
All of the places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them just happen to have steeples. And all 
of the people in our lives are saints; it is just that some of them have day jobs and most will never 
have feast days named for them.                                       Robert Benson, American author, 21st c.                                                                                        
                                                                                                        

We’ve been floating this country on credit for centuries, and we’re done watching and waiting while 
this invention called whiteness uses and abuses us, burying black people out of sight and out of 
mind, while extracting our culture, our dollars, our entertainment like oil.  Ghettoizing and 
demeaning our creations and gentrifying our genius and then trying us on like costumes before 
discarding our bodies like rinds of strange fruit.  The thing is, just because we’re magic, doesn’t 
mean we’re not real.                 Jesse Williams, Humanitarian Award, 2016 BET Award Ceremony 

(Williams is best known for his role as Dr. Jackson Avery in Grey’s Anatomy) 
  

Contrary to common belief and popular media, the violence that so saturates our discourse and our 
Facebook feeds is no new thing, there was never a “better time” in “days of old”.  The question is, 
then, how do we respond as these incarnate, systemic evils become harder and harder to ignore.         
The Rev. Dr. Jennifer Hardy, Professor of Religion, Drake University 21st c.      
                                     

 “King Henry II of England has three sons by Eleanor of Aquitaine: Richard, Geoffrey and John.  
Henry wants the kingdom to stay united after his death, but all three sons want to rule and it is likely 
to be torn apart by revolution.  Henry favors the youngest John, while Eleanor favors the eldest 
Richard.  Middle son Geoffrey hopes to play both ends against each other and come out on top.  
Henry would like to have another heir by his mistress Alais, but that would only add to the confusion. 
Uneasy is the head on which the crown lies, and uneasy is the truce between a matchless king and 
queen.”                   Samuel French Publisher Notes, The Lion in Winter, 1966 
 

Prayer Candles:  Is there a person or relationship that needs a prayer?   

Please come forward and light an individual prayer candle before our worship begins. 
 

Greeting One Another in Peace and Friendship 
Welcome and Announcements 

 

The Prelude                     Shall We Gather at the River                                Lowry 
                                                                                         Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
The Centering Silence 
 
 
 

The Introit                                         MLK                              U2, Arr. Bob Chilcott 
 
 

* The Gathering Hymn      Lift Every Voice and Sing                                    # 631 
This “Black American National Anthem” was a poem by James Weldon Johnson 
in 1899 and set to music by his brother John Rosamond Johnson.  It was first 
performed as part of a celebration of Lincoln's Birthday on Feb. 12, 1900, by 500 
school children at the segregated Stanton School.  School principal Johnson wrote 
the words to introduce honored guest Booker T. Washington. 
 

* The Call to Worship                                                                  
L: Travelers, where are you?  Do you know? 

P: Once we were in familiar territory, but now God has   

 called us out and away from home. 
L: We do not know where God is leading.  We wander about   

in our own land without bread, a road, a map. 
P: Do you see the Light?  Do you see it beckoning us   

 forward, calling us away and home again? 

L: It is the Light of God, shining for all of us. 
P: Journeying God, let us not be deterred by unfamiliar   

 landscapes and treacherous detours. 
L: At every turn, may we be blessed and sustained by your   

 ancient and steadfast love. 
P: Through your Word, O God, give us strength to journey on, 

searching always for your Light to guide the way.   
Come.  Let us worship together on the journey. 

The Gathering Prayer (unison)                                                                       S. Sledge 

 Come, O God.  Come into our world and into our lives.  Come to hold us 
in the midst of death, devastation, and loss. Come to comfort our wrenching 
fears and anxieties.  Come to quiet our trembling bodies and gentle our 
desperation.  Come to wipe the tears from our eyes and ease the pain in the 
bodies and souls of all those we love. Come to gather the broken handfuls of our 
spirits and shape them into a stronger whole. 
 Come to give us the assurance we know in the approach of a friend we 
long to see.  Come to resurrect our vision when we have lost all hope.  Come to 
deepen our hurt until we learn to share it.  Come to pry us off dead center until 
we are moved to work or tears.  Come to steady us as we tremble in our 
“maybe’s.” Come with us toward what counts but can only be measured in bread 
shared, bodies healed, spirits lifted, water poured, light in the darkness, joy in 
the morning, company for the lonely, comfort for the grieving, quiet for the 
frenzied, your name praised, and our becoming a chorus calling, “Come to us, 
O God.”  Amen. 
 

The Anthem                        Let Justice Roll Like A River                       Marty Haugen      
Senior Choir; Molly Webster, Director 

A Time for the Child in Each of Us 
 

Sing Our Children to Sunday School (seated)      Go Now In Peace     # 437(twice) 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 

everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
     

The Prayer Hymn (seated)           O God of Earth and Altar                              # 724  
The Silent Prayer and The Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer (unison)                                                        Barbara Turner, CUF                                          
 O God, within and all around us, 
 May your many names be revered throughout the universe. 
 May all creation work with you to establish your dream of   
  justice, peace and compassion everywhere. 
 May we all have what we need for today. 
 May we be forgiven for missing the mark, and may we forgive   
  our fellow human beings for being fallible. 
 Give us strength for times of trial and temptation and free us   
  from what is evil in our lives, 
  for you are all-encompassing wonder, light, and glory.  Amen. 
 

The Congregational Response (sing twice)         Confitemini Domino               Taize  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace.  You alone, O God, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, allelu-u-u-u-ia! 
 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
How then shall we respond to the Mystery that is come among us? 

With willingness for change.  With patience in long waiting. 
With silence and with singing.  With the ability to see the Mystery 

in the least likely of our brothers and sisters.  With the joy of sharing.  Amen. 
 

The Offering and The Offertory          Balm in Gilead         African-American spiritual 
                                                                            arr. Wilson, Dr. Laura Artesani, organ 
* The Doxology                                                                                                    # 715
   

  All praise and thanks to God our Father and our Mother, 
  to Christ and to the One who binds us to each other, 
  the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 
  for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                                                                        

 

Today’s Plate Offering 
 

marked gifts 

 (check or envelope) 

PLEDGE 
 

or 

Orono Community Garden 

Time to peruse the seed catalogs!  Dr. John 
Jemison launched the Orono Community 
Garden in 2004 while teaching a class in 
sustainability at the University of Maine. As 
part of their 24 hours service requirement, 
students could help with the garden Jemison 
created that year. Enormous community 
support has helped to keep the Community 
Garden project going, with particular 
generosity in recent years from our own 
Church of Universal Fellowship. 
The most unique aspect of the Orono 
Community Garden is the multi-layered 
benefits it achieves in health and education. 
Students and volunteers learn about 
sustainable and organic gardening techniques 
while they work with Jemison in the 50 or so 
garden beds throughout the growing season. 
The over 50 low-income seniors who are the 
recipients of the garden’s produce have the 
ability to eat more healthfully, but they also 
benefit from the personal connection of the 
weekly home delivery. 
 

or 

Manna Ministries 
Manna Ministries has gone through some 
reorganization and a move to a new building 
at 100 Center Street in Bangor. Manna’s 
facilities still host a Soup Kitchen, Food 
Pantry, Food Bank and Clothing Bank. The 
Soup Kitchen provides an evening meal 
Mondays through Fridays. The Food Pantry 
provides bags of groceries that last three to 
four days to people who require assistance. 
Let’s help get Manna Ministries back on its 
feet. The Greater Bangor Area needs them! 

 

Please make checks payable to:  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 

Memo your check or mark your envelope: 
Pledge or  

Manna Ministries or 

Orono Community Garden 

 
unmarked gifts will support  

Open Doors 


	Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you

