
We carry inside us a vision of holiness that we sense is our true home that beckons us…woe to us if we 
forget the homeless ones who have no vote, no power, nobody to lobby for them, who might as well 
have no faces.  Woe to us if we forget our own homelessness.  To be homeless the way people like you 
and me are apt to be homeless is to have homes all over the place but not really to be home in any of 
them.  To be really at home is to be really at peace, and our lives are so intrinsically interwoven that 
there can be no peace for any of us until there is peace for all of us.   

                                                Frederick Buechner, American theologian, Longing for Home, 21st c. 
 

For more than 200 years, our tradition of welcoming immigrants from around the world has given us a 
tremendous advantage over other nations.  It’s kept us youthful, dynamic, and entrepreneurial.  It has 
shaped our character as a people with limitless possibilities—people not trapped by our past, but able 
to remake ourselves as we choose… 
Scripture tells us we shall not oppress a stranger, for we know the heart of a stranger.  We were 
strangers once, too.  …we are and always will be a nation of immigrants…and whether our forebears 
were strangers who crossed the Atlantic or the Pacific or the Rio Grande, we are here only because this 
country welcomed them in and taught them that to be an American is about something more than what 
we look like or what our last names are or how we worship.  What makes us Americans is our shared 
commitment to an ideal, that all of us are created equal, and all of us have the chance to make of our 
lives what we will.  That’s the country our parents and grandparents and generations before them built 
for us.  That’s the tradition we must uphold.  That’s the legacy we must leave for those who are yet to 
come. 

                                         Barack Obama, President, United States of America, November 20, 2014 
 

When the system is broken, or fixed – it matters to God.  When the powerful use their power to benefit 
themselves – it matters to God.  When people just take what they want because nobody dares to stop 
them – it matters to God.  When “more” drives our common life, instead of better, kinder, fairer – it 
matters to God.  It matters to God so much that God in Christ became the whistleblower, teaching and 
arguing and healing and dying – and rising – to tell the truth about our human systems of power and 
gain. 
When the culture tells us “the rich and powerful run the show; your best plan is to play the game” – when 
our human decency runs low because we’re tired and jaded and frustrated – then we need …a 
community gathered around Christ the Whistleblower, to comfort and encourage us, to connect us and 
reorient us.  May we be . . . a church worthy of our gifts, our children, and our hearts. 

                                                                                         The Reverend Dr. Miranda Hassett, 21st c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                                   Ave Maria                   Franz Schubert (1797-1828)  
                             arr. S. E. Rogers; Bodwell Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director 
 

The Centering Silence 

 

The Introit                   Now on Land and Sea Descending              Dmitri Bortniansky 
                       arr. M. L. Thompson; Bodwell Hand Bell Choir; Rachel Dobbs, Director 
 
 

* The Gathering Hymn          Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                        # 718 
  

* The Call to Worship                                                                 Elizabeth Rice, 20th c. 
L: Sisters and brothers--Arise. 
P: Lift your hearts. 
L: Lift your eyes. 
P: Lift your voices. 
L: The living God, 
P: the living, Moving Spirit of God 
L: has called us together in witness, 
P: in celebration 
L: in struggle. 
ALL: God reaches out to us! 
         Let us reach out towards each other 

 and worship God with grateful hearts!  Amen. 
The Gathering Prayer                 A Thanksgiving                       # 716 (sung response) 
  
The Anthem                                Choose Love                                        Mark A. Miller 
                                                                            Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us                                                                                      
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace    # 437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

     

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)          God of the Fertile Fields                                  # 695 
The Silent Prayer and The Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer (unison)                              Translation: King James Bible, 1611 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.   Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
      O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
      O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
      The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
      The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offertory Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                   
 So much justice yet to be established, 
 So much pain yet to be healed, 
 So much peace yet to be realized, 
 So much love yet to pour forth. 
 Accept, O God, the fruits of our labor.  Amen.    

 

The Offering and The Offertory  
                                                                                                     Richard Kinney, piano 
 

* The Doxology            Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!                              # 21 
“Glory be to God on high!” Alleluia! 

Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia! 
Night and stars in God rejoice, Alleluia! 

 

The Gospel Lesson                   Matthew 25:31-46         Stefanie Egenhofer, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                           Right Now, Right Here                       Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Parting Hymn                   This Is My Song                                                 # 722 

 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Choral Benediction        Cuando el Pobre                                        # 662, vs 3 
 

When our joy fills up our cup to overflowing 
when our lips can speak no words other than true, 
when we know that love for simple things is better, 
then we know that God still goes that road with us, 
then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

 

* The Postlude               Sonata K. 331  Variations 1-3                                      Mozart 

                                                                    
Richard Kinney, piano 

 

 
November Plate Offering 
 

Marked gifts (check or 
envelope) 

 

PLEDGE: 
Your week/month/annual commitment 

to the life of our church. 
 

or 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
 

The CUF Social Justice Team again 
delivered Thanksgiving Baskets to needy 
families in our area last Sunday, 
November 19th. 
 

The Baskets included a Thanksgiving 
dinner and were supplemented with extra 
food. Thank you so much for bringing 
food donations to church last Sunday.  
Peanut butter, canned soup, tuna fish, 
pasta, tomato sauce, cheese, crackers, 
rice, etc. were all added to the Baskets.  
 

Our November monetary plate donations 
will again covered the cost of the Baskets 
this year, but food insecurity is not 
limited to Thanksgiving week.  Our 
church helps with Hannaford Cards 
ALL YEAR LONG. Please place checks 
or cash envelopes in the Offering Plate 
marked “Thanksgiving Baskets”. 
 

Please make checks payable to 
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

 

Memo your check or  
mark your envelope: 

Pledge  
or 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
Please put your name on envelopes. 

(unmarked gifts will support 
Thanksgiving Baskets) 


	Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you

