
There is no other form for the Christian life except a common one…  
Church, of all places, should be inclusive and reflective of our diverse 
and complex world.                                                 Fr. Richard Rohr, 21st c. 
 

Giving has an enormous horizon and breadth that is hard to compass: 
it is both a practicality, it creates bonds and dependencies necessary 
to our communal well-being, but it is also an essentiality, the essence 
of giving being that the other person is simply alive and by corollary, 
not only a privilege to know but a living privilege themselves, who has 
the astonishing ability to acknowledge both the somebody who has 
given and the something that is given to them.  As far as we know, no 
other corner of creation but a human being has the ability to fully 
acknowledge the spirit of another in this way. 
                                                            Consolations by David Whyte, 21st c. 
Dear Friends, 
 The early Christian community shared food and money 
with one another.  Today, we do it literally and symbolically in so 
many ways.   Food and donations and books and furniture and 
clothes and help when needed fly around at a rapid rate 
among people in our church family, our Christian community. 
 One of my favorite sharing times each Sunday is Coffee 
Hour.  Having worshiped, prayed and sung together, we then 
spend time sharing in the Gathering Place, a space every bit as 
sacred as the Sanctuary.   How intriguing it is when on a 
Thursday or Friday in the Gathering Place kitchen there appears 
an anonymous tray of cookies or a loaf of nut bread marked 
“Coffee Hour”; and often on a Sunday morning, people arrive 
with a cake or some cheese and crackers or some fruit.  Each 
Sunday at Coffee Hour, I think we are not only sharing food, but 
also, as the children rush in with what they have made and 
learned downstairs and the adult chatter is loud and joyous, we 
are giving each other of our bounty, and we are receiving 
bounty from the hands of someone else.  We are sharing 
ourselves—our happenings, our news, our trials, our joys, and the 
space we create in that room is holy space.   The time we 
spend there is holy time.  This is certainly the true meaning of 
communion.  Our needs are met not only with physical 
nourishment, but also with all the fellowship of belonging.                                     
                                                                               See you in church!                                                

Lorna  
The Reverend Lornagrace Grenfell 

 

Sunday, May 22, 10:15 am 
FLOWER COMMUNION and CHILDREN’S CELEBRATION 

This communion service is a favorite for our children—of all ages!  
Please bring a flower to exchange at the altar 

with a flower brought by someone else! 
 

Mine is the church where everybody’s welcome. 
I know it’s true, ‘cause I got through the door. 

We are a dazzling bouquet of every kind of flower. 
Jump in the vase, ‘cause we’ve got space for more! 

                                 A Dazzling Bouquet by Bret Hesla; artwork by Nora Dobbs 
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Congratulations to our CUFers who spent 
time last week in New Orleans rebuilding 
houses in the St. Bernard Parish that were 

destroyed by Hurricane Katrina!  We extend 
our gratitude to YAWP Leaders Sam Kunz 

and Cami Carter who made it all happen! 
 

Rania Ben Said 
Katie King 
Rori Knott  
Kai Ksyniak 
Kirsten Ksyniak 
Sam Kunz 
Xander Lanigan 
Sarah Marx 
Tom Marx 
Eli McGill 
Jessie Walker 
Judy Walker 

 
                               Kirsten learning to use the circle saw! 
 

Around CUF . . . 
CUF’s Earth Day clean-up was a huge success!  
Thank you to all who helped, and special thanks 
to Mark Bilyk and Alma Homola for removing the 
evergreen branches from the gardens and to Jon 
Hawley for bringing the load of compost!...  
Congratulations to Cami Carter, Director of the 

OHS Show Choir and the 
OMS Show Choir!  OHS 
was second and OMS 
was first in the state 
competition!...   Thank 
you to Rabbi Darah 
Lerner and her wife Kelly 
Quagliotti for the lovely 
presentation of slides 
and poetry on their most 
recent visit to Israel!...   

