
The Earth reminded us of a Christmas tree ornament hanging in the blackness of space.  As we 
got farther and farther away, it diminished in size.  Finally, it shrank to the size of a marble, the 
most beautiful marble you can imagine.  That beautiful, warm, living object looked so fragile, so 
delicate, that if you touched it with a finger it would crumble and fall apart.  Seeing this has to 
change a man, has to make a man appreciate the creation of God and the love of God.   
                                                                                  James Irwin, Astronaut on Apollo 15, July 1971 

 

Solidarity, compassion, caring, communion and loving.  Such values and inner powers can lay the 
foundation of a new paradigm of civilization, the civilization of the humanity reunited in the Common 
House, on the Planet Earth….  Our mission is to celebrate the greatness of Creation and connect 
it again to the Core where it came from and to where it will go, with care, lightness, joy, reverence 
and love.                                                                          Leonardo Boff, Brazilian theologian, 21st c. 

 

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. 
The second best time to plant a tree is now.                                                           Chinese Proverb 

 

How often it is while straining to see an answer upon the distant horizon, 
I stub my toe against the solution at my feet.                             Reverend Suzanne Guthrie, 21st c. 

 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                          Melody in B Flat Major              Johann Kindermann 
Mark Baker, organ 

The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                          There is a Balm in Gilead    African American Spiritual     
                                                                      Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn      When in Awe of God’s Creation                          # 688 
 

* The Call to Worship  

L: As we gather this morning, we remember our sisters and brothers 
P: from above and below the equator, 
L: from the North and from Down Under, 
P: from every time zone around the globe. 
L: As today’s sunlight inches across land and sea, 
P: Christians everywhere gather to celebrate their place in God’s family. 
L: All are always invited and welcome to come to meet the living God, 
P:   a love indescribable and beyond our imagining 
      yet within and closer than our own breathing. 
L:   Come to this place to find the life-giving Spirit, 
P:   interpreting our search for truth and justice. 
L:   Come to meet, come to find, come to hold. 
P:  Come to worship and to be renewed. 
  

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                  Janet Morley, England 
O Eternal Wisdom, who laid the foundations of the earth, and breathed life 
into every creature, creating us in our variety to cherish your world and seek 
your face, we praise you and give you thanks for your abundant and 
continuing love towards this earth which we violate with injustice, one to 
another. 
We join with those whose voices have been silenced, with those who call for 
freedom, with those whose harvest celebrations sing through hardship and 
labor and love, and with those who have walked away, abandoning all hope 
in their homeland.   We cry with all who turn to you for that new creation 
when the morning stars shall sing together, and all the children of God shall 

shout for joy.  We praise you, saying: Holy, holy, holy, all-creative God, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!  Amen! 
The Anthem                          Bless Us Now This Day                    Douglas E. Wagner 
                                                                            Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us                                           
 
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

     

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                 J.P. Newell (adapt.) 
O Generosity beyond measure, we can hoard the gifts with which you bless us 

or we can share them with others.  May what we offer in these moments 
be the very blessing, the very hope, the very peace that others need.  Amen. 

 
The Offering and The Offertory             Contemplation                  Robert Schumann 
                                                                                                          Mark Baker, organ 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                                       # 49 
From all that dwell below the skies  
let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  
through every land, in every tongue. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 
 

The Gospel Reading                        Matthew 21:33-46                           
 
The Message                                  The Vineyard Earth                   Reverend Grenfell 
 
The Hymn of Preparation      This Is a Day of New Beginnings                          # 518 
 
 
 

                           The Sacrament of Holy Communion                   Insert 
 
The Blessing 

Leader:  And now we have been at your Table, O Holy One, and now all hurtful words 
are silenced, and now all pain is left behind.  We are surrounded with hope and grace.  
We will join our hearts and voices with our sisters and brothers and forever sing of your 
glory, O Holy in One.  We go forth as a blessed people. 
 

People: We will go to be a blessing in the world. 
 

Leader: We are the face of the Mystery. 
 

People: We will go to be love and compassion to all. 
 

Leader: We are the family of God. 
 

People: We will go to serve our sisters and brothers 

  wherever we may find them. 
 

* The Parting Hymn                Let the Whole Creation Cry                                    # 21             
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Choral Benediction                                                                                    # 523 
Live in charity and steadfast love, 

live in charity; God will dwell with you. 
 

* The 
Postlude                             Trumpet Tune                                   
Antonio Vivaldi 

                                                                                                          
Mark Baker, organ 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Sunday  

OFFERING 
 

MINISTER’S  
DISCRETIONARY 

 FUND 
 
From time to time over the course of a 
year, our minister is asked for 
assistance or sees a need herself that 
can be readily met. The requests or 
situations arise both from people 
within our church family and from 
those who are not. A request could be 
for almost anything – food, heating oil, 
gas money, funding a GED, or just a bit 
of help to meet a payment. These are 
one-time requests and come from 
people who turn to the church when 
trouble or need arises. Please, won’t 
you help in responding to individuals 
and circumstance in our church and 
community? 

 

Please memo your check 
or mark your envelope: 

 

Pledge 
or 

Minister’s Discretionary 
 Fund 

 

Envelopes: include your name 
 

Checks: payable to CUF 
(The Church of Universal Fellowship) 
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