
It is our duty as men and women to proceed as though the limits of our abilities do not exist. 
…You are not a human being in search of a spiritual experience. You are a spiritual being immersed 
in a human experience. 
…What is the work of human works if not to establish, in and by means of each one of us, an 
absolutely original center in which the universe reflects itself in a unique and inimitable way? 
                                    Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, French philosopher and Jesuit priest, 1881-1955 
  

Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.   
                                                                                       Paul’s Letter to the Romans 12:12, 1st c. CE 
  

“Autopoieses” describes that propensity within all lifeforms to self-organize and self-renew, a power 
from within that does not simply maintain homeostasis (balance), but engenders the enduring 
creativity that begets sustenance and growth.  It is described by Swimme and Berry as “the power 
each thing has to participate directly in the cosmos creating endeavor”.  
                                                                                                               Reverend Suzanna Guthrie 
                                               Quote: The Universe Story, Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry, 1994 
 

I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know 
that it is I, the Lord of Israel, who call you by your name.                                                   Isaiah 45:3 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                  They'll Know We Are Christians                          Scholtes 
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                         There is a Balm in Gilead     African American Spiritual     
                                                                      Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn      God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens      # 651 
 

* The Call to Worship                                         Rabia, of Basra, c. 717-801 (adapted) 

L:  When God said, “My hands are yours,” 
P:  I saw that I could heal any creature in this world. 
L:  I saw that the divine beauty in each heart 
P:  is the root of all time and space. 
L:  Until we know that God lives in us 
P:  and until we can see God within us, 
L:  we suffer great poverty. 
P:  Come, let us worship God this day with beauty and with joy. 

 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                               S. Sledge 
Faithful and loving God, we bring our fragmented lives into the presence of 
your wholeness.  We bring our wandering thoughts into your eternal light.  
We bring our restless spirits into the calming strength of your grace.  We 
give you thanks because even in moments of great stress, when the threads 
of our lives are hanging loose, chaotic and disconnected, we can be 
confident that you are with us.  Hurling ourselves through life, we are at times 
too busy to stop, and we become weary from holding up a big section of the 
sky. 
We confess we have labored under the assumption that the way to find rest 
for our souls is to finish our “to do” lists and present them to you like a book.  
Forgive our compulsiveness.  Help us to remember that we do not have to 
go it alone and that your grace envelops us--always.  Amen. 
 

CUF Stewardship Speaker       Irene von Hoffmann 
                                                                           Vice President, Board of Trustees 

Luncheon Reservation Cards 
The Anthem           Thy Wisdom, Lord, All Thought Transcendeth               
                                                                         Traditional Russian melody, Arr. A.T.D. 
                                                                            Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us                                           
Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now In Peace     #437(twice) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

     

The Prayer Hymn (seated)     Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life   # 665 vs 1-3 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord's Prayer (unison)      trans. from Aramaic by Mark Berry, Telford Shropshire, UK 

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere.   
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 

Imagine your possibilities now.  Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom. 

Untie the knots of failure binding us,  
as we release the strands we hold of others' faults. 

Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 

Amen.  May our future actions grow from here! 
 

The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
      O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
      O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
      The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
      The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 
The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                 J.P. Newell (adapt.) 
O Generosity beyond measure, we can hoard the gifts with which you bless us 

or we can share them with others.  May what we offer in these moments 
be the very blessing, the very hope, the very peace that others need.  Amen. 

 

The Offering and The Offertory           Fantasia on 'Forest Green'                    Smith 
                                                                                                Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
 

* The Doxology                                                                                                       # 49 
From all that dwell below the skies  

let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  

through every land, in every tongue. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 
 

The Gospel Reading                     Matthew 22:15-22          Carolyn Hopkins, Liturgist                   
\       

The Sermon                                      God’s Things                          Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Parting Hymn              The Voice of God Is Calling                                    # 666            
 

* The Benediction 
 

* The Choral Benediction                                                                                    # 523 
Live in charity and steadfast love, 

live in charity; God will dwell with you. 
 

* The Postlude                         Ring the Joyous Bells                                          Smith       

                                                                                               
Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 

OCTOBER PLATE 

OFFERINGS 
 

Orono Middle School Backpack 
Program 

This program provides non-perishable 
food items to eight families identified 
as being in need by the school nurse, 
the guidance counselor and teachers. 
Teachers add the food to children’s 
backpacks every Friday while the 
children are engaged in activities 
outside the classroom.  In this way, the 
aid remains completely confidential to 
everyone except the staff involved in 
distributing the food. CUF members 
shop and deliver the food once a month 
where it is discretely placed in the 
guidance office. This program relies on 
donations from the Orono Health 
Association, the Orono-Old Town 
Kiwanis, anonymous donations and  
our congregation’s plate offerings. 
Thank you. 
 

Maine Indian Women’s 
Missionary Org.  

 

The Maine Indian Women’s Missionary 
Organization is a non-profit that works 
toward establishing classrooms where 
native women can get job training to 
work as CNAs, and a working kitchen 
where women can learn healthy 
cooking skills. The organization also 
runs a food bank to support families in 
need on Indian Island in Old Town. 

 

Please memo your check 
or mark your envelope: 

 

Pledge 
or 

Maine Indian Women’s Mission 
or 

OMS Backpack 
 

Envelopes: include your name 
 

Checks: payable to CUF 
(The Church of Universal Fellowship) 

 

 (unmarked gifts will support  
Orono Backpack 

and Indian Women’s Mission) 



 
 


	Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you

