
A hundred times a day I remind myself that my inner and outer life depend on the labors of other 
people, living and dead, and that I must exert myself in order to give in the full measure I have 
received and am still receiving.                                                                        Albert Einstein, 20th c, 
 

There are people in the world so hungry, that God cannot appear to them except in the form of 
bread.                                                                                                        Mahatma Gandhi, 20th c. 
 

The way of heaven, 
Is it not like stretching a bow? 
What is high up is pressed down, 
What is low down is lifted up; 
What has surplus is reduced, 
What is deficient is supplemented. 
The way of Heaven, 
It reduces those who have surpluses, 
To supplement those who are deficient. 
The way of man is just not so: 
It reduces those who are deficient, 
To offer to those who have surpluses. 
Who can offer his surpluses to the world? 
Only a person of Tao.                                                                             Tao Te Ching 77, 4th c. BCE 
 

After a full belly, all is poetry.                                                                         Frank McCourt, 20th c. 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                                 Walk Worthy                           Joseph M. Martin 
Mark Baker, piano 

The Centering Silence 
 

The Introit                       Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee              Arr. H. van Dyke 
                                                                      Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 
 

* The Gathering Hymn       We Sing Your Mighty Power, O God                    # 64 
 
 

* The Call to Worship                                                                            Psalm 100 
L: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  
P:   Serve the Lord with gladness 
 come into God’s presence with singing. 
L:   Know that the Lord is God. 
P:   It is God who made us, to whom we belong; 
 we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
L:   Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise. 
P:   Give thanks and bless God’s name. 
L:   For the Lord is good; 
P:   God’s steadfast love endures forever, 
 God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                                
We offer a psalm of praise, O God of New Life; you create music in us we 
cannot contain.  We offer a psalm of delight, O God of Welcoming Presence; 
your hospitality invites us to linger in community.  We offer a psalm of 
gratitude, O God of Transforming Promise; you shape miracles from words 
of hope.  We offer a psalm of rejoicing, O God of Eternal Love; you embrace 
us in the circle of creation, redemption, and transformation.  O Composer of 
Wonder, make us living psalms of praise.  Amen. 
 

The Hebrew Scripture               Exodus 16:2-15 
 

The Anthem                                  Holy and Mighty                              Pepper Choplin 

                                                             Open Choir Sunday!  Molly Webster, Director 
 

Time for the Child in Each of Us                                           
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)       Go Now in Peace     #437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 

The Prayer Hymn (seated)          His Eye Is on the Sparrow                                 # 82 
 

The Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer (unison)         trans. from Arabic by Mark Berry, Telford Shropshire, UK 

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere.   
Release a space to plant your Presence here. 

Imagine your possibilities now.  Embody your desire in every light and form. 
Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom. 

Untie the knots of failure binding us,  
as we release the strands we hold of others' faults. 

Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present. 
From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 

Amen.  May our future actions grow from here! 
 

The Congregational Response         O Lord, hear my prayer         Taize Community 
      O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord hear my prayer.  When I call answer me. 
      O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 
      The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: All my hope comes from God. 
      The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise:  God, the well-spring of life. 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)                                 J.P. Newell (adapt.) 
O God, we are grateful for the gift of this day and for the gift of this moment. 

Help us to be attentive to sacred hopes and longings 
that have never before happened, 

to visions of earth’s peace and prosperity, and to all opportunities 
to share in being a part of all that is bound together in your name.  Amen. 

 

The Offering and The Offertory        Siciliano                                          John Alcock 
                                                                                                          Mark Baker, organ 
* The Doxology                                                                                                      # 21 
            Let the whole creation cry, Alleluia!   

Glory be to God on high! Alleluia!      
Sun and moon, lift up your voice, Alleluia!  
Night and stars in God rejoice, Alleluia! 

 

The Gospel Reading                Matthew 20:1-15                          Paul Harris, Liturgist 
 

The Sermon                           The Real Complaint                           Reverend Grenfell 
 

* The Parting Hymn                 My Life Flows On                                                 # 619   
  
 

* The Benediction 
* The Choral Benediction (unison)                                                                      # 677 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

 

* The Postlude                               March                                                  G.F. Handel 
                                                                                                          Mark Baker, organ 

 

September Plate 

Offerings 
 

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF 
 

Four times since Hurricane Katrina, our 
church has sent workers to help St. 
Bernard Project workers rebuild in 
homes in New Orleans.   We trust this 
organization.  At this time, the St. 
Bernard Project is sending teams of 
their AmeriCorps members and staff to 
Texas to support immediate needs of 
families impacted by Hurricane Harvey 
and to stay and help with long-term 
rebuilding. Your donations help. 
 

and 
 

THE WILSON CENTER 
 

The Wilson Center is the only 
independent, progressive religious and 
spiritual voice on the UMaine campus. 
The Center welcomes seekers, 
agnostics, questioners, atheists and 
traditional believers with programs of 
worship, study and service that work 
for social justice, honor diversity, and 
offer opportunities for spiritual growth.  
Your donations help. 
 

 

Please memo your check 
or mark your envelope: 

 
Pledge 

or 
Hurricane 

or 
Wilson Center 

 
 

Envelopes: include your name 
 

Checks: payable to CUF 
(The Church of Universal Fellowship) 

 

 (unmarked gifts will support  
Hurricane Harvey Relief 
and The Wilson Center) 
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