
Dear Friends, 
In rapid succession, this season brings the Harvest Fair, the All Saints 
Service, the national elections, the Stewardship Campaign, delivering 
Thanksgiving Baskets, the end of the Christian liturgical year, and…the 
first Sunday of Advent.   Indeed, with the anxiety and frustration of the 
national scene this year, are we not all so ready for the Candles of 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love?  
May we open our hearts wide this Advent season and include in our 
awareness, in our prayers and in our gifts the forces that have pushed 
over 65 million people--worldwide and here in our own country--into 
the status of refugee, homeless, stranger, alien. Let us pray for their 
strength and courage. Let us listen carefully to the voices that are 
discounted, the protests that are unheard, and the wisdom that is 
ignored.    
As we move through the darkness of Advent and long for the Light to 
come into the world, let us focus on that Light coming into places 
where there is hunger, disease, violence and inescapable poverty.  
Let us not isolate ourselves and shrink from these realities.  Let us not 
shake our heads in helplessness.  Let us not avoid seeing and knowing.  
Let us not, O God, turn away.  Let us look at the present.  Let us look 
into the future.  Let us pray and work for concrete changes in our 
world. 
Here below are the ways in which our faith community will be 
together, wait together, pray together, and give together during this 
holy season of waiting.                                                   See you in church! 
                                                                                                           Lorna  

                                                                   The Reverend Lornagrace Grenfell 
 

As per the request of our CUF children, ‘Marked Offering Plate’ collections 
during December 2016 will go to The Karam Foundation which  

sponsors refugee families and provides emergency aid. 
People look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year. . .  

Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there . . . 
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim. . .  

Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth . . . 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!  
~  ADVENT  ~ 

 

Wednesday, November 30:    Contemplative Advent Worship    7:00 pm 
 
Sunday, December 4:                    Advent Workshop in the Vestry        noon 
 
Saturday, December 10:         Euphony Christmas Concert          7:00 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 13:   Mt View Singers: Carols in the Round   7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 14:      Contemplative Advent Worship   7:00 pm 
 

~  CHRISTMAS EVE   ~ 
Saturday, December 24th 

 

A Children’s Christmas Eve   4:00 pm 
Do you want to be a wise man? An angel?  A shepherd? Come and help us 

retell the ancient story.  This is a creative and participatory presentation of the 
nativity.    Come and join the fun!   Refreshments! 

Traditional Candlelight Lessons and Carols     7:00 pm 
A welcome home for family, friends and guests! 
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Around CUF . .  .  
The Still Water Sangha’s Day of Peace was 
attended here by over 60 people!...  The Fall Fair 
was a lovely time, and we thank all who worked 
so hard to make it happen—from the Lego 
Leaguers who carried boxes down from the attic 
to the workers who sold cookies, relishes, jams, 
jewelry, crafts and collectibles, from the chefs 
and servers at the Choir Café to Sammee’s 
fabulous massages!...   We thank Nicole Maines 
for her terrific sermon about her experiences of 
transgender!... We thank Maggie Campbell for 
her #12:10 discussion of Maine Equity Alliance!...  
We thank the OHS cast of RENT for singing 
Seasons of Love in our worship service!... Judy 
Kuhns-Hastings and Trudy Tremblay lit 58 
candles at our All Saints Service and Susan 
Heath on the flute and Laura Artesani at the 
organ and our Senior Choir lifted us all as we 
celebrated and remembered those in our wide 
family who passed away during the last year!...  
Music with a Mission has gifted CUF with over 
$1,200 so far this year. This fall, Andrew 
McCormick brought Gail Smith with a piano 
concert and Heather McLeod came with her 
Doolally Celtic Singers and Dancers!...  Ask Mary 
Lee McIntosh about her trip to Argentina!...  Ask 
Terri Mitchell about her trip to Mexico!...   Thank 
you to Rose Marie Curtis and others who have 
shared their copies of the Senior Yellow Pages 
with the church!...  Thank you to Emily and Joe 
Taylor, Barbara Turner and Nancy Leavitt for 
helping with church mailings while Steffi was 
away!...  Thank you to the CUF Social Justice 
Team for keeping us aware of the need for 
background checks of all people purchasing 
guns!...      New additions to the CUF Library include: 
-- A Journey to Friend—ship: With Events and 
 Thoughts Along the Way by Fred Irons 
-- Laudato si: On Care for Our Common Home  
 by Pope Francis (given by Ginny Gallant) 
Simon Bilyk will soon be playing for the Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra!...  If you know of one, The 
Wilson Center is looking for a 14 cubic foot 
freezer!...   Onwards into Advent! 
 