Thank you to Dr. Sandy 
Caron’s group at UMaine 
who counted out 13,000 
pieces of granite stone for 
our altar!...  Thank you to 
all who contributed netting 
for the Sunday School’s 
project of ‘the biggest 
fishnet ever’!...  A hearty 
welcome home to Paul and 
Joyce Harris who wintered 
in Florida!  Now, If we 
could just pry Lyn and Randy Adkins out of the 
sunshine state!...  Bob and Ginny Gallant had a 

grand and wild time in New Orleans!...  Terri 
Mitchell made Lorna a beautiful new white stole 
for Easter!...  Thank you to our talented CUFers 
Mark Baker and Rachel Dobbs who filled in when 
musicians Laura and Molly were away!...  Thank 
you to Nora Dobbs for donating her Easter 
Rabbit puzzle to the Sunday School!...  Thank 
you to Gareth Laffely, grandson of Shirley Oliver, 
for donating his three CDs of flute music to our 
church Library!...  Thank you to Annie Homola 
who presented each NOLA tripper with a 
beautiful photo frame made of wood from New 
Orleans! 
 

Cards of Condolence 
on the death of his daughter Judy Em Howe 

to Donald Howe 
69 Margin St., Orono, ME 04473 

 

 

                      May Gospel Lessons (Year C) 
          May 3:  John 14:23-29 
                       May 8: John 17:20-26 
                       May 15: John 14:8-17; Acts 2:1-21 
    Pentecost Sunday 
          May 22: John 16:12-15 
          May 29: Luke 7:1-10 

Cards of love and encouragement to: 
Kathy Barry 

622 Bennoch Rd., Old Town, ME 04468 
 

Carl Gridley 
P.O. Box 67, Orono, ME 04473 

 
Lorraine Lick 

44 Kelley Road, Orono, ME 04473 
 

Anne Borreggine 
208 Essex St., # 6, Bangor, ME 04401 

 

Sandra Warner 
86 Forest Ave., Orono, ME 04473 

 

? Who ? Who ? Who ? Who ? 
How well do you know your church family? Can you 
discover the answer to this month’s challenge?  Ask 
around!  Talk to people! 
May Challenge: Which of the eight ministers found 
from time to time in our congregation read the 
Gospel text when Martin Niemoller preached at 
Rice University?  Niemoller was the German 
theologian famous for the quote, “First they came 
for the socialists…and there was no one left to 
speak for me.” 
April Challenge: What CUF couple has a son 
teaching a STEM program and environmental 
science in Seoul, Korea? 

Answer: Ted Taylor, son of Joe and Emily! 
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Kairos Palestine Bible Study 
2:00-3:30 p.m. ~ Thursdays ~ May 5 and May 12 

Led by Rev. Darren Morgan 

For all times and in all places, the Church is called to pray and serve; to be prophetic and speak 
courageously, honestly, and lovingly in the midst of daily events. In December 2009, Palestinian 
Christians sent out a plea to the churches of the world and to people of good will everywhere.  It 
was a cry from the heart, issued from the City of Bethlehem in what is known as the Kairos 
Palestine document, A Moment of Truth: A word of faith and hope from the heart of Palestinian 
suffering.  This document comes after a long period of discernment about what to say, given the 
ongoing realities of Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza.  
What is Kairos?  The Greek word Kairos refers to a moment in time, a moment when God is 
present in opportunity, when the world’s axis is the Word of God.  It affirms that the moment to 
speak truth is now! 
Given the polarizing nature of the many concerns involving Israel and Palestine, it is sometimes 
difficult to have thoughtful and respectful discussions on the issues of annexation, military 
occupation, settlements, and the overall peace process.  In the last two weeks of this three-week 
Bible Study, we will continue to have a meaningful discussion of Kairos Palestine to better 
understand the voices of Palestinian Christians, examine the geo-political situation of the region, 
and prayerfully consider the issues involved.   
Please join Rev. Darren, Rev. Lorna and the Bible Study Group for these two Thursday meetings! 

