
Dear CUF Friends,  
I have kept a No Bake cookie recipe next to my 

computer since before Christmas.  I cut the recipe out 
of the Bangor Daily News, vowing to make cookies to 
share during the holiday.  I love No Bake cookies.  
They remind me of my mother who would produce 
countless batches to share during the holidays.  My 
mother now lives in Florida so I don’t get to enjoy this 
seasonal treat.  

No Bake cookies are comfort food for me, which 
brings a flood of memories of times gone by.  Happier 
times?  Does suggesting such a thing imply that 
present times are not happy?  I can’t say this is 
necessarily true, but in my mind the sight, smell, taste, 
and feelings associated with such a simple thing as a 
cookie cause me to remember the past. 

What foods provide comfort for you?  What 
causes you to think fondly of the past, yearning to 
bring it back to life today?  Is it really possible to bring 
the past forward? 

I travel widely in my work, visiting United Church 
of Christ congregations all around Maine.  Many 
lament their current situation, anguishing over pews 
that are not as full as they once were.  We know times 
are different and many prefer to live in the past.  But 
are we missing the presence of God by focusing on 
what we once were, and not seeing how God is 
present with us now? 

In the story of Jesus feeding the five thousand 
(Matt 14:20), “all ate and were filled; and they took up 
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 
full.”  The image and experiences evoked in this simple 
story are present tense.  They open us to the 
transformative power of Jesus in our lives, regardless 
of diminished resources.  

Yes, reminisce the past, but live for today being 
comforted in God’s presence as we witness the power 
of love all around us.  
Be the church! 
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Around CUF . .  .  

Cards of love and encouragement to: 

Phyllis Borns 
9 Alumni Drive, Apt. 243 P, Orono, ME 04473 

Elizabeth Buck 
191 Bennoch Rd., Orono, ME 04473 

Wayne Hamilton 
27 Sunrise Terrace, Orono, ME 04473 

Donald Howe 
Sisters of the Heart 

60 Carmel Rd, Hampden, ME 04444 

Lorraine Lick 
44 Kelley Rd., Orono, ME 04473 

Dennis Mann 
PO Box 61, Passadumkeag, ME 04475 

Faye McDermott 
19 Austin Drive, Orono, ME 04473 

Sandra Warner 
86 Forest Ave, Orono, ME 04473 

Deanna Westfall 
326 Main Rd, Passadumkeag, ME 04475 

 
 

Welcome New CUF Members 
Ann Grant 

Martin Grant 
Maggie Campbell 

Trey Kahler 
Emily Kahler 

 

Cards of condolence to: 

Janice & Eben Osgood 
180 Forest Ave, Orono, ME 04473 

On the death of Janice’s brother “Billy”. 
 

The Griswold Family 
4 Harding Str., Old Town, ME 04468 

On the death of Glen’s brother-in-law, Brian Ford. 
 

Kendra & Ken Ritchie 
283 Cobb Rd 1, Lee, ME 04455 

On the death of Kendra’s father, Ken Budge. 
 

Ed Brazee & Connie Carter 
21 Winterhaven Dr., Orono, ME 04473 

On the death of Ed’s mother, Patricia Brazee. 
 
 

 
 

 

Recent Happenings at CUF:  
In November our dedicated Social Justice 
Team assembled and delivered 18 
Thanksgiving baskets and 6 fruit baskets to 
local families. Thank you! 
We thank our Alliance members for helping 
with the Refreshments after the memorial 
service for our dear Dorothy Griffin. 
Advent and Christmas 2016 at CUF were 
lovely and many people participated in the 
special events that took place. Our Advent 
Workshop was great fun. There were lots of 
children in attendance. Glitter was 
everywhere! Thank you Barbara for 
organizing the workshop, the Gilman Family 
for providing the greens, John Hawley for 
transporting the greens, Eva Szillery for 
teaching origami, and our wonderful cleanup 
helpers!   Andrew McCormick’s first two 
Contemplative Worship services during 
Advent were well attended. People 
commented that these times to be still and 
just breathe in the peace of the sanctuary are 
exactly what they need in their lives right 
now. There are more Contemplative Services 
scheduled for 2017. If you missed the first 
one on January 11th you have the chance to 
attend three more services during Lent. 
Please come and experience Contemplative 
Worship for yourself.    Christmas services 
were beautiful and well attended. Thank you 
to our talented musicians—organist Laura 
Artesani, the Senior Choir, the Bell Choir and 
our special musicians—Mark Baker for 
playing the piano and Jasper McGill for his 
cello solo at the Children’s Service; Fran 
Vogt, Nora Dobbs and the Artesani women 
for their heartwarming musical offerings 
during the Lessons and Carols service.   The 
Children’s service and Pageant was alive 
with angels, shepherds, rapping Wise Men—
and two Marys! Thank you to Sarah, Connie, 
Cami and all our helpers.     Thank you also 
to all the cookie bakers and sweets providers 
who helped with the many social gatherings 
of the season. A special thank you to Connie 
and Ed for their Christmas Wassail Bowl!    
Artist Nancy Leavitt has again given us a 
snowy wonder for our Epiphany altar. There 
is nothing quite like sitting in the peaceful 
sanctuary and watching hundreds of 
exquisitely cut snowflakes slowly dance in 
the air current. Thank you Nancy!  
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 Y.A.W.P.  
Homemade Valentine’s Day Cards  