Cards of love and encouragement to: 
Deanna Westfall 

326 Main Rd. , Passadumkeag, ME 04475 
Lorraine Lick 

44 Kelley Rd., Orono, ME 04473 
Sandra Warner 

86 Forest Ave., Orono, ME 04473 

WEDDING BELLS! 
Chelsey Leigh Douglass 
Jacob Thomas Pellerin 

October 1, 2016 
Sugarloaf Mtn, Carrabassett Valley, Maine 

 

Dacie Julia Manion 
Christopher Matthew Gilman 

October 4, 2016 
Sugarloaf Mtn, Carrabassett Valley, Maine 

 

? Who ? Who ? Who ? Who ? 
How well do you know your church family? Can you 
discover the answer to this month’s challenge?  Ask 
around!  Talk to people! 
October Challenge:  What CUFer leads local 
walking and bus tours for visitors off the cruise 
ships docking in Bar Harbor?     
   Answer: Lynn Curtis King! 
November Challenge:  What CUF engineer 
designed the plastic bottle out of which people 
today drink Coke and Sprite? 

 
 

Please send cards of condolence 
on the death of their father Philip Osberg to 

Peter Osberg  
5 Forrest Hill Terrace, Orono, ME 04473 

Susan Osberg 
P.O. Box 1277, Waldoboro, ME 04572 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
CUF’s Service Group is disbanding after 

many years. We thank all  its members, 
past and present, for the years of loving, 

careful work in providing beautiful 
holiday tray favors and breast surgery 

recovery items for Eastern Maine Medical 
Center and craft items for our Fall  Fair.     
Well  done, good and faithful servants! 

 

                            Gospel Lessons 
  November 20  Luke 23:33-43 
  November 27  Matthew 24:36-44 
  December 4    Matthew 3:1-12 
  December 11  Matthew  11:2-11 
    Luke 1:47-55 
  December 18  Matthew 1:18-25 
  December 25  Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
                                     cross:  George Smith 
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Welcome to Maine! 

 
Bienvenue dans le Maine!  
Ku soo dhawoow Maine! 

Karibu kwa Maine! 
Urakaza neza muri Maine! 
  Boyei malamu na Maine! 

 ممررححبباا ببككمم ففيي مميينن!
 

We are glad you are here! 
 

Letter from Downstairs! 
Hello Upstairs! 
 We in the Sunday School Elementary Class have been working on helping refugees from Syria, Sudan 
and many other countries.  According to the United Nations, there are currently over 65.3 million people in the world 
displaced from their homes.  To put this into perspective, 1 in every 113 people on earth is displaced or a refugee.  
We have been brainstorming ways we as a church can help.   
    Last month in Sunday School we thought about what it would be like to be a refugee.  Here are some of the things 
we Elementary Class students said:  
 
I think the hardest part about being a refugee would be… 

• “Leaving home and not knowing anybody” 
• “Not being able to talk with family left behind and wondering if they were safe” 
• “Not having any of your things” 
• “Trying to fit in” 

 
Something I would want people to do for me if I were a refugee is... 

• “Give me water and good food and a place to stay” 
• “Help me learn the language. Help me find all my family”  
• “Welcome me and include me” 
• “Help provide food and supplies like clothes and water” 

 
Last month we filled backpacks with school supplies for refugee children arriving in Maine.  We made 17 of these 
school kits and donated them to Catholic Charities Refugee Service in Portland.    
 