Church of Universal Fellowship 
Adult Education  

May 2, Mon. at 7:00 pm in the Gath. Pl.            Mon. Book Night:    The Absolutely True Diary of the Part-
            Time Indian by Sherman Alexie              Host: Alma Homola 

May 5, Thur. at 2:00 pm in the Library              Kairos Palestine Bible Study     Host: Rev.Darren Morgan 
May 12, Thur. at 2:00 pm in the Library            Kairos Palestine Bible Study     Host: Rev.Darren Morgan 

May 15, Sun. at #12:10 pm in the Library         The Theology of Frederick Buechner     Host: Will Hunter 

May 16, Monday at 5:30 pm in the Gath. Pl.     State of Grace Book Group:                 The Winter House 

May 20, Friday at 6:30 pm in the Mac Rm.        Movie Night, (see description on pg. 5) Host: Fred Irons  
 
 
 

Flower Communion!   
Celebrate our Young People! 

Sunday, May 22nd 

 
The celebration of all the teachers and volunteers who have worked with our children and youth 
this year will happen during the service on Sunday, May 22.  Please be sure to put it on your 
calendars! You don’t want to miss this service--especially if you have a child in our RE programs 
or if you have volunteered in a classroom, participated in Mystery Friends or in any other way 
interacted with our wonderful children and youth this year! The children have worked hard on 
some songs and gifts for the teachers and volunteers. Please bring a flower to this service! 
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Backpack Program Update 
The Backpack Program at Orono Middle School is coming to a close soon. I want to thank the faithful 
volunteers who delivered food during the second half of the school year while I was in Florida. They are: 
Judy Whitney, Barbara Turner, Ginny and Bob Gallant and Ed Brazee. Our coordinators at OMS are Jane 
Bowler, school secretary, and Peter Buehner, school guidance counselor. Also, a big thank you to all who 
have given generously to the plate collections for this project, as well as to our financing partners the 
Orono Health Association and the Orono/Old Town Kiwanis and our further anonymous donors.  
On behalf of the CUF Social Justice Team, 
Cathy Marquez 

~  WILL YOU BE A NEW MEMBER? ~  

If you are new to our church, your presence in worship and your participation in any and all of our 
services, programs, and events are greatly valued by the congregation and the minister.  We 
hope you will continue to be with us on a regular basis for a long time to come and that your 
relationship with the Church of Universal Fellowship will continue to grow. 
Twice during the year, the church extends an invitation to formal membership.  If you desire at 
this time to become a formal member of our church, and we sincerely hope you do, here are two 
dates to remember. 

    “Info-Coffee”  
   Sunday, May 22nd 

 
9:00 AM   The MacKenzie Room (upstairs at the end of the hall) 

Trustees, Deacons, and the Minister will be available  
to talk with you and to answer any questions you may have. 

 

Although it is not necessary to attend an “Info-Coffee”  in order to join the church, we do hope 
you will take advantage of this time to get better acquainted with us!  Children welcome! 

The Receiving of New Members 
Sunday, June 5th 

Sunday Morning Worship Service at 10:15 AM 
If you have any questions whatsoever about the process of membership or if you would like to 
meet with the minister individually, please call the church office. If it is your desire to join the 
church at this time, please call the church office at 866.3655 and let us know.  Know that we 
always welcome your presence among us and would look forward to welcoming you formally on 
June 5th. 

Celebrate CUF! Church Picnic! June 5th 
CUF’s Celebration Sunday will be a time to rededicate our church and receive 
new members!  After worship, everyone is invited to the Annual Church Picnic 
on the front lawn.  Again this year, our picnic will be catered by Dewey and 
Emily Hasbrouck of Moe’s Original BBQ!  Tickets will be on sale for $7 each, 
$25 family starting on Sunday, May 15th after church. Ticket proceeds will 

benefit CUF’s Orono to Africa benevolence project!  In Malawi, CUF helps send children to school 
and assists in more than a dozen community gardens.  In Mozambique, CUF helps fund the 
tuition for a medical student. Any questions? Call Ed Brazee at 576-8401.
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Monday Book Night 
7:00 pm Gathering Place 

All welcome! 
May 2, The Absolutely True Diary of the Part-
   Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

 

State of Grace Book Group 
May 16,  The Winter House 
     by Joan MacCracken 
Join us for a lively discussion. We meet 5:30 pm 
in the Gathering Place and share discussion, 
laughs and often pizza too!  Call Irene von 
Hoffmann at 866-2879 for more information. All 
welcome! 