It is almost Valentine’s Day and we’re working on some homemade Valentine’s Day cards to benefit the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)! 
YAWP has chosen the ACLU to benefit from this fundraiser because of the immense good they are doing 
for our country and the world right now. For a donation of your choosing, YAWP will make and mail a 
beautifully homemade Valentine’s Day card to the person (people) of your choice! 
YAWP will have cards for sale on Sunday, February 12 after the church service. Come support the ACLU 
by sending some love! 

YAWP's Latest Project 
A community chalkboard – inspired by Candy Chang's "Before I Die" Ted Talk. (There are links to view 
that Ted Talk on the CUF website and CUF Facebook page). 
Please take a moment to respond to the prompt on the chalkboard in the Gathering Place. Thank you! 

News from our Sunday School Kids! 
The CUF Sunday School Elementary Class worked hard on helping refugees from Syria, Sudan and 
many other countries.  According to the United Nations, there are currently over 65.3 million people in the 
world displaced from their homes. To put this into perspective, 1 in every 113 people on earth is 
displaced or a refugee.  
In October, November, December and January the children filled backpacks with school supplies for 
refugee children arriving in Maine. So far 47 of these school kits were made and donated to Catholic 
Charities Refugee Service in Portland. 
Furthermore, in light of their refugee work this fall, CUF’s Social Justice Team asked our children to 
choose a recipient for the December Plate Offering. They chose the Karam Foundation -- a foundation that 
provides emergency aid and sponsors refugee families. Our Plate Offering goal of $300 during December 
was far surpassed. We are very happy to report that we could send $832 to the Karam Foundation to 
support the important work they are doing. Thank you to all who so generously donated to the December 
Plate Offering!  

Spring 2017 CUF Adult Education 
Feb 19, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Mac Room   #12:10: Join Mary Anne Eason as she shares pictures and stories of 
her and Rick’s trip around the world--going by train as much as possible. In 6 weeks they made stops in Russia, 
Siberia, Mongolia, China, Korea and Japan. What fun! 
Feb. 26, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Mac Room    #12:10: Mark Bilyk: Join Mark as he talks about an important topic: 
How to increase and maintain your home’s value and how to buy or sell residential real estate. Mark’s talk will be 
short but he is prepared to answer your questions.  
March 12, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Library         #12:10: Connie Carter: Narrative 4: Story Sharing (info below) 
March 19, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Library         #12:10: Connie Carter: Narrative 4: Reflecting on Identity 
April 2, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Library             #12:10: Connie Carter: Narrative 4: Reflecting on Identity 
For three Sundays during Lent #12:10 will feature an opportunity to share stories, build community, and reflect on our 
identity. Connie Carter will guide participants through Narrative 4, a process that builds community empathy by 
sharing personal narratives. Narrative 4 is a story exchange that helps people tell their stories in a new and powerful 
way building a mutual trust and bringing people together through storytelling, On March 12, we will share stories, and 
on March 19 and April 2 we will reflect on identity – who are we as individuals and who are we as community. Come, 
take a risk, share a story and leave feeling more connected to each other and our world. 
April 30, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Library             #12:10: Judy Perkins-Walker: Aphasia 
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Winter/Spring 2017 Hospitality Schedule 
The Deacons Welcoming and Fellowship Team has taken over the scheduling for Greeters 
and Hospitality. If you see your name on the schedule you will receive an information letter in the 
mail soon. If you have any questions please call Ed Brazee at 576-8401. 