Those of us in the  6th Grade have been evaluating many aid organizations, and have decided to 
recommend 4 websites with online shops where we CUFers can purchase Christmas gifts. All the items are 
handmade by refugees and the money helps their families.  These online shops are: 

• The Olive Tree Crafts Collective (https://www.facebook.com/olivetreecrafts/shop/?rt=19) 
• ReVi (http://revifamily.org/store) 
• Drop Earrings Not Bombs (http://www.dropearringsnotbombs.org/) 
• Twelv12 (https://www.twelv12.com/) 

 

We will be in the Gathering Place at Coffee Hour every Sunday from Nov 20th through Christmas, and will have 
computers set up so people can shop during Coffee Hour.  We hope you will come check it out!   

Furthermore, in light of our refugee work this fall, CUF’s Social Justice Team has asked us to choose 
a recipient for the December Plate Offering, and we have decided on The Karam Foundation 
(http://www.karamfoundation.org/).  This foundation has multiple programs which provide emergency aid and 
sponsor families.  Our Plate Offering goal is $300 during December.  Please mark your offering Karam.                
All donations are greatly appreciated!    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                               CUF kids with the stuffed back packs sent to refugee kids coming into Maine! 
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  “MYSTERY FRIENDS” PROGRAM”     
          Sign-up deadline is Sunday Nov. 27th 

Our congregation is always striving to do what strengthens our faith community, and one 
of the fun ways in which we build intergenerational relationships at CUF is through our 
Mystery Friends letter writing program each winter. 

Here’s how it works:  adults and youth in the congregation take on code names 
(pseudonyms) and are matched up secretly as mystery pen-pals who write back and 
forth to each other via the Mystery Mail Box here at church from Dec 4th to Feb 12th.  
After church on Sunday Feb 12th we will have a luncheon party at which we discover 
each other’s true identities. 

Any adult or child in the congregation who would like to participate is welcome.  The 
more the merrier! 

To sign-up, just fill out the sign-up form on the table in the foyer and put it in the Mystery 
Friends Mail Box in the Gathering Place foyer – it’s the colorful one with the question 
marks all over it. 

               May the mystery begin!  

Please remember that as part of our Safe Church Policy, children and youth must be signed up by their 
parents to participate, and parents must agree to read all correspondence that goes back and forth between 
their child and his/her mystery friend.  If you have any questions, please contact  

Raechelle Edmiston-Cyr: raechelle@raeleo.com or 207.951-6181 cell/text 
or Sarah Marx:  smarxmcgill@gmail.com or 866-8615 

CUF’s Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

A Note from our Education Resource Specialist: 
Thank you to all who brought egg cartons! We have plenty now for our projects. Barbara Turner 

 

November is Thanksgiving Baskets Month! 
CUF has a long tradition providing food for families who are struggling to 
put food on the table – especially during the holidays. Through your 
generosity in plate offerings marked “Thanksgiving Baskets” during this 
month of November, the CUF Social Justice Team will be delivering 
Thanksgiving Baskets to needy families in our area. 

If you would like to help fill these baskets with additional tasty items to supplement a family’s 
pantry, please bring your food donations to church on Sunday, November 20th. 

Our Team will supplement the Baskets with the following items and other options you may 
contribute: peanut butter, tomato sauce, canned soup, cheese, tuna fish, crackers, pasta, quick 
rice, etc.  We will pack and deliver the Baskets after worship on Sunday, November 20th. 
Please join us in the Gathering Place if you wish to help! We need you!  

For more info call the CUF office at 866-3655. Thank you! 
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Advent :  Breathe  and  Be still . . . 
 The liturgical season of Advent is a time of great hope and expectation. Yet, for many, the weeks 
leading up to Christmas are filled with anxiety and overwhelming stress. During this season packed full of 
concerts, parties, shopping, and countless other obligations, our hearts long for the refreshment and 
peace that come only from connection with the Divine. We find this spiritual refreshment in worship which 
is reflective and contemplative. 
 Contemplative Worship is a setting in which we quiet ourselves and open our hearts and minds 
to the presence of God around and in us. It is one way to hear the still, small voice within. Drawing heavily 
on contributions from the Taizé and Iona communities, Contemplative Worship waits for the Holy in 
meditative music, words of scripture, prayer, and times of silence.  Candles, icons, and other visuals often 
add to the sensory experience. 

