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Testifying to Our Faith in God 

 
L:  In the wilderness, Moses gathered the whole community and said, “Bring 
your offering to the Lord.”  And the people’s hearts were stirred, and their 
spirits were moved.  They looked for gifts to bring for they wished to testify 
to their faith. 
P:  And they brought all kinds of gold jewelry—pins, earrings, rings, 
and necklaces.  They brought wool and linen—blue, purple, and 
scarlet.  Others brought silver and bronze, the finest wood, onyx 
stones, spices, oil, and fragrant incense. 
 
L:    Are these the same kinds of gifts we bring today to testify to our faith? 
P:   Thousands of years have passed, but our hearts, too, are stirred 
by the generosity of the Lord; and our spirits are moved by God’s 
steadfastness to God’s people.  Centuries have transformed the shape 
of our gifts, but time has not changed the faithful testimony of our 
offerings.  
 
L:    What testimony do we bring of our mission to the world? 
P:   We bring Holy Scriptures that remind us to love our enemies, to 
do good to those that hate us, to bless those who curse us, and to 
pray for those who abuse us--to live as sisters and brothers. We bring 
our hopes and dreams of God’s vision of a holy people.  We bring 
bread broken in remembrance of Christ who brings us together and 
then sends us out to serve.  
 
L:     What testimony do we bring to God in worship? 
P:  We bring music—chiming bells, organ, piano, violins, flutes and 
trumpets.  We offer voices young and old—singing voices, praying 
voices, reading voices, noisy voices.  We bring the work of our minds 
to teach our children and youth.  We bring our care for the needs of 
others.  We bring our silent wonder and faithful presence.   
 
L:  As we ‘live and move and have our being’ in the God that enfolds us, 
how does our church community testify to that God? 
P:  We testify by being a working church, a loving church, a church 
that inspires courage and hope and confidence for a future within 
God’s presence.  We testify by being a church of good people working 
for justice and living as a faithful community right now, today, in the 
heart of God.  We testify to our faith by pledging our financial support 
for the coming year so that this church, our church, can continue to 
thrive as a generous, open community born of grace.  Amen and 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



The Church of Universal Fellowship 

Our church benefits 
directly from our Music 
with a Mission programs as 
well as donating to 
Stillwater Community Arts, 
Acadia School of Traditional 
Music, Maine Steiners 
Scholarship Fund, Amy 
Beach Young Composers, 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
and the Lafayette Family 
Cancer Center.   Our direct 
benevolence giving 
includes Heifer 
International, RSU#26 
Backpack Program, Orono 
Community Garden, 
Southern Poverty Law 
Center, The Wilson Center, 
Partners for Peace, NAACP, 
Bangor Homeless Shelter, 
Maine Indian Women’s 
Mission, Orono to Africa 
(Malawi and Mozambique), 
and the Karam Foundation. 

 

The Annual Operating Budget of our church for 2017 is 
$235,836.  Pledged income for this year is $184,589.  In 
order to complete the work we plan to do this year, we 
expect to receive $34,210 from sources other than 
pledges such as special gifts, donations for building use, 
and $17,037 taken from invested funds. 
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