February 12 Leah Vetelino & Judy Whitney Joyce & Paul Harris  
 
February 19 

Sammee Quong & Sonja 
Birthisel Maddie Emerson 

 
February 26 

Johanna Szillery & Matt 
Polstein The Snell Family 

 
March 5 Dee Virtue & Melba Wallace David & Becky Chase 

 
March 12 Mark Baker & Darren Morgan Sue Sullivan & Deanna Westfall 

 
March 19 Janet & Mark Bilyk Fred Robie & Alma Homola 

 
March 26 The Smith Family Kendra & Kevin Ritchie 

 
April 2 The Dobbs Family Beverly Antonitis & Betty Carr 

April 9  Steffi Egenhofer & Nancy 
Leavitt 

Deb Blease & Kathy Bourgoin 

April 16 Easter (TBD) Bill and Polly Ceckler 

If you have to change a date, be sure to call the church office at 866-3655 and let Steffi know. 
This will allow any changes to be included in Sunday’s bulletin. 

Alliance Meeting 
Tuesday, February 14, at 12:30 pm  

Gathering Place  
Our hostesses will serve dessert and coffee following the brown bag lunch. We have a special 
program planned; Lynn Curtis King will present a virtual tour of Victorian Bar Harbor, in costume! 
This period was the gilded age of the town–its beginnings as a tourist destination. 

Everyone is welcome—including men! 

 

Monday Night Book Group 
March 6 – Just Mercy by Byron Stevenson 

  Join us for our book discussion. We meet at 7:00 pm in the Gathering Place and share    
 discussion and laughs! Books are available in the Gathering Place walk-in closet. 

Call Judy Kuhns-Hastings at 941-6715 for more information. All welcome! 
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Movie Night - All Welcome! 
Friday, February 24th at 6:30 pm in the MacKenzie Room 

  Tea, coffee and popcorn provided. If you can, please bring a goody to share.  
The story of what happens when one boy's walk of faith crosses paths with one man's search for meaning-
the resulting transformational journey touches the lives of everyone around them. Tyler Doherty is an 
extraordinary eight-year-old boy. Surrounded by a loving family and community, and armed with the 
courage of his faith, he faces his daily battle against cancer with bravery and grace. To Tyler, God is a 
friend, a teacher and the ultimate pen pal. Tyler's prayers take the form of letters, which he composes and 
mails on a daily basis. The letters find their way into the hands of Brady McDaniels, a beleaguered 
postman standing at a crossroads in his life. At first, he is confused and conflicted over what to do with the 
letters. But the decision he ultimately makes becomes a testament to the quiet power of one boy's shining 
spirit and unshakable faith. 
(Rated PG 13)  

Contemplative Worship, All  Welcome!  
More Services coming in Lent: March 1,  March 15 & April  5 at 7 pm 

Come to our beautiful Sanctuary to breathe and be still…. 
Contemplative Worship is a setting in which we quiet ourselves and open our hearts and minds to 
the presence of God around and in us. It is one way to hear the still, small voice within. Drawing 
heavily on contributions from the Taizé and Iona communities, Contemplative Worship waits for 
the Holy in meditative music, words of scripture, prayer, and times of silence. Candles, icons, and 
other visuals often add to the sensory experience.             Worship leader: Andrew McCormick 

Note from CUF Communications 
We are looking for people willing to learn how to record the church services and copy the DVDs 
so that we have someone to fill in if Claude or Ed are unable to be there. 
This is not difficult! If you are interested please contact Barbara Turner or Claude Westfall. 

Message from the Lay Ministries Coordinator 
Thank you to the Trustees and all who helped make our Annual Meeting Soup and Dessert 
Luncheon a great success. We had plenty of delicious soups to warm us on a cold day and the 
baked goods were just scrumptious. With so many helpers setting up and cleaning up was a 
breeze and we all were home in no time to enjoy the rest of the afternoon. 
 

? Who ? Who ? Who ? 
How well do you know your church family? 

Every month the WIND asks a question about someone in our congregation. Can you discover 
the answer? Ask around! Talk to people! 
February Challenge: Which CUF couple has retired to Hollywood and is now playing parts in 
Scream Queens on Fox and Veep at Paramount Pictures?  

Please welcome our guest minister Reverend Sarah Pringle-Lewis. She will be 
with us while Reverend Lorna Grenfell is away on Sabbatical. 
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Paul Harris brought in a gem from the past and maybe some of you remember… 

 