OHA Medical Rides Needed! 
Running an errand? Be an angel and give 
someone a ride to a medical appointment 
at the same time. Call Orono Health 
Association at 866-4648 to get connected! 

Movie Night 
Friday, May 20, 6:30pm,  
Mac Room, Host: Fred Irons 
Set in a magical toyshop, which 

affords adults the opportunity to retain a child's 
sense of magic and wonder in their lives, a clerk 
must decide whether she wants to run the store 
after its current owner Mr. Magorium passes 
away. A great family movie!  
Starring: Dustin Hoffman, Natalie Portman and 
Jason Bateman.  
Tea, coffee and popcorn provided. If you can-
please bring a goodie to share.  All welcome! 
 
PS: Do you love movies? We need a new person 
to take charge of the movie schedule for the 
coming season! Call the church office if you are 
interested. 

 

Service Group  
The Service Group meets Tuesday, May 3rd,  
9 to 11 am in the MacKenzie Room. No sewing 
skills necessary. New crafters welcome! 

ALLIANCE 
       Daffodil Luncheon,  

      Tuesday, May 10, 12:30 pm,  
      in the Vestry 

Following lunch, the Thrift Shop models will 
be entertaining us with a wonderful Fashion 
Show! 
Anyone willing to help with table set up and 
food preparation on Monday, May 9 
beginning at 10 am please call Judy Whitney 
at 942-0974. 
Alliance takes the summer off. We meet again 

on Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 12:30 pm in the 
Gathering Place 

 

A Note from the Worship Team 
Summer is coming-even though it is snowing 
as I write this…that means the Choir is on 
break and there is a great opportunity for 
people to step up and be the music ministry 
for a worship service during June, July or 
August. Please contact Connie Carter at 
207.576.8000 or conniecarter21@gmail.com 
if you would like to play, sing, dance or know 
someone who does. Thank you!! 

 

Green Thumb Sale 
Saturday, May 21  

Church lawn from 9-2 pm 
We invite all gardening enthusiasts to come 
to the 60th Annual Green Thumb and Food 
Sale on the church lawn from 9 am to 2 pm. 
Gardening enthusiasts will find a large 
selection of perennial plants, seedlings, 
shrubs and trees, and a selection of beautiful 
geraniums, petunias, pansies, lobelia and 
salvia. All perennials come from local 
gardens, are reasonably priced, and more 
likely to do well than plants bought at chain 
stores. In addition to the plants, a food sale 
will also be offered inside with baked goods. 
Please call the church office at 866-3655 for 
more information.  
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The Mission for An Evening of French Music will be “The Gifts of Music” 
www.thegiftsofmusic.org/technicians/supporters/ 

It’s going to be a musical spring at CUF!

Saturday, April 30, at 7 pm 
 
 
Molly Abrams, soprano 
Catharine Cloutier, mezzo-
soprano 
 
Both Molly and Catharine have sung for 
worship services at CUF.
Don’t miss this evening of beautiful music!

The Mission: Stillwater Community Arts

"O Belle Nuit", a Vocal Recital
Sunday, May 1, at 3 pm 
Palaver Strings 
 
A musician-led string orchestra, formed 
in 2014 by a group of young musicians 
from the Boston area dedicated to the 
collaborative interpretation of 
masterworks of the classical repertoire. 
One of those musicians is Orono’s own 
Nikolai Renedo!

The Mission: Stillwater Community Arts

Sunday, May 15, at 7 pm 
The Maine Steiners 
 
The Maine Steiners are UMaine’s 
premiere all male acapella group. 
Founded in 1957, Steiners is a 
completely student run and directed 
organization.

The Mission: The Maine Steiners 
Endowed Scholarship Fund

Saturday, June 11, at 7 pm 
An Evening of French Music 
 
Patricia Stowell, piano 
Marissa Solomon, cello 
Nathan Lesser, violin 
 
 
The Mission: TBA 

The suggested donation for each concert is $10. 
One third of the proceeds will go to the performer(s), one third to the “mission” of the performer’s 
choice, and one third to The Church of Universal Fellowship.

All concerts will be in the Sanctuary at  
The Church of Universal Fellowship. 


