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If we could be friends by just getting to know each other better, then what are our 
countries really arguing about?  Nothing could be more important than not having 
a war if a war could kill everything.                                                                       
                                                          Samantha Smith, age 10, Manchester, Maine 
                                                 Letter to Soviet Union Premier Yuri Andropov, 1982 
 
…as a teenager, I kept thinking, ‘Why don’t the adults around here just say 
something?  Say it so that they know we don’t accept segregation?’  I knew then 
and I know now that, when it comes to justice, there is no easy way to get it.  You 
can’t sugarcoat it.  You have to take a stand and say, ‘This is not right.’  And I did. 
                                                         Claudette Colvin, Civil Rights Activist: b. 1940  
 
It was time that Negroes were treated equally with whites, time that they had a 
decent school, time for the students themselves to do something about it. There 
wasn’t any fear. I just thought --- this is your moment. Seize it! 
                                                      Barbara Johns, Civil Rights Activist: 1935 - 1991  
 
...for a kid whose mother is a crack addict and who doesn’t have a father and 
doesn’t have a meal at night and has holes in his shoes when he walks the streets 
and can barely read and can barely communicate his feelings (which is almost the 
usual characteristics of a child from the ghetto), when he asks himself the question 
“What is my reason for being? What is my purpose?” what can he tell himself?                                     
                                                     LeAlan Jones, Reporter, Football Coach: b. 1979 
 
Nicole: "I realized my gender at the same time my brother did. Yet everyone 
assumed that I didn't know what I was talking about. I couldn't possibly be old 
enough to make the distinction between whether I was a boy or a girl. Yet my twin 
brother was." 
Jonas: "Hate isn't instinctual, it is learned.  We teach our children to share the 
same ignorance and prejudices as us, and this is how they live on. Teaching a 
younger generation to love and understand will allow bigotry and hate to pass out 
of our lives."                                                           Nicole & Jonas Maines, b. 1997 
 
Find out what a child’s passion is, what she really cares about, and build the 
curriculum to that, build it around her desire, her passion, so that she will feel not 
only that you respect her deepest feeling, but care enough to respond in a way 
that makes her feel valued.  Suddenly, the learning seems more enjoyable, more 
accessible, more attractive to the child.  It involves something, some aspect of 
what she cares about.  
                John Hunter, Educator, Musician, World Peace Game inventor: b. 1954 
 
I have a dream that can open your eyes. I believe that dream never dies. I dream 
of a world where all people can be free, Overweight people, and gay people, and 
people like me.  
                        Becci Ingram, Dramatist, Activist for Disability Rights: 1974 - 2000 
 
I don’t care what you believe, frankly. I don’t care if you believe that Christ was 
actually bodily resurrected from the condition of being clinically dead, or if you 
believe it’s all a silly myth. I don’t care what you believe. I care what you love. If 
you love the Creator and the creatures and your neighbor and yourself and your 
family and your enemy and the Earth and the Great Mystery, then what in the world 
do you need beliefs for? And if you don’t love these, what earthly good will beliefs 
do you anyway? 
          The Reverend Rob McCall, United Church of Christ, Blue Hill, Maine, 2017 
 



                   
 

 
 
                
               
 
                 
               CUF’s ANNUAL 

ADVENT WORKSHOP 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 

  after worship  ~  in the Vestry 
 Advent is a time to get ready! 
Advent is a time to prepare! 

Advent is a time to anticipate!    
     Bring a bag lunch and, after worship on December 3rd,  

     plan to stay and begin the season’s preparations  
with your church family!  All welcome! 

 

MAKE WREATHS! 
DECORATE COOKIES! 
CREATE ORNAMENTS! 
ENJOY FELLOWSHIP! 

     If you have a craft that you would be willing to 
teach and share, please contact  

   Barbara Turner: 866-2181 bjt12151951@gmail.com 
 


