
     

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                    Karl Barth, 20th c. 
  Grace always demands the answer of gratitude. 
  Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. 
  Grace evokes gratitude like the voice of an echo. 
  Gratitude follows grace like thunder follows lightning.  
 

The Offering and The Offertory   How Brightly Beams the Morning Star   arr. Wilson 
                                                                                                Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 124 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 

The Gospel Lesson                          Mark 13:24-37                
The Message                                 Rescue in Galilee                       Reverend Grenfell 
 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Hymn of Preparation             # 134 (sing twice) 

                    The Responsive Reading      Peaceful Realm       # 126 

The Words of Institution     The Words of Consecration     The Holy 

Feast 
The Blessing 

Leader:  And now we have been at your Table, O Holy One, and now all hurtful words 
are silenced, and now all pain is left behind.  We are surrounded with hope and grace.  
We will join our hearts and voices with our sisters and brothers and forever sing of your 
glory, O Holy in One.  We go forth as a blessed people. 
 

People: We will go to be a blessing in the world. 

Leader: We are the face of the Mystery. 

People: We will go to be love and compassion to all. 

Leader: We are the family of God. 

People: We will go to serve our sisters and brothers 

  wherever we may find them. 
* The Parting Hymn              Creator of the Stars of Night                                   # 127 
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Choral Benediction (unison)      Starchild                               Carlton R. Young 
Star Child, Earth Child, go-between of God, 

Love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod. 
This year, this year, let the day arrive 

When Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive. 
 

* The Postlude                                        Noël                                                    Dubois 
                                                               Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 

 

Communion Plate 

Offering 
marked gifts (check or envelope) 

 
PLEDGE: 

Your week/month/annual commitment 
to the life of our church. 

 

and 
 

MINISTER’S  

DISCRETIONARY FUND 

From time to time over the course of a 
year, our minister is asked for assistance 
or sees a need herself that can be readily 
met. The requests or situations arise both 
from people within our church family and 
from those who are not. A request could 
be for almost anything – food, heating oil, 
gas money, funding a GED, or just a bit of 
help to meet a payment. These are one-
time requests and come from people who 
turn to the church when trouble or need 
arises. Please, won’t you help in 
responding to individuals and 
circumstance in our church and 
community? 
 

Please make checks payable to  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge  
or 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

(please put your name on envelopes) 
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