This coming Advent, Worship leader Andrew McCormick will lead 
two Contemplative Worship services: 

Wednesday, November 30   and   Wednesday, December 14 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Take some moments away from the busyness of the season. 
Come to our Sanctuary and breathe and be still. 

 

Fall/Winter 2016 Hospitality Schedule 
The Deacons Welcoming and Fellowship Team has taken over the scheduling for Greeters and Hospitality. If you 
see your name on the schedule you should have received an information letter in the mail. If you have any questions 
please call Ed Brazee at 576-8401. 
                                                             Greeters                                                Hospitality      
 
November 20 Polly & Bill Ceckler The Smith Halkett Family 

 
November 27 Sandy Caron & Joy Wasson Sally Irons & Alma Homola 

 
December 4 Susan & Fred Heath The Hasbrouck Family 

 
December 11 The Hunter Family The Curtis-King Family 

 
December 18 Trey & Emily Kahler Nancy Leavitt & Judy Kuhns-Hastings 

 
December 25 Steffi Egenhofer The Egenhofer Family 

 
January 1, 2017 Barbara and Dot Turner Connie Carter & Ed Brazee 

If you have to change a date, be sure to call the church office at 866-3655 and let Steffi know. This will allow any 
changes to be included in Sunday’s bulletin. 

CUF Fall Fair 2016  
A big “Thank You” from Judy Whitney to all who helped, came and bought at the Fall Fair.  

  It felt like a party with more attending than last year. 
  Folks arrived early to get the prize pieces from the Jewelry table;  

Collectables expanded by at least one table; 
despite even more cookies than last year, the cookie walk was 
nearly empty by noon. Sammee had many massage customers 

  and the Choir Café served an excellent lunch. There were several african violets 
in bloom as well as other plants; many bargains at the Craft table; 

lots of jams-especially raspberry, fruit breads, biscuits and scones on the Food table 
 Fall Fair total income $2,916! 

New!  Start all your Amazon shopping sessions at http://smile.amazon.com 
and select the Church of Universal Fellowship as your charity choice. Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of any eligible purchase to our church.    Thank you!  
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The Church of Universal Fellowship welcomes everyone’s presence and participation in worship and in 
any and all of our services, programs, and events.  We greatly value our diversity and especially 
appreciate peoples’ faithfulness in prayers, presence, gifts, and service. 
 
Twice during the year, the church extends an invitation to everyone for formal membership.  If you desire 
at this time to become a formal member of our faith community, and we sincerely hope you do, here are 
two dates to remember. 

“Info-Coffee”  
Sunday, December 11, 2016 at 9:00 am 

The MacKenzie Room (upstairs at the end of the hall) 
 

Together with our Minister, representatives from the Trustees and Deacons will be 
available to talk with you and to answer any questions you may have.  Children welcome! 

 

Although it is not necessary to attend an “Info-Coffee”  in order to join the church, we do hope you will 
take advantage of this time to get better acquainted with us.   

 

The Reception of New Members 
Sunday, December 18, 2016 

10:15 am in our Sunday Morning Worship Service 
 

Know that CUF always welcomes your presence among us and would look forward to welcoming you 
formally on December 18. If it is your desire to join the church at this time, please call the church office at 
866-3655 and let us know. 
 
If you have any questions whatsoever about the process of membership, membership transfer, or dual 
membership, or if you would like to meet with The Reverend Grenfell individually, again please call the 
church office at 866-3655.  Thank you. 
 

Thank You Letter Received 
Still Water Sangha sent a “Thank You” for the opportunity to have their Day of Mindfulness here on 
October 1st.  CUF also received a generous check from the Sangha group for their facility use. 
Janet Hamel wrote on behalf of Still Water Sangha: “We are so grateful for our ongoing connection with 
the Church of Universal Fellowship. We feel like a welcome and valued part of your church community, 
and being able to meet every Monday in your beautiful upstairs space allows us to be together and 
practice mindfulness with peace and ease. We also deeply appreciate your wholehearted support for our 
October 1st Day of Mindfulness, and your willingness to allow us to use the entire church facility for that 
event. You helped us so much with publicizing the event, assisting us with building logistics, and being so 
receptive and encouraging to our hosting the event in your church. We are also grateful to Thomas, who 
helped us tremendously by setting up (and taking down) tables and chairs, answering many questions, 
and being present and available if we needed him. PS: CUF epitomizes the image of a church serving as 
a spiritual community center. Orono is fortunate that your congregation values building community and 
spreading peace in our town.” 

Congratulations to Tricia Griffith! 

…on becoming a Maine-licensed Massage Therapist in October 2016! 
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 2016 CUF Adult 
Education 

Dec 5, Mon. at 7:00 pm, Gath. Place       
Monday Book Night:  December Project  by 
Sarah Davidson 
Dec 11, Sun. at 12:10 pm, Library           
#12:10: Prosper Ishimwe: My journey to become 
a compassionate global citizen. 

 

     Monday Night Book 
Group 

        December 5 – December Project 
by Sarah Davidson 

We meet at 7:00 pm in the Gathering Place 
and share discussion and laughs!   
Call Judy Kuhns-Hastings at 941-6715 for more 

information. All welcome! 

Alliance Meeting 
Tuesday, December 13 at 12:30 pm, in the 

Gathering Place 
Please bring a bag lunch.  

Coffee and dessert provided. All Welcome!  
Alliance and friends will again bring 
Christmas gifts to 30 residents of Orono 
Commons. The Activities Department 
provides us with a list with 3 suggestions for 
each resident who would otherwise not have 
a gift on Christmas morning. Their wants are 
simple; lotion, a stuffed animal, scrabble, a 
soft blanket, etc. Just one item per resident is 
needed. Gifts should be wrapped and 
brought to the December 13 Alliance meeting 
or can be left at the church office by that date.  

Questions? Call Judy Whitney at 942-0974 

Advent Workshop 
Bring a lunch and stay after 
church on Sunday, December 

4th from Noon to 2:00 pm as we prepare for 
the Christmas season by making wreaths, 
decorating cookies, crafting ornaments and 
enjoying fellowship as we decorate the tree 
in the Gathering Place. If you have a craft 
you would like to share, please contact 
Barbara Turner at 866-2181 or 
bjt12151951@gmail.com 

 

Calling All Bakers!! 
Christmas is just around 
the corner! With 
Christmas come special 
concerts and social 

gatherings at CUF.  If you bake Christmas 
cookies would you make an extra batch for 
church?  Thank you for all you do!  
      The Deacons, Fellowship & Caring Team 
 

  Movie Night will be back on 
   December 30th 
        Steve Hodgdon is showing a 
movie featuring Martin Sheen as an American 
ophthalmologist who goes to France following the 
death of his adult son, killed in the Pyrenees 
during a storm while walking the Camino de 
Santiago (the Way of St. James), a pilgrimage 
route to the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela in Galicia, Spain. Tom's purpose is 
initially to retrieve his son's body. However, in a 
combination of grief and homage to his son, Tom 
decides to walk the ancient spiritual trail where 
his son died, taking his ashes with him. 

For snow cancellations of church services please refer to one of the following: 
WLBZ Storm Center  

Church web site at http://churchofuniversalfellowship.org 
CUF Facebook page 

Church answering machine: 866-3655 
If you have subscribed with your e-mail address, you will get an email directly from church! 
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The 2016 Wilson Center / Peace and Justice Center of Eastern Maine Art Auction 

Fundraiser 
The Wilson Center and the Peace and Justice Center of Eastern Maine have teamed up in order to establish a 
fundraising event that allows both organizations to move closer to financial sustainability while at the same time 
bringing together multiple communities around the power of “Art and Dialogue.”  The art auction will take place on 
December 3, 2016 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Wilson Center (67 College Avenue, Orono, Maine), featuring local and 
regional artists. The show will go up on the walls of the Wilson Center one month before the auction (on Nov 9) and 
the building will be open for viewing on Wednesdays from 3-6 pm and Fridays from 9:30 am-12:00 pm. 
For questions about the event please contact Sarah Marx at the Wilson Center: 866-4227 or 
sarah.marx@umaine.edu